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Five  Good  Small    Poultry  Houses. 


IX  THE  l:i.<t  lesson  I  gave  plaas  ami  ile«-riptions  of  two  housps  tb.it  suit  me  for  my  way 
'>f  keeping  fowls  anj  doing  tlie  work  for  tlifra.     In  tliis  paper  I  give  plans  for  five 
small  bouses,  furnisbeil  by  as  many  different  readers  of  Farm-PoI'I.thy,  in  response  to 
an  oflTer  made  to  bring  out  gooil  ideas  of  poultry  bouse  construction.     Tlie.se  five  I 
selected  from  a  large  number,  as  combining  good  plans  and  good  statements  for  low  cost 
lioultry  houses. 

Let  me  refer  in  this  connection  to  a  criticism  a  reader  of  the  paper  occasionally  makes  about 
my  advocacy  of  low  cost  poultry  bouses.  Most  poultrymen  want  houses  to  cost  asjittle  as 
possible,  and  still  be  as  good  as  necessary.  It  is  on  the  point  of  how  good  it  is  necessary  for 
a  building  for  fowls  to  be  that  their  opinions  differ.  A  good  many  people  do  not  believe  that 
fowls  can  be  comfortable,  contented,  and  productive  in  such  houses  as  I  use  —  and  will  not 
believe  it  until  tbey  try  it.  Others  think  that  while  these  houses  may  suit  my  breed,  Ibey  would 
not  suit  theirs  —  and  probably  they  will  not  believe  until  they  have  gradually  learned  tliat  the 
requirements  of  a  breed  are  not  absolute,  but  that  the  stock  can  be  adapted — hardencil  in  this 
<-a>e  —  to  the  conditions  made  for  it,  and  that  when  once  "acclimated"  to  the  cold  house, 
fowls  may  do  as  well  or  betttr  in  it  than  in  warm  houses. 

However,  houses  warmer  and  lighter  than  those  described  in  the  last  lesson  can  be  built  at 
very  lillle  more  cost.  Where  lumber  ischcap  tbey  may  be  built  at  less  than  mine  cost.  We 
may  have  cheap  warm  houses  as  well  as  cheap  cold  ones,  but  always,  and  for  all  poultrymen, 
I  am  an  advocate  of  cheap  low  cost  [loultry  bouses,  and  this  for  two  good  reasons  : — 

(1).  Because  every  dollar  unnecessarily  tied  up  in  buildings  is  a  handicap  on  the  profilable 
operation  of  the  plant. 

(■2j.    Because  costly  expensive  buildings  always  seem  to  me  inappropriate  for  live  stock. 

If  a  man  wants  to  buibl  expensive  poultry  houses,  I  feel  that  it  is  better  he  should  look  else- 
where for  the  expensive  features  at  lea.^t.  The  plain,  simple  plans  I  give  will,  of  cour.se,  work 
just  as  well  if  worked  out  in  more  expensive  material,  and  if  that  is  all  that  is  wanted,  an 
architect's  or  builder's  services  are  more  useful  at  that  stage  than  those  of  a  poultrymau  —  pio- 
vldeil  always  the  builder  or  architect  does  not  make  some  change  to  suit  his  ideas  of  what  is 
corre<  t  from  his  point  of  view,  but  wrong  from  a  poultryman's.  That  is  the  point  to  guard 
against  when  professional  builders  begin  to  improve  the  plans  of  poultrymen. 

So  l)€cause  the  great  majority  of  readers  of  these  lessons  want  to  build  economically,  as  well 
as  because  I  have  myself  no  interest  in  costly  hen  houses,  I  will  introduce  into  these  lessons  no 
plans  of  poultry  houses  having  features  which  poultrymen  generally  would  agree  weie  super- 
fluous, or  calling  for  expenditure  which  would  be  commonly  considered  extravagant. 

In  presenting  the  following  plans  I  will  give  the  descriptions  as  furni>hed  with  the  plans, 
except  where  it  is  as  well  to  condense;  and  where  there  seems  to  be  occasion  for  comment  on  a 
plan  or  statement,  will  make  such  comment  immediately  after. 

A  New  Jersey  Farmer's  House  for  Twenty=five  Fowls. 

Grant  Davis,  Whitehouse,  X.  J. 

Of  plans  of  hen  houses  there  are  no  end.  Many  are  good,  but  many  more  fail  as  to  the  two 
main  points  of  a  good  poultry  house :  First,  dryness ;  and  second,  a  plain,  smooth  interior 
surface.  I  have  tried  various  kinds,  but  have  .settled  upon  the  following  plan,  which,  I  think, 
meets  the  requirements  of  a  first  class  house,  at  the  same  time  being  plain  and  economical. 

I  liuilil  for  poultry  on  the  farm,  and  make  the  houses  12  ft.  bv  IS  ft.  or  21  ft.,  for  accommo- 
dating forty  to  fifty  hens.  For  twenty-five  hens  the  house  may  be  built  in  identically  the  same 
way,  and  smaller  in  proportion.  As  estimates  of  costs  are  wanted,  I  will  make  my  figures  on  a 
building  9  ft.  by  12  ft.  In  height  it  is  (i  ft.  at  the  back  and  8  ft.  in  front,  with  a  roof  of  one 
r-lope.    Pillars  are  set  in  the  ground  for  a  foundation  and  to  receive  sills  4  x  5  in.  in  size.  The 


enclosure  is  of  novelty  siding  or  ship  lap,  and  is  boarded  horizontally.  The  studding  are  2 
inches  square,  and  placed  IS  inches  apart.  The  roof  is  sheathed  with  second  class  lumber,  and 
covered  with  roofing  paper  or  ruberoiil. 

To  have  a  hen  house  that  is  always  dry  it  is  necessary  to  have  double  walls  with  an  air  space 
between.  With  a  single  enclosure  moisture  will  sometimes  be  condensed  upon  the  walls,  and 
at  limes  will  make  the  house  damp  in  spite  of  anything  that  can  be  done.  A  damp  house, 
whether  it  comes  from  a  leaky  roof,  condensed  air  moisture,  or  capillary  water  from  a  ground 
floor,  will  soon  take  the  profits  out  of  the  winter  egg  business.  A  double  enclosure  also  gives 
greater  warmth,  as  the  dead  air  space,  being  a  non-conductor  of  heat,  serves  to  prevent  its 
escape  at  uight.  The  added  cost  of  Ibis  kind  of  building,  as  ordinarily  made,  is  against  it,  but, 
as  here  constructed,  the  cost  is  not  much  increased. 

The  building  having  been  made  as  described,  the  inner  wall  is  made  by  simply  nailing  on  to 
the  studding  a  stiff  building  paper,  something  strong  that  the  fowls  cannot  pick  to  pieces,  and 
that  w'ill  take  whitewash  readily.  As  this  generally  comes  3G  inches  in  width,  and  enough  more 
to  allow  for  lap,  I  have  put  my  studding  the  proper  distance  to  receive.  The  ceiling  is  also 
covered  in  the  same  way.  Where  the  lap  comes  a  liberal  application  of  coal  tar  is  made,  so 
that  on  the  w-hole  interior  surface  of  the  bouse  there  will  be  no  hiding  place  for  lice  or  mites. 
The  ease  with  which  such  a  house  can  be  whitewashed  is  a  strong  point  in  its  favor. 

After  the  interior  covering  is  put  on,  a  panel  of  1  x  3  in.  boards  is  nailed  all  around  the  inside 
about  i  ft.  from  the  floor  to  hold  the  roosting  poles  and  to  receive  the  nails  on  which  hang  the 
movable  nesting  boxes.  The  roosting  poles,  two  in  number,  will  extend  across  the  narrow 
way  of  the  house,  and  the  space  beneath  them  is  cut  off  from  the  remaining  floor  space  by  a 
board.  Straw  is  kept  here,  and  the  droppings  are  occasionally  dusted  with  land  plaster  to 
keep  down  odors,  as  they  are  not  removed  oftener  than  once  or  twice  every  month. 

There  are  no  droppings  boards,  no  rows  of  nests  built  to  the  walls,  in  fact,  nothing  but 
what  can  be  easily  removed  when  the  time  comes  for  the  semi-annual  whitewashing. 

I  do  not  put  in  board  floors  on  account  of  extra  cost.  The  ground  within  the  building  is 
graded  up  eight  or  ten  inches  higher  than  that  outside,  and  the  surface  is  covered  loosely  with 
any  old  boards  —  discarded  weather  boarding  is  good — and  then  sand  is  hauled  in  to  the  depth 
of  three  inches.  The  floor  is  then  always  dry  and  warm,  with  a  wallowing  place,  and  grit 
always  bandy. 

The  plan  of  the  southern  front  shows  the  arrangement  of  door  and  window.  The  door  is 
made  of  good  width,  so  that  wheelbarrow  or  cart  can  pass  through  when  cleaning  the  bouse. 
From  12  to  IG  sq.  ft.  of  glass  is  sufficient  for  a  house  of  this  size.  Too  much  glass  is  a 
mistake,  as  it  makes  the  room  overly  hot  in  the  daytime,  and  too  cold  at  night,  as  the  heat  at 
night  quickly  passes  out  through  a  glass  surface.  It  is  well  to  have  a  shutter  of  boards  to 
close  at  night. 

It  is  useless  to  have  a  whole  glass  front  in  order  to  make  summer  time  in  the  house  in 
.January.  To  do  this,  the  building  must  be  kept  tight,  and,  with  foul  air,  hot  and  humid  by 
day,  and  damp  and  cold  at  night,  there  will  soon  be  work  for  the  poultry  undertaker. 

No  scratching  sheds  are  thought  necessary  for  poultry  houses  on  the  farm.  The  interior 
wire  door  is  closed,  and  the  outer  door  thrown  open,  and  the  bouse  is  turned  into  a  scratching 
shed.  Fresh  air  is  thereby  introduced  into  the  house,  and  the  dust  which  the  industrious  hens 
stir  up  has  a  tendency  to  discourage  lice  and  mites  on  the  bouse  walls  and  fixtures,  as  well  as 
on  the  fowls  themselves. 

Following  is  an  estimate  of  cost  of  bouse  as  described  9  ft.  x  12  ft. : 


Sills,  4  X  5, 
Studding,  2  x  2, 
12  rafters,  2x4, 
260  ft.  siding, 

5(i0  ft.  roofing  and  interior  sheathing, 

Windows, 

Doors,  etc.. 


SI  .")0 

2  00 

1  no 

S  00 

i")  00 

2  50 
1  00 


21  50 


Let  the  reader  consider  this  plan  in  the  light  of  the  two  points  Mr.  Davis  slates  as  of  most 
importance — dryness,  and  a  smooth  interior  surface.    He  considers  the  double  wall  with  air 
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Ground  Plan  and  Elcvalions  of  Mr.  Davis'  Poultry  House. 
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space  betweeu  essential  to  a  dry  house,  but  it  is  probable  that  his  houses  of  this  type  have  been 
'dry  because  well  ventilated,  rather  than  because  of  construction.  We  may  reasonably  infer 
from  his  last  para-jraph  that  he  appreciates  the  value  of  fresh  air  in  the  poultry  house,  and 
takes  the  necessary  means  to  have  it  there. 

The  proposition  of  the  relation  of  construction  to  dryness  in  the  house  may  be  put  in  this 
way:— 

A  double  walled  house  properly  ventilated  will  keep  dry. 

A  double  walled  house  not  properly  ventilated  will  not  be  dry,  but  will  collect  moist- 
ure on  walls  and  ceiling  just  as  a  single  walled  house  would  under  the  same  conditions. 

The  conclusion  then  is  unavoidable  that  dryness  in  a  house  depends  upon  ventilation 
rather  than  upon  the  construction  of  the  walls. 
In  this  connection  I  may  appropriately  refer  to  the  occasional  practice  of  filling  or  partly 
filling  the  space  above  the  level  of  the  eaves,  in  a  house  with  double  pitch  roof,  with  hay  or 
straw  lying  on  a  floor  with  wide  spaces  between  the  boards.  By  this  means  the  house  is  kept 
dry  without  being  opened,  but  whether  the  requisite  amount  of  pure  air  Is  introduced  is 
doubtful.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  is  not,  except  in  cases  where  the  loft  overhead  is  open, 
and  in  such  cases  it  is  open  to  question  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  leave  the  hay  out 
and  ventilate  through  the  lower  windows  and  doors. 

In  connection  with  the  use  of  building  paper  to  line  the  building  arises  the  question  of  its 
durability,  and  especially  of  the  effect  upon  it  of  repeated  whitewashings,  and  this  is  a  question 
upon  which  we  have  no  authoritative  information  available. 

The  only  other  points  in  connection  with  this  plan  seeming  to  call  for  comment  are  in  regard 
to  the  method  of  making  the  floor,  and  the  rated  capacity  of  the  house. 
I  do  not  know  where  the  advantage  comes  in  in  putting  a  loose  board  floor  over  the  filled 


Mr.  Paulson's  Poultry  House. 
Tipper  cut  sliows  exterior  front  ami  end.  Lower  cut  shows  interior  .md  construction  of  back, 
floor  before  covering  with  sand.  Generally  speaking,  it  is  better  to  have  floors  so  constructed 
that  they  furnish  no  harbor,  under  boards  or  cement,  for  rats  and  mice.  While  I  cannot  show 
it  to  be  true  beyond  a  doubt  I  think  that  it  will  be  found  by  those  who  take  notice  of  the  matter 
that,  broadly  speaking,  poultrymen  who  use  houses  set  right  on  ground  that  can  be  dug  up  if 
necessary  are  much  less  troubled  with  rats  and  mice  than  those  who  try  to  build  to  keep  them 
out  of  the  houses.  In  other  words,  the  more  practical  way  of  dealing  with  such  pests,  as  well 
as  with  lice,  seems  to  be  to  so  build  the  houses  that  it  is  easy  to  get  at  them  in  their  harboring 
places. 

While  rated  as  having  capacity  for  2.)  fowls,  this  house,  the  dimensions  of  which  are  9  x  12, 
giving  a  floor  area  of  108  sq.  ft.,  is  a  little  small  for  that  number. 

J* 

A  riaine  Poultryman's  Favorite  Poultry  House. 

J.  C.  Pattison,  Kennebunk,  Me. 
In  describing  our  ideas  of  the  best  plain  poultry  house  for  twenty-five  fowls,  we  are  giving 
practically  the  plans  of  a  house  which  we  have  built  and  used  a  sufficient  time  to  prove  its 
worth.  The  house  referred  to,  however,  has  two  pens,  and  is  used  during  the  breeding  season 
for  breeders.  In  our  description,  therefore,  we  are  describing  to  all  intents  and  purposes  one 
pen  in  this  house. 

Requirements. 

What  are  the  requisites  of  a  good  plain  poultry  house? 

Neatness  and  simplicity  of  design, 

Economy  and  durability  of  construction. 

Convenience  of  equipment, 

Proper  hygienic  conditions, 
Would  seem  to  cover  the  requirements,  and  we  shall  proceed  to  describe  a  house  which 
embodies  these  requisites. 

Specifications. 

Single  pitch  roof — no  silTS  or  plates  used. 

Dimensions,  15  ft.  long,  lOi  ft.  wide,  7  ft.  high  front,  5  ft.  rear. 
Openings,  four  six-light  sash  10  x  li  in.  glass.    Door,  2^  x  5J  ft. 
Sheathing,  rough  boards  covered  with  sheathing  and  roofing  paper. 

/wJerioj-.— Roosting  box  9  x  3  f t.   Bank  of  nests  18  in.  above  floor.    Hopper  for  grit  and 
oyster  shells.   Shelf  for  water  pan,  feed  box.   Dirt  floor. 


Construction. 

Hoof. — In  the  low  single  roofed  house  we  have  the  warmest"  construction  obtainable  at  a 
minimum  of  expense  in  building,  and  overcome  any  objection  that  there  may  be  on  the  score  of 
poor  ventilation  by  curtains  in  front  of  roosts  and  at  certain  windows. 

Framing.— The  studs  are  toe  nailed  directly  to  posts  set  into  the  ground  18  in.,  and  project- 
ing 6  in.  above  ground,  and  the  rafters  are  nailed  directly  to  top  of  studs,  which  are  cut  at  the 
right  level  to  fit  them,  thus  doing  away  with  sills  and  plates.  This  construction  gives  ample 
strength  for  buildings  of  this  class.  The  front  studs  are  spaced  to  take  in  the  three  windows 
shown  in  cut.  Fig.  1,  about  2  ft.  10  in.  apart,  which  allows  windows  to  slide  vertically  between 
studs.    This  also  establishes  the  spacing  of  rafters  and  rear  studs  at  2  ft.  10  in. 

Dimensions. — The  ground  dimensions,  15  x  lOJ  ft.,  gives  a  pen  of  sufficient  size  for  twenty- 
five  fowls,  and  lumber  will  cut  to  good  advantage.  The  height,  7  ft.  front,  5  ft.  rear,  is  suffi- 
cient for  doing  the  work,  while  contributing  greatly  to  lije  warmth,  and  lessening  the  expense 
over  higher  studding. 

Windrows. — Four  six-light  sash,  three  in  front  and  one  in  opposite  end  to  door,  are  sufficient 
for  light  and  ventilation.  These  are  arranged  to  slide  up  and  down  readily,  and  should  be  open 
a  part  of  each  day.  For  these  window  spaces  also  we  should  have  at  least  two  frames  same 
size  as  sash  covered  with  cotton  cloth  to  slip  in  in  place  of  glass  on  stormy  days,  to  give  ventila- 
tion and  keep  out  snow  and  rain.  Sliding  frames  are  preferable  to  those  hinged  at  the  top  for 
window  openings,  as  the  latter  catch  dust  when  up,  which  excludes  light.  For  our  part  we 
use  no  glass  at  all  in  our  laying  houses,  (except  in  a  house  for  breeders,  and  this  only  to  pro- 
tect combs  of  males),  but  rely  on  curtains  entirely.  In  summer,  with  front  and  end  windows 
out,  and  slat  door,  the  house  will  cool  perfectly  on  hottest  nights. 

i^foor.— For  almost  all  locations,  or  on  practically  all  land  suitable  for 
fowls,  a  dirt  floor  is  far  superior  to  one  of  boards  or  other  material.  The 
building  should  be  filled  in  several  inches  higher  than  ground  outside, 
with  fine  dry  dirt.  A  dirt  floor  furnishes  the  best  possible  absorbent  for 
droppings,  and  contributes  greatly  to  the  health  of  the  fowls — a  dusting 
medium  which  the  fowls  may  use  at  will — a  good  foundation  for  litter, 
and  the  labor  of  removing  dirt  and  replacing  with  fresh  each  spring 
and  fall,  is  less  than  keeping  a  board  floor  properly  clean,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  high  fertilizing  value  of  the  dirt  removed,  which  is  fined  up  ready 
for  use. 

Covering.  —  The  sheathing,  being  covered  with  paper,  may  be  of 
unplaned  lumber,  if  cheaper,  and  the  bottom  courses  should  be  of  hem- 
lock, which  will  last  longest  when  in  contact  with  the  earth.  The  sheath- 
ing runs  lengthwise  of  the  building;  a  sheathing  paper  is  used  to 
increase  the  warmth,  and  in  laying  work  should  be  begun  from  the 
opposite  end  of  building  from  that  used  in  beginning  to  lay  the  roofing 
proper  in  order  to  break  joints  with  the  roofing  and  render  the  building 
warmer  and  more  wind  proof.  A  very  good  way  to  lay  the  paper  is 
to  run  the  strips  from  the  ground  or  windows  in  front  up  over  the  roof 
and  down  to  the  ground  in  back  in  one  piece,  wliich  saves  material  and 
Insures  tightness.  Batten  of  inch  pine  laid  two  strips  to  a  width  of  paper 
holds  the  covering  best,  although  tins  will  do. 

Interior. — In  cut.  Fig.  2,  the  interior  arrangements  are  shown.  The 
roosting  box,  with  board  1  ft.  high  at  bottom  to  keep  litter  on  main 
floor,  is  9  ft.  x  3  ft.,  giving  space  for  18  ft.  of  roost,  and  has  cloth  covered 
frame  hinged  at  top  to  let  down  in  extreme  weather  and  still  permit  fresh 
air  to  reach  the  fowls  through  cloth.  The  cut  shows  no  droppings  board, 
but  merely  the  dirt  floor  at  the  bottom;  this  is  by  all  odds  the  best 
arrangement,  (we  are  using  both  methods,  and  know)  doing  away  with 
the  unsanitary  board,  an  abomination  as  usually  taken  care  of.  A  few 
shovelsful  of  earth  occasionally  thrown  in  the  bottom  of  this  box  will 
keep  everything  in  good  sanitary  condition  for  several  weeks  without 
cleaning  out.  Those  who  prefer  the  board,  however,  may  put  it  in. 
Roosts  are  2x3  in.  scantlings,  18  in.  from  ground. 

The  nests  shown  in  the  cut  are  up  olf  the  floor  showing  floor  space, 
and  giving  a  secluded  dark  nest,  which  is  an  advantage  when  an  egg 
eater  develops ;  they  are  more  easily  reached  by  the  attendant  than  the 
"soap  box  in  the  corner,"  although  the  latter  is  not  to  be  despised. 
These  nests  are  set  upon  a  shelf  run  between  the  end  of  roost  box  and 
end  of  house  2  ft.  wide,  and  IS  in.  above  floor.  The  cover,  the  lower  half 
of  which  is  hinged,  should  have  slant  enough  to  make  it  objectionable  as 
end  and  roof.  a  roosting  place. 

The  hoppers  for  grit  and  oyster  shells  speak  for  themselves.  For  a  feed  box  we  prefer  one 
made  by  using  a  board  10  in.  wide  by  2  ft.  long  with  strips  G  in.  wide  nailed  to  its  edges,  the 
strips  to  be  nailed  from  their  centers,  thus  making  in  eflect  a  box  3  in.  deep  whichever  side  is 
up.  By  simply  turning  it  half  over,  a  clean  side  presents  itself.  Mash  may  be  poured  from  a 
pail  into  a  box  of  these  dimensions  easier  than  into  a  V  trough.  In  conclusion  let  us  say  that 
there  Is  no  condition  met  by  a  scratching  shed  house,  or  any  other  kind  of  house,  that  this  house 
properly  used  (and  with  plenty  of  scratching  material)  will  not  meet  also.  The  windows  are 
intended  to  be  open  every  day  in  the  year.  If  it  snows,  slip  in  the  cloth  covered  frames 
described,  but  give  the  fowls  fresh  air  at  any  and  all  times  day  and  night  through  their  cur- 
tains, and  don't  have  a  droppings  board  six  inches  from  their  noses. 

Note:—0\iT  healthiest  and  best  layers  last  winter,  when  the  thei  mometer  went  to  20°  below 
zero  on  several  occasions,  were  housed  withou  t  using  a  single  square  of  glass,  just  the  two  sets 
of  curtains.    If  this  be  true  in  this  latitude  it  should  be  in  almost  any. 

Materials. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  materials  required,  with  prices: 

3  pieces  2  x  4  22  ft.  long  for  rafters,  44  sq.  ft.  makes  2  each. 

8  pieces  2  x  3  10  ft.  long  for  studs,  40  sq.  ft.  front  and  rear  stud  each. 


S4  sq.  ft.,  (a)  $20  M., 

|1  68 

16  cedar  posts,  2  ft.  long. 

75 

600  sq.  ft.  12  ft.  boards,  $17  M., 

8  50 

4  windows,  6  light  10  x  14  glass,  60c.  each. 

2  40 

Nails,  hinges,  etc.. 

90 

1  roll  sheathing  paper,  500  sq.  ft.. 

1  00 

1  roll  red  rope  roofing  paper,  500  sq.  ft., 

5  00 

Total, 

$20  23 

In  the  matter  of  roofing  material  opinions  differ  widely;  some  would  prefer  to  use  a  more 
expensive  material  than  the  above.  In  thatcase  a  lighter  weight  can  be  used  for  the  sides  than 
for  roof,  which  will  eflect  a  saving  in  the  class  of  material  referred  to,  which  run.s  from  $1.75 
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Diagram    and   Elervations    of    \1r.    Ryan's    Two    Pen    Poultry  House. 
D,  door;  W,  window;  N  N,  uests;  d,  droppiugs  board  :e,  entrance  to  nests;  r  i-.  roosts. 


for  one-half  ply  to  $3.25  for  four  ply  per  square  of  100  ft.  The  red  rope,  however,  will  last 
several  years,  properly  laid,  aiiJ  if  painted  will  last  Ioniser. 

We  have  then  a  house  for  25  fowls  costing  little  more  than  $20  for  malerial,  which  is  "good 
enough"  for  the  purpose,  and  fulfills  all  the  requisites  cited  in  the  beginning  of  this  article. 

J* 

My  first  criticism  on  this  house  plan  would  he  as  to  dimensions  of  the  floor.  If  we  admit  as 
correct  the  proposition  laid  down  in  Lesson  VIII.,  that  the  floor  should  be  as  nearly  square  as 
possible,  the  house  10  ft.  wide  by  15  ft.  long  is  getting  a  little  too  far  away  from  our  standar<l. 

Under  some  circumstances  I  would  criticise  the  form  of  the  roof,  but  in  a  house  as  narrow  as 
this  the  objections  which  may  sometimes  be  made  to  a  single  pitched  roof  with  northern 
exposure  lose  much  of  their  force;  and  though  observation  of  houses  I  used  myself  has  seemed 
to  indicate  to  me  that  as  a  general  rule  a  double  pitch  roof  was  more  satisfactory,  I  would  not 
care  to  dogmatize  on  that  point,  and  have  my  judgment  on  it  judged  by  the  experiences  of 
others,  l>ecause  points  like  that  are  diflicult  to  determine  beyond  doubt. 

One  thing,  however,  should  be  emphasized:  Whoever  adopts  this  plan  must  consider  the 
effect  before  making  changes  in  the  dimensions.  Mr.  I'attison  figured  out  dimensions  that  keep 
bim  clear  of  faults  which  wouM  be  pronounced  in  a  house  of  the  same  style  with  some  other 
dimensions.  If  such  a  house  is  made  12  ft.  wide,  the  front  wall  must  be  higher,  or  the  rear 
wall  lower,  or  both,  and  the  rafters  for  a  single  stretch  of  roof  become  longer  than  is  advisable 
for  a  roof  with  no  supports  under  it. 

The  enclosed  roosting  box  I  would  consider  unnecessary,  except  perhaps  to  protect  large 
combs,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  it  is  necessary  for  that  for  fowls  that  are  thoroughly  rugged. 

J* 

Another  Maine  Poultry  House. 

Martin  liynn,  Baring,  Me. 

Although  in  this  plan  there  may  be  nothing  new,  for  a  plain  substantial  poultry  house  that  is 
warm,  dry,  and  light,  there  is  nothing  better.  The  plan  is  for  a  house  12  .x  16  ft.,  but  it  can  be 
built  any  length.  The  bouse  is  4  ft.  high  at  back,  as  low  at  side,  and  (i^  ft.  at  front  side,  with 
long  and  short  pitched  roof.  It  is  plenty  high  enough  for  a  man  to  stand  inside  back  as  far  as 
the  droppings  board  without  stooping. 

The  house  rests  on  ten  cedar  posts  that  are  set  in  the  ground  three  feet,  and  extend  above  the 
ground  eight  inches.  One  post  goes  to  each  corner;  two  at  equal  distances  apart  under  the 
front  and  back  sills,  and  one  under  the  center  of  each  end  sill.  The  posts  are  lined  off  level  at 
top,  and  the  4  s  4  sills  spiked  on  top  of  the  posts.  The  frame  is  2  x  4  spruce.  The  studs  and 
rafters  are  two  feet  apart,  and  the  bouse  is  boarded  tight  down  to  the  ground  with  rough 
t)Oards,  and  roof,  ends,  and  sides  covered  outside  the  boarding  with  good  sheathing  paper,  and 
shingled  with  cedar  shingles  laid  five  inches  tu  the  weather. 

Inside  between  the  sills  is  filled  In  with  small  stone  to  the  depth  of  six  or  eight  inches,  and 
covered  with  gravel  or  sand  level  with  top  of  sills;  this  will  bring  the  floor  up  enough  so  it  will 
be  perfectly  dry,  and  the  fowls  will  always  have  a  dust  bath  in  tlie  sand  and  gravel  of  the  floor. 

The  high  side  of  the  house  should  face  the  south  or  southwest,  and  have  two  windows  fifteen 
lights  each  of  8  X  10  glass.  The  windows  are  hung  on  hinges,  and  swing  inside,  and  when 
these  windows  are  swung  open  on  bright  sunny  days  the  house  is  turned  into  a  partial  open 
scratching  shed.  The  house  can  be  divided  with  wire  partition  and  frame  door  covered  with 
wire  hung  on  spring  hinges.  This  will  give  two  pens  that  are  very  convenient  if  more  than  one 
variety  is  kept,  or  when  sorting  fowls  for  breeding. 

The  roosts  are  at  the  low  side  of  the  house.  The  droppings  boards  are  put  up  two  feet  from 
the  sill,  and  the  cleats  that  the  roosts  rest  upon  are  six  inches  higher  than  the  droppings  boards. 
The  roosts  are  2x4,  the  length  of  each  pen,  two  roosts  to  a  pen.  They  are  ten  inches  from  the 
wall  and  fifteen  inches  apart.    The  droppings  boards  are  three  feet  wide. 

The  nest.?  are  under  the  droppings  boards,  and  are  14  x  14  inches  wide  by  12  inches  deep; 
they  tit  up  against  the  droppings  Ijoards,  leaving  a  space  of  one  foot  under  them  so  the  fowls 
have  the  entire  floor  to  roam  and  scratch  in.  These  nests  are  not  nailed  in  place,  l)Ut  slide  in 
on  cleats;  they  are  made  in  one  long  box  divided  in  four  nests,  each  with  a  four  inch  board  at 
back  to  bold  the  straw  that  the  nests  are  made  of.  The  front  of  the  nest  is  a  four  and  an 
ei^^hth  inch  board.  The  wide  board  Is  hinged  and  drops  down  so  the  eggs  can  be  gathered  from 
the  front.  The  back  of  the  nest  is  provided  with  a  four  Inch  board  for  the  hens  to  step  upon 
when  entering  the  nest.  These  nests  are  retired  and  dark  enough  so  there  is  no  danger  of  egg 
eating. 

 .  /s-/r.   


The  wall  back  of  the  roost  from  the  droppings  board  up  to  plate,  and  the  roof  up  to  a  line 
even  with  the  outer  edge  of  droppings  boards  is  double  boarded  and  stufl'ed  with  dry  sawdust. 

My  bouse  that  is  built  on  this  plan  is  forty  feet  long,  and  I  find  it  just  the  thing.  I  like  it 
better  every  year;  better  than  any  other  house  that  I  have  yet  seen.  There  is  no  space  taken 
up  for  walk  or  nests.    The  bouse  is  built  for  hens,  and  the  entire  floor  space  is  given  to  them. 

With  the  short  and  long  roof  you  get  a  bouse  high  enough  to  work  in  without  danger  of  head 
bumps;  while  with  the  single  pitched  roof  the  walls  would  have  to  be  much  higher  to  get  the 
same  room  at  low  side  of  house,  and,  therefore,  much  colder.  The  high  side  of  this  bouse  faces 
the  south,  giving  room  for  high  windows,  and  giving  larger  area  of  building  the  benefit  of  the 
sun  in  the  short  winter  days  when  it  is  so  much  needed.  In  my  house  the  windows  are  open 
every  day,  except  when  the  snow  blows  in,  and  I  am  never  troubled  with  colds  or  roup  among 
my  hens.  They  are  as  healthy  and  vigorous  a  lotof  fowls  as  you  can  find  anywhere.  I  keep  the 
floor  well  covered  with  litter  In  which  I  scatter  grain,  and  the  fowls  will  scratch  and  dig  and 
sing  all  day  long  as  happy  and  contented  as  if  they  were  in  my  wife's  flower  beds  in  June. 

Bill  of  Lumber. 

Sills,  2  pieces  4  x  4,  16  ft.  long. 
Sills,  2  pieces  4x4,  12  ft.  long. 
Studding,  9  pieces,  2  x  4,  6  ft.  4  in.  long. 
Studding,  9  pieces,  2  x  4,  3  ft.  10  in.  long. 
Plates,  2  pieces,  2  x  4,  16  ft.  long. 
Rafters,  9  pieces,  2  x  4,  9  ft.  6  in.  long. 
Rafters,  9  pieces,  2  x  4,  4  ft.  6  in.  long. 
Collar  beams,  9  pieces,  1  x  4,  0  ft.  long. 
End  and  partition  studs,  4  pieces,  2  x  4,  8  ft.  long. 
In  all— 320  ft.  of  spruce  for  fiame,  <a)  $14 
Ten  cedar  posts  3  ft.  8  in.  long,  4  in.  at  top. 
P>oO  sq.  ft.  of  hemlock  boards,  ®  $10  per  M., 
150  sq.  ft.  of  matched  boards,  fa)  $16  per  M., 

30  sq.  ft.  of  furring  4  in.  wide,  &  $14  per  M., 

40  sq.  ft.  of  furring  5  in.  wide,  ffl  $14  per  M., 
5  M.  shingles,  fa)  $1.50  per  M., 

30  lbs.  of  nails,  ®  4c.  per  lb., 
3  rolls  of  sheathing  paper,  iS>  50c.  per  roll, 

10  cedar  posts,  &  5c.  each. 
Hinges  and  latch. 


$4  48 

5  50 
2  40 
42 
56 
7  50 
1  20 
1  50 
50 
50 

$24  56 


These  are  the  prices  that  rule  in  this  vicinity. 


This  house  I  would  rate  as  having  a  capacity  of  12  bens  to  a  pen,  in  all  24  hens.  At  a  pinch 
it  might  be  used  for  a  few  more,  but  with  the  droppings  l)oards  extending  3  ft.  from  the  north 
wall,  and  the  nests  under  them  the  floor  space  for  use  in  the  house  is  hardly  more  than  8x9  ft., 
or  "2  sq.  ft. 

While  not  disposed  to  quarrel  with  those  who  use  and  prefer  them,  the  arrangement  of  nest 
under  droppings  boards  never  suite<l  me.  even  when  I  used  droppings  boards  in  the  poultry 
houses.  The  nest  arrangement  I  like  best  for  laying  hens  is  an  open  nest  to  hang  on  the  wall. 
This  will  be  described  in  connection  with  other  nests  in  a  subsequent  lesson. 

As  the  reader  may  infer  from  a  comparison  of  this  with  my  own  plans,  the  packed  wall  and 
roof  back  of  and  above  the  fowls  is  a  feature  I  consider  unnecessary.  During  this  last  winter 
I  have  had  one  pen  of  hens  that  had  a  shed  full  of  leaves  back  of  it.  but  I  could  not  see  tbat 
thev  were  better  olTthan  the  bens  that  had  but  one  thickness  of  boards. 


A  House  With   Single  Pitched  Roof  Sloping  South. 

JS.  A.  O'Brien,  Soul/i  Dennig,  Mass. 

This  is  a  10  x  15  ft.  house;  7  ft.  back;  4  ft.  front,  facing  south.  The  claim  for  this  house 
is  a  combination  laying  house  and  scratching  shed.    Its  capacity  is  twenty  hens. 

There  are  two  windows  34  x  4  ft.  in  front,  which  are  hinged  at  top.  and  opening  inward, 
held  up  by  a  hook  from  roof;  wire  netting  on  outside  of  casing,  so  thst  in  all  stormy  days 
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Draain^s    Showing    Ground    Plan    and   Sinidure    of    Mr.    O'Brien's    Poultry  House. 
X>,  door;  o,  suiUl  dtK>r;  w,  wiudow ;  .J.  il.oppiugs  boa.  d;  r  r,  roosts;  T,  irouxli  tor  droppiugs;  w,  water  vessel. 
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Ihese  windows  can  be  opened,  and  the  fowls  have  plenty 
of  good  fresh  air  with  no  i/rafls.  Tlie.se  wiiuiow!-  are  placed 
at  the  west  end  of  the  front  of  the  house,  one  foot  apai't, 
leaving  a  space  of  six  feet  at  the  east  end  for  laying  and 
roosting  room  not  partitioned  off. 

The  droppings  board  is  3  x  G  ft.,  and  on  hinges  which  can 
be  made  at  any  blacksmith's  shop  —  a  four  inch  eye  threaded 
—  which  is  screwed  into  the  corner  upright,  and  into  another 
upright  six  feet  away:  the  hinge  is  made  with  an  "L"  to 
fit  the  eye,  rounded.  The  roosts  are  made  of  three  inch 
furring  —  two  pieces  6  ft.  long,  14  in.  apart,  and  two  pieces 
2.i  ft.  long  —  and  put  on  hinges  the  same  as  the  droppings 
board,  and  attached  to  the  same  uprights,  only  8  in.  above 
droppings  board,  which  is  one  foot  above  the  lower  stringer. 

A  Hat  trough,  10  in.  wide  and  6  ft.  long,  veith  4  in.  ends 
and  sides,  is  placed  between  the  two  uprights  close  to  the 
wall;  this  trough  catches  all  the  droppings  as  the  droppings 
board  is  raised  up  to  the  back  wall  and  hooked  up  out  of 
the  way.  With  the  hinges  made  as  above  mentioned,  the 
roosts  and  droppings  board  can  be  unhinged  without  any 
trouble,  and  taken  out  and  cleaned. 

When  going  through  the  house  mornings  to  feed,  it  is  a 
matter  of  but  a  minute  to  raise  roosts  and  droppings  board, 

droppings  falling  into  trough  below  ;  then  when  feeding  at  uight  let  them  down  again  and 
sprinkle  a  little  slaked  lime  or  ashes — just  dust — which  absorbs  the  moisture  from  droppings, 
and  they  roll  off  when  the  board  is  raised;  trough  may  be  cleaned  once  a  week.  Push 
wheelbarrow  into  house,  and  as  the  trough  is  wiile  enough  to  admit  a  shovel,  it  takes  but 
few  minutes  to  clean  it  out,  again  using  a  sprinkling  of  lime  or  ashes. 

The  arrangement  of  roosts  and  droppings  boards  gives  the  whole  house  for  a  scratching 
shed.    Put  in  a  foot  of  litter;  throw  grain  iu  litter,  and  hens  will  do  the  rest. 

On  extremely  cold  nights  a  curtain  of  burlap  can  be  made  very  cheaply  and  dropped  from 
roof  to  about  six  feet  above  the  droppings  board ;  the  burlap  is  better  than  cotton  or  duck,  as 
it  is  so  loosely  woven  that  it  does  not  make  a  hot  house  of  the  roosts,  but  allows  a  free  circu- 
lation of  air,  and  yet  gives  the  needed  warmth. 

The  material  used  in  building  this  house  is  as  follows: — 
5  sticks,  2  X  4  —  15  ft.  long  for  stringers. 
15  sticks,  2  x  4  —  12  ft.  long  for  roof,  front  and  back  uprights. 
450  feet  hemlock  boards. 

1  roll  Neponset  red  roof  paper. 

2  sash,  34  X  4  ft. 

3  pair  strap  hinges  for  door  and  windows. 

2  pair  hinges  and  eyes  for  roosts  and  droppings  board. 
5  hooks  for  door,  windows,  roosts,  droppings  board. 
1  bundle  latlis  for  cleats  for  roof. 
The  price  for  material  differs  so  much  in  different  localities  that  I  will  not  give  prices,  but 
this  house,  with  lumber  at  |18  per  1,000  ft.,  should  and  can  be  built  for  le.ss  than  $25. 

As  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Pattison's  house,  we  have  here  a  plan  in  which  the  dimensions 
minimize  what  I  call  faults  in  the  style  of  the  house.  Iu  a  house  with  the  front  only  4  ft. 
high,  the  sun  does  not  get  into  the  house  as  it  does  with  higher  windows,  while  the  whole 
roof  and  front  being  exposed  to  the  south,  such  a  house,  unless  very  carefully  ventilated, 
warms  up  too  much  during  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  cools  too  quickly  after  the  sun  goes 
down. 

Though  I  would  not  recommend  this  style  of  roof  for  a  house  built  where  any  style  of  roof 
might  be  used,  there  are  times  when  it  is  the  best  style  —  as  when  a  poultry  house  is  to  be  built 
as  a  lean-to  beside  another  building. 

In  a  house  of  this  style  and  dimensions,  I  think  it  would  be  found  an  advantage  to  [)ut 
windows  in  the  ends  as  well  as  in  the  front.  The  light  would  be  belter,  and  the  ventilation 
through  the  windows  could  be  better  worked  to  offset  the  faults  of  this  style  of  roof. 

The  roosting  arrangement  is  one  that  will  appeal  to  many. 


A  Neat  House  With  Labor  Cost  Given. 

A.  T.  Grosvenor,  Abinyton,  (Jonn. 

Last  year  I  wintered  three  pens  of  hens  in  houses  constructed  similar  to  the  accompanying 
plan.  This  plan,  however,  in  order  to  accommodate  twenty-five  hens,  is  two  feet  longer  and 
one  foot  wider  than  the  plan  of  the  house  now  in  use.  The  pitch  of  the  roof  on  each  house  is 
the  same,  consequently  the  larger  building  is  somewhat  higher. 

In  regard  to  the  construction,  the  sills  are  3  x  4  iu.  pieces,  while  the  posts,  plates,  rafters, 
etc.,  are  all  2  X  3  in.  The  frame  is  covered  with  ploughed  and  matched  pine,  or  barn  boards 
only.  The  roof  is  shingled,  w  ith  no  attempt  to  have  the  roof  boards  fit  closely  ;  in  fact,  on  the 
four  houses  which  I  have,  the  roof  boards  are  neai'ly  two  inches  apart.  The  eight  inch  jet  is  of 
course  unnecessary,  but  I  think  it  adds  considerable  to  the  appearance. 

For  light  there  are  two  windows  with  double  sashes,  each  sash  having  two  12  x  16  inch  panes. 
One  or  both  of  these  windows  is  opened  a  part  of  each  day,  the  time  determined  by  the  tem- 
jjerature  and  condition  of  the  weather.    The  floor  of  each  pen  is  sand  and  gravel 
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Exterior   of  Mr.    Qrosvenor's    Poultry  House. 
Scute,  J-inch  to  llie  Foot. 

In  this  plan  we  get  away,  a.  little,  from  the  severely  plain  and  simple  construction  of  the 
other  plans  given,  and  get  a  building  somewhat  more  sightly,  a  point  which  sometimes  has  I  > 
be  considered  if  a  poultry  house  is  so  placed  with  reference  to  other  buildings  that  an  extremely 
plain  one  would  mar  the  general  effect. 

The  one  point  which  seems  to  me  especially  to  call  for  criticism  is  the  leaving  a  space 
between  the  sheathing  on  the  roof.  Most  of  my  houses  are  built  that  way,  but  I  would  not 
build  another  without  laying  the  roof  sheathing  close.  The  Increase  of  cost  is  comparatively 
trifling,  and  the  gain  iu  looks,  and  a  smooth  surface  to  whitewash  is  considerable. 

As  with  some  of  the  other  plans  given,  the  capacity  of  this  house  is  rated  rather  high. 
Twenty-five  hens  may  be  kept  in  it  iu  winter,  but  twenty  is  nearer  right,  and  the  latter 
number  is  the  safer  one  to  use. 

Which  Plan? 

In  the  above  plans,  and  the  two  given  in  the  last  lesson,  readers  have  been  furnished 
plans  for  seven  i^lain,  good,  and  cheap  poultry  houses  at  low  to  moderate  cost. 

While  I  have  made  some  criticisms  on  the  plans  in  this  lesson,  and  also  indicated  some  faults 
in  construction  of  the  houses  I  built,  I  want  to  impress  it  on  those  studying  these  lessons,  and 
about  to  decide  what  style  of  house  to  build,  that — considered  from  the  standpoint  of  practical 
work  —  the  faults  of  these  plans  are  what  we  may  term  secondary  faults.  There  is  nothing  iu 
any  of  them,  that  I  can  discover,  that  would  make  it  possible  for  one  using  such  a  house  to 
attribute  poor  results  to  the  house. 

The  matter  of  the  adaptability  of  these  different  plans  to  different  conditions,  and  especially 
to  other  climates,  will  seem  to  many  to  call  for  consideration.  Many  suppose  —  and  not 
unnaturally  —  that  a  house  suited  to  New  England  conditions  would  not  suit  conditions  in 
Virginia,  Maryland,  Florida,  or  Texas. 

The  more  substantially  and  warmly  built  houses  used  in  northern  states  go  beyond  what 
southern  conditions  require  in  construction.  That  they  also,  go  bejond  what  northern  con- 
ditions require,  a  great  many  of  us  believe,  and  are  proving  our  faith  by  the  style  of  buildings 
we  use.  But  a  warm,  tight  house  with  small  openings  which  might  work  satisfactorily  in  the 
north  —  except  iu  occasional  sultry  weather,  would  be  unsatisfactory  in  a  warm  climate.  For 
such  a  climate  an  open  shed  house,  such  as  those  I  am  using,  is  much  better.  Perhaps  some  of 
our  southern  readei  s  can  suggest  modifications  of  these  plans  to  still  better  suit  conditions 
there.  However,  from  my  own  experience  with  houses  of  different  styles  iu  Colorado,  where  I 
have  seen  colder  weather  than  iu  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  much  warmer  weather  than  we  ever 
have  here,  and  more  sudden  changes  than  I  have  seen  here,  I  feel  safe  in  recommending 
such  houses  as  I  now  use 
for  any  place  where  shelter 
Is  required.  They  are 
quite  as  slight  iu  construc- 
tion as  it  is  possible  to 
make  them  and  have  them 
stand  up  and  stay  together, 
and  at  the  same  time  they 
provide  protection  from 
storms  of  all  kinds. 

Next  Lesson. 

The  next  lesson  will 
take  up  plans  of  continu- 
ous houses. 


Materials  and  Labor. 

Frame. 


Sills.  I 


2  pieces  3x4  in.  12  ft. 
1  piece  3  X  4  in.  IG  ft. 

3  pieces  2x3  in.  16  ft. 
16  pieces  "  - "  ■-  m 


.  12  ft.  long, 

" "  "  lon>j 


1.  ..u  iL.  long, 
2x3  in.  12  ft.  long, 


$22.50  per  M., 

Boards,  etc. 


24  sq.  ft. 
10  sq.  ft. 
24  sq.  ft. 
90  sq.  ft. 

100  sq.  ft. 


154  sq.  ft.  roof  boards,  14  ft.  long,  ®  $20  per  M., 
192  sq.  ft.  barn  boards,  16  ft.  long,  rSi  $.30  per  M., 
168  sq.  ft.  barn  boards,  12  ft.  long, 
9  pieces  square  edge  pine,  4  in.  wide,  12  ft.  long, 

(S)$30  perM., 
3  pieces  square  edge  pine,  4  in.  wide,  14  ft.  long, 
1260  shingles,  ®  $4  per  M., 
2  windows, 

Nails,  hiuge.«.  thumb  latch,  etc., 
Laboi-, 

Total, 


60 


3  08 
5  76 
5  04 

1  08 
42 

5  00 

2  20 
1  00 
1  50 

$34  68 
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Diagrams   Showing   Qround  Plan    and  Framing   of  Mr.    Crosoenor's  House^ 
Scale,  J-iucli  to  the  Foot. 
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How    Shall    We    Ventilate  Poultry  Houses 


ED  I  T  O  K  Farm  -  PofLTKY  :  —  Since  my  name  has 
appeared  so  fieqiienlly  in  F.-I*.,  1  feel  a  little  timid 
about  asking  permiis.-ion  to  bave  it  appear  again,  but 
if  Tou  will  kinilly  grant  me  the  favor,  I  will  try 
■  rietly  to  tell  of  my  observations  in  regard  to  the  open  front 
.ml  curtain  front  houses.  1  have  taken  special  care  when 
ailing  on  people  having  such  houses,  to  learu  and  see  all  1 
.luM.  In  following  the  Fau.M-I'oULTRY  articles  on  the  sul>- 
•  it.  I  find  the  idea  of  an  "open  from"  ranifes  from  a  window 
neniiig,  to  the  entire  front  open.  I  think  this  one  cause  of 
:  je  difference  of  opinion. 

I  do  not  wish  to  call  anyone  bad  names  who  may  chance  to 
ditTr-r  with  me,  or  to  doubt  their  sanity,  or  call  them  '•fanati- 
cal," for  1  have  learned  that  the  insane  person  is  almost  sure  to 
^  feel  that  he  is  right,  and  that  the  other  Is  "cragy."'  Jfeithcr  do 
1  want  to  call  anyone  an  "  idiot,"'  much  less  a  •'  (larnetl  idiot," 
as  our  esteemed  brother  from  Auburn,  >Ie.,  did  in  January 
l^t  FaRxI-Toi  ltry.  Ilow  Jin  West  could  stoop  to  use  such 
language  in  a  publication,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  Understand. 

After  trying  to  "do  up"  Jlr;  Morse,  he  then  Hew  at  the 
writer's  scalp  for  saying  that  1  was  not  in  accord  with  the 
Maine  Lzperiment  Station,  and  refers  the  readers  to  "Bulletin 
Xo.  100." 

I  am  conversant  with  that  Bulletin,  and  I  have  a  great 
respect  for  I'rof.  Gowell.  I  am  following  his  method  of  feed- 
ing chickens  with  good  succe.ss ;  yet  I  do  not  agree  with  him 
on  the  type  of  house  shown  on  page  C  of  said  bulletin,  and  it 
would  seem  that  the  professor  has  modified  his  idea  some,  as 
Mr.  West  will  see  by  comparing  the  house  on  page  G.  with  the 
very  large  opening,  with  that  on  page  15,  which  has  openings 
equal  to  about  one  window  and  three-fourths,  1  should  judge. 

This  house,  with  these  openings,  does  not  let  in  much  more 
air  than  I  do  into  my  houses  by  opening  my  glass  windows. 
The  most  of  the  houses  1  have  seen  were  modeled  after  the 
first  bouse  with  the  large  openfng. 

In  an  open  shed  the  animal  heat  of  the  fowls  alone  has  to 
heat  the  shed  on  a  cloudy  day  in  winter,  and  it  makes  quite  a 
difference  whether  there  is  an  opening  3x8  ft.,  as  in  I'rof. 
Gowell's  new  house,  or  an  opening  6  x  10  ft.,  as  in  many 
bouses  I  bave  seen. 

The  smallest  opening  helps  to  consume  the  animal  heat.  It 
is  this  misunilerstnnding  as  to  what  an  open  front  is  that  has 
led  to  such  a  wiile  range  of  results  from  its  use. 

From  Mr.  West's  ;  latement  in  January  1st  F.-P.,  he  would 
leail  those  not  conversant  with  this  Bulletin,  to  believe  that 
Prof.  Gowell  is  a  thorough  convert  to  the  open  front  house, 
when,  in  reality,  they  have  the  warm  closed  house,  150  feet 
long,  built  in  IJSOt*. 

Prof.  Gowell  says  on  page  12  of  the  Bulletin,  of  this  house : 
"  The  ease  with  which  the  hens  are  cared  for,  the  availability 
of  the  entire  floor  spiice,  and  the  welfare  and  productiveness 
of  the  birds  kept  here,  commends  this  building  as  one  of  toe 
best.'' 

The  curtain  front  house  was  built  in  1903,  and  is  1.50  ft.  long, 
and  1  presume  it  is  of  equal  size  as  the  warm  house,  so  that 
flocks  of  equal  size  may  be  compared.  He  says  of  the  open 
houses  that  '•  the  birds  have  laid  as  well  as  their  mates  in  the 
large  warmed  house  have  done.''  He  also  says:  "We  feel 
very  sure  that  this  is  one  of  the  right  systems  of  treatment  and 
housing  of  hens." 

Here  is  what  is  said  about  the  curtain  front  part:  "  Eitub 
of  the  20  ft.  sections  has  two  12-light  outside  windows  screw  ed 
onto  ihe  front,  and  the  space  between  the  windows,  which  is 
8  ft.  long  and  3  ft.  wide,  drawn  from  the  plate,  is  covereil 
during  rough  winter  storms  and  cold  nights,  by  a  light  frame 
covered  with  ten  ounce  duck,  oiled  and  closely  tackeil  on. 
This  door,  or  curtain,  is  hinged  at  the  top,  and  swings  in  and 
up  to  the  roof  when  open." 
I  It  will  be  observed  that  ibe  space  is  only  3x8,  or  24  sq.  Tl. 
of  opening  for  a  space  H  x  20,  or  280  sq.  ft.  of  floor  K[>ace,  ami 
this  allows  one  square  foot  of  ventilating  space  foreach  11§  ft. 
of  floor  space. 

Just  wherein  I  iliffer  is  in  the  method  of  ventilation.  Why 
have  the  curtain?  In  all  such  houses  with  an  oiled  curkiin 
snugly  lacked  on,  in  cold  or  rough  weather  it  is  closed,  (some- 
times), anil  when  closed  the  oil  prevents  circulation  of  air. 
Then,  of  course,  the  windows  must  go  up,  (miue  have  been  up 
some  every  day  this  winter),  and  if  the  air  can  cirrulale 
through  a  window,  (that  will  admit  clear  light),  part  of  Ihe 
time,  why  not  ventilate  that  way  all  of  the  time?  AVhy  have 
the  two  to  keep  in  repair  when  the  one  will  dojust  as  well? 

When  the  Creator  devised  the  scheme  of  nature,  lie  made 
Various  organs  of  animals  with  dual  puri)osefi  —  the  nose  of 
man  is  the  organ  of  the  sense  of  smell,  and  also  to  breathi- 
through:  the  tongue,  with  which  to  move  food  in  the  nioulh. 
to  help  talk  and  taste,  and  other  organs  with  more  than  one  use. 

Following  out  this  train  of  reasoninir,  why  should  one  t:ike 
the  trouble  to  make  two  articles  to  accomplish  what  one  will 
do? 

My  house  which  I  changed  over  has  a  roosting  room  8x12 
ft.  to  each  pen,  with  one  window;  this  window  has  been  open 
slightly  every  night  this  winter,  no  matter  how  cold.  The 
birils  have  had  goo'l  appetit'  s,  and  no  sickness;  have  laid  over 
a  40%  yield  since  .January  l^t.  There  were  no  frosted  comlis, 
although  water,  if  left  in  the  bucket,  would  chill  some  of  the 
coldest  nights. 


I  liave  learned  that  an  open  window  between  two  spaces  of 
air  of  ditt'erent  temperatures  allows  a  circulation  of  air  more 
or  less  rapid,  according  as  the  diflerence  is  greater  or  less; 
hence  it  follows  that  the  greater  the  cold  outside,  the  less  open- 
ing is  needed,  as  the  warm  air  inside  will  rush  out  at  the  top 
of  the  opening,  and  the  cold  outside  air  will  rush  in  at  the 
bottom  at  a  corresponding  rate. 

I  can  see  no  use  in  filtering  the  air  through  window  open- 
ings covered  by  burlap.  It  is  air  before  it  passes  through,  ami 
it  is  air  stiil,  after  passing  through.  Just  what  magic  etlect 
the  filtering  has  I  cannot  understand.  When  I  admit  air  to 
my  hen  house,  my  stables,  or  bed  chamber,  1  give  it  unre- 
stricted admittance,  and  if  I  find  I  am  getting  too  much  air, 
why, just  close  the  window  enough  so  that  the  volume  of  air 
in  circulation,  though  rapid,  shall  not  change  the  quantity  of 
warm  air  too  fast. 

Burlap  as  a  curtain  In  front  of  a  roosting  closet,  seems  to  be 
about  the  best  thing  to  Use  from  all  points  of  view. 

Allow  me  to  introduce  the  reader  to  a  "  laying  house"  that  I 
was  in  last  winter  —  about  the  middle  of  December.  The 
owner  invited  me  In  to  see  his  fowls,  and  I  accepted.  The  day 
was  one  of  those  cold  damp  days,  with  just  a  little  snow  sift- 
ing down,  and  yet  the  position  of  the  sun  could  be  seen  through 
the  cloud.  Til's  house  has  an  ojjen  front,  which  is  about  C  x  9 
ft.  square.  The  curtains  were  up,  and  the  hens  stood  for  the 
most  part  in  the  back  side  of  the  shed  in  a  bunch,  looking  as  if 
they  were  thinking  of  '■  the  good  old  summer  time."  They 
weie  not  laying  satisfactorily.  I  stood  and  talkeil  in  there 
possibly  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  with  a  heavy  ulster  on,  and 
when  I  came  out  I  was  so  cohl  I  was  glad  to  drive  to  a  nearby 
blacksmith  shop  and  thaw  out  by  his  stove. 


Later  in  the  winter  I  called  at  another  small  poultry  plant 
which  is  supposed  to  be  a  model;  there  I  found  pens  about  ten 
feet  square,  for  scratching  sheds,  and  a  curtain  about  6  x  10 
ft.,  I  should  judge.  The  mercury  stood  at  about  18°  or  20° 
above.  A  raw  south  wind  was  blowing,  and  the  curtains 
were  closed  to  keep  it  off  the  fowls.  The  wind  was  slapping 
and  flapping  them  like  a  loose  sail,  and  working  in  around 
them.  At  some  time  they  had  been  damp,  and  the  dust  which 
the  hens  had  kicked  up,  having  lodged  on  them,  had  stuck 
there,  and  for  that  reason  the  light  was  rather  dim  in  the 
scratching  space;  so  poor,  in  fact,  that  I  would  not  care  to 
read  F.-P.  print  by  it  long  at  a  lime;  and  it  was  cold  there;  so 
cold  I  was  glad  to  go  into  the  brooder  house  to  warm  up. 

In  November,  when  the  cold  winds  blow  arouml  every 
corner,  please  observe  how  the  hens  and  pullets  will  collect  on 
the  lee  side  of  the  lilacs  or  rose  bushes,  or,  in  fact,  any 
sheltered  corner.  If  left  to  shift  for  themselves,  the  chances 
are  many  that  eggs  will  be  rather  scarce  until  late  in  winter. 

In  April  1st  F.-P.,  Mr.  F.  M.  Sutts  thinks  a  curtain  may  be 
put  in  where  it  won't  interfere  with  the  glass  windows,  "even 
on  the  north  side  of  a  house,"  and  i  would  advise  him  to  move 
to  South  America  or  South  Africa  when  he  tries  it. 

Better  keep  the  north  side  closed,  brother. 

It  is  simply  amusing  that  men  have  come  to  conclude  that, 
in  order  to  get  air  into  a  poultry  house,  they  must  have  a 
"  curtain  "  somewhere  about  the  house,  even  if  it  is  not  larger 
than  a  woman's  apron. 

This  certainly  is  not  "  brief,"  and  1  ask  the  edilor's  and  the 
patient  reader's  pardon. 

V.  W.  Ely. 


How  a  Poultry   Business  Grew 


A  Snccessfnl  I'/niltr;/  Business  EsUihUsned  in  Five  Years 
Friim  Sales  of  $J2o  First  Year  for  Eygs  for  Hatch- 
ing and  Breeding  Stork  to  an  Average  of  Over  $'J00 
Per  Month  Sales  the  Fifth  Year). 

ISH.\LL  endeavor  to  tell  of  my  struggles  to  establish  a 
good  business  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  ariiHhinking  of 
going  into  the  poultry  business  to  make  a  living.  I 
started  in  five  years  ago  right  after  I  hail  taken  the 
Special  Course  in  Poultry  Culture  at  Kingston  Agricultural 
College.  I  bad  been  brerdiiig  R.  I.  Ileds  for  six  years  before, 
anil  I  selected  out  two  pens  of  the  best  birds  and  raised  about 
200.  I  put  a  small  classified  ad.  in  FaRM-Poui.TJ'.Y,  run  il  in 
this  paper  through  the  s])ring  months  at  a  cost  of  8(i.  S:.il<  s 
from  this  advertising  of  eggs  for  hatching  and  breeding  slock 
wi  re  §125. 

I  worked  as  a  motornian  on  Ihe  electric  railroail  right  along 
while  building  up  my  trade.  Jly  wife  helped  me  all  she  could. 
The  second  year  sales  were  §478  for  eggs  for  batching  and 
breeding  stock.  These  figures  do  not  include  what  was  sold 
for  market,  as  that  was  kept  separate.  1  spent  S.'iO  for  adver- 
tising this  year.  The  third  year  a  great  many  articles  deroga- 
tory to  K.  I.  Reds  appeared  in  a  number  of  poultry  papers, 
and  Ihe  boom  on  R.  I.  Reds  had  fallen  out.  This  year  I  think 
niy  hat  bail  grown  too  big.  As  I  had  about  300  Ueds  I  spent 
§200  in  advertising  and  a  catalogue  Ibis  year,  my  sales  for 
breeding  stock  and  eygs  for  hatching  were  on ly  §251 .  I  h:iil 
losi  at  a  time  when  I  felt  il  niosi.  but  I  knew  ihe  demand 
woi.ld  increiisp  if  I  just  stuck  to  il.  as  tbe  Reds  would  lie 
recogr.i/.ed  for  their  slerling  qualities.  1  uiiijhl  say  I  had 
fallen  in  with  a  professional  aiUertser  who  ran  an  adverlising 
agency,  and  was  persuaded  to  lay  out  so  miiLb  for  advertising, 


and  he  wrote  my  ads.  this  year.  He  did  not  know  a  ben  from 
a  sparrow,  if  I  may  use  the  expression.  He  wrote  j^art  of  my 
calaloiTue.  I  was  not  permitted  to  see  a  proof  of  it.  When  it 
w^s  delivered  my  wife  paid  for  it  in  my  absence.  What  he 
had  written  on  his  own  responsibility  in  the  catalog. le  was 
such  that  a  poultryman  reading  it  would  know-  the  writer  did 
not  know  uuii  h  of  anything  about  poultry.  The  cost  was  §-10 
for  1,0(10.  I  was  ashameil  to  send  it  out  in  a  number  of 
in-tances.  In  the  meantime  wife  and  I  worked  to  build  iipone 
of  the  bist  laying  strains  in  the  country.  'We  used  imp 
nests.    We  had  a  good  iayini;  strain  to  work  on  from  the  start. 

The  fourth  year  I  spent  §78  for  advertisir.g.  exhibiled  sonie 
and  won  a  good  sliare  of  fir>t  (irizes,  and  m.M  §1,100  of  br<fil- 
ing  stock,  exhibition  birds,  and  eggs  foi'  b;itching.  I  worked 
on  the  electrics  just  the  same,  but  was  able  lo  get  oft'niost  imy 
time  it  was  necessary  lo  attend  to  my  po'ullry  business.  A\  hen 
I  made  full  time  on  Ihe  road  1  got  §16.28  per  weikofsi  vt  n 
da\s.  The  fifth  year,  which  has  just  1m  en  completed.  I  paid 
oui  §87  lor  advertising,  exhibiled  at  a  number  of  shows,  won 
a  lot  of  prizes,  and  sold  an  average  of  over  A200  per  month  lor 
breeding  stock,  exhibiiian  birds,  and  eggs  for  balcbing.  Sii  ce 
the  commencement  of  Ihe  new  year  my  sales  for  lireiding 
stock  and  esrgs  for  hatching  are  from  §75  lo  §100  per  we* k, 
and  I  liaveju»t  starled  to  sell  new  hatched  chicks.  Am  row 
selling  about  §105  per  w  eek.  This  1  keep  separate  from  sales 
of  eggs  and  breedeis.  1  have  a  nice  lot  of  fruit  trees  in  pcnl- 
try  yards,  peach,  plum,  and  quince.  I  have  farmed  oul  a  lot 
of  iny  slock  on  account  of  working  on  cars.  My  intention 
was  to  build  up  a  good  trade  and  tlien  leave  to  attend  to  niy 
ponliry  business  altogether.  I  am  now  ready  to  go  into  it 
alt  i!;ether,  having  no  fear  I  will  not  be  successful,  as  1  now 
h;i\e  a  good  trade  established,  and  customers  are  coming  back 
each  year  besides  Ibe  new  customers  1  get  each  year.  1  would 
ailvi>o  anyone  to  do  as  1  have:  keep  your  situation  or  Imsiness 
while  building  U|)  a  poultry  business  if  iiossible.  1  ha\e 
worked  early  and  late  to  do  this,  and  the  succe>s  I  haxe  met 
amply  repays  my  trouble.  T.  X.  Smith. 

Attleboro  Falls,  Mass. 
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The  Last  Chance. 

AFTER  June  SO,  a  charge  of  25  ceuts  will  be  made  for  the  lesson  leaflets  which  we  have 
been  giving  with  subscriptions  to  Farm-Poultry  so  that  all  subscribers  migln  have 
the  lessons  complete  from  the  beginning.  We  began  to  put  lessons  in  leaflet  form  and 
give  them  away  early  in  the  year  because  the  demand  for  copies  of  the  paper  contain- 
ing tbem  was  so  great  that  the  stock  of  papers  reserved  as  usual  for  subscribers  who  wish  to 
have  their  subscriptions  begin  with  the  first  number  of  the  year  was  almost  immediately 
exhausted.  The  first  intention  was  to  furnish  them  free  for  a  short  time,  then  make  a  charge 
proportionate  to  the  number  of  leaflets  furnished.  That  arrangement,  however,  was  not 
simple  enough.  It  involved  too  much  work  for  the  subscription  and  bookkeeping  department, 
80  we  decided  to  deal  with  subscribers  coming  in  this  year  collei  tively  in  this  matter,  furnish  the 
leaflets  free  for  half  the  year,  and  make  as  low  a  charge  as  we  could  aftord  to  for  the  other  half. 
We  furnish  extra  lesson  leaflets  free  to  all  subscribers  up  to  and  including  June  30.  For  the 
remainder  of  the  year  each  new  subscriber  whd  wants  the  leaflets  of  the  lessons  before  his  sub- 
scription began  will  be  charged  2a  cents  for  them. 

We  would  also  say  in  this  connection  that  about  Jan.  1,  190t;,  the  complete  lessons  for  the 
year  1905  will  appear  in  book  form  bound  in  paper,  and  the  price  will  be  50  cents.  \Va  make 
this  announcement  that  subscribers  who  prefer  to  wait  and  take  the  lessons  in  book  form  may 
have  the  opportunity  to  do  so.  We  anticipate  that  a  good  many  will  want  the  leaflets  of  the 
early  lessons  before  we  could  furnish  the  lessons  for  the  year  complete  in  bound  form,  tlial  they 
may  "read  up"  from  the  lieginning,  but  we  advise  any  who  do  not  need  them  immediately  to 
wait  for  the  completed  volume. 

No  Thought  of  Hostility. 

FOLLOWING  our  recent  comments  on  the  admission  of  the  Buckeyes  to  the  Standard,  we 
are  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Frank  Metcalf,  in  which  she  says: — "I  see  you  have 
not  had  full  information  on  the  subject  of  my  Buckeyes,  which  naturally  makes  you  take 
the  position  that  I  and  my  Buckeyes  are  hostile  to  the  R.  I.  Reds." 
We  do  not,  did  not  and  have  not  at  any  time  taken  the  position  that  Mrs.  Metcalf  and  the 
Buckeyes  are  hostile  to  the  R.  I.  Reds.  As  we  see  it  the  case  is  simply  this:  Mrs.  Metcalf, 
interested  in  the  development  of  a  type  of  fowls  which  she  calls  the  Buckeye  Reds,  and  finding 
that  they  are  very  like  a  breed  being  quite  extensively  developed  by  others  as  Rhode  Island 
Red,  begins  to  breed  R.  I.  Reds  and  apparently  to  cooperate  with  the  breeders  of  R.  T.  Reds 
with  the  Idea  of  working  for  a  common  type.  This  was  the  natural  and  sensible  thing  to  do 
under  the  circumstances. 

Later,  when  it  appeared  that  the  Rhode  Island  Red  breeders  would  not  develop  and  push  a 
pea  combed  variety  of  the  breed — that  being  the  type  Mrs.  Metcalf  had  bred  as  Buckeyes  — It 
seemed  to  be  evident  that  the  only  way  to  gain  for  this  type  of  Red  fowl  the  coveted  recog- 
nition of  the  American  Poultry  Association  was  to  seek  admission  for  it  as  a  distinct  breed. 

This  paper  opposes  such  recognition,  not  from  any  interest  in  or  consideration  for  the  R.  I. 
Reds,  but  because  we  see  no  evidence  that  the  fowls  admitted  to  the  Standard  as  Buckeyes  have 
either  the  uniform  merit  or  the  standing  in  favor  of  poultry  fanciers  that  would  warrant 
admitting  them  to  a  Standard  from  which  better  bred  and  more  widely  distributed  varieties 
have  been  barred. 

That  is  our  position  In  a  nutshell,  and  it  would  be  the  same  with  reference  to  any  breed  under 
the  same  conditions. 

The  Letter  of  the  Law. 

IN  THE  communication  from  Mrs.  Metcalf  referred  to  above,  she  says  of  the  admission  of 
tbe  Buckeyes: — "I  have  studied  Art.  VIII.  of  the  constitution  of  the  A.  P.  A.,  concern- 
ing the  admission  of  the  new  breeds,  and  acted  accordingly.  I  have  kept  the  letter  of  tbe 
law,  and  my  biids  are  legally  entitled  to  admission,  because  every  requirement  has  been 
met.  They  have  been  exhibited  at  three  shows  where  the  A.  P.  A.  held  annual  meetings; 
petitions  and  aflBdavits  have  been  furnished  to  prove  their  merit,  and  unless  the  constitution 
and  by-laws  are  changed  very  materially  they  cannot  he  turned  out.  Custom  may  say  that  a 
breed  must  be  popular  to  be  admitted,  but  the  article  governing  new  breeds  says  it  must 
possess  merit  and  new  breed  characteristics.  These  my  Buckeyes  do  possess,  the  female 
being  of  a  difl'erent  shade  from  the  R.  I.  Reds,  and  the  shape  resembling  the  Indian  Game,  with 
the  pea  comb  inherited  from  tbe  Indian  Game  ancestry,  as  well  as  darker  shade  of  red  and 
slate  in  undercolor.  *  *  *  The  only  trouble  with  my  breed  is  the  scarcity  of  them.  I  only 
have  a  few,  and  am  not  raising  many  this  year.  Other  breeders  are  in  the  same  boat.  Yet 
what  we  do  have  are  very  satisfactory,  and  are  breeding  true  to  tbe  type  we  admire.  *  *  » 
Buckeyes  have  not  attained  perfection  by  any  means,  and  I  would  like  to  know  what  lireed 
has;  besides,  I  never  meant  to  make  a  show  bird  of  them,  anyway.  I  believe  a  strictly  utility 
breed  Is  needed  in  the  Standard,  and  I  believe  I  have  succeeded  in  placing  one  there." 


There  is  another  way  of  construing  the  situation.  The  law  says  so  and  so;  but  the  decision 
as  to  whether  the  requirements  of  tbe  law  have  been  complied  with  is  by  majority  vole  of  the 
members  voting  at  a  meeting  of  the  American  Poultry  Association.  They  decide  whether  the 
breed  has  merit,  new  breed  characteristics,  and  they  have  been  accustomed  to  consider  to  what 
extent  the  merit  of  a  kind  of  fowls  has  so  manifested  itself  and  impi  essed  itself  upon  poultry- 
men  that  a  demand  for  it  has  been  created. 

The  present  law  with  regard  to  new  breeds  was  made  when  this  custom  had  been  long  estab- 
lished, and  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  recognition  of  the  safeguard  imposed  by  this  established 
custom  made  it  seem  to  those  who  framed  and  passed  the  rules  regulating  the  admission  of  new 
breeds  and  varieties  not  necessary  to  make  the  law  more  exp  cit.  on  this  point.  In  fact  the 
admission  of  a  breed  so  lacking  in  popularity  that  it  is  practically  unknown  to  probably  99.99% 
of  the  breeders  of  tbe  country  constitutes  such  an  al)surdity  that  it  would  be  trivial  in  a  rule  to 
recognize  it  as  a  possibility,  and  only  when  the  aft'airs  of  an  organization  are  in  a  state  of  con- 
fusion many  times  confounded  is  such  perversion  of  its  regulations  possible. 


No  Immediate  Danger  of  Poultry  Keeping  Being  Overdone. 

FANCY  hennery  eggs  in  the  Boston  market  are  higher,  and  have  been  all  Ibis  year  than 
ever  before.    We  speak  now  of  steadily  maintained  prices.    There  have  been  short 
periods  when  from  temporary  causes  prices  were  higher  in  other  years  than  this  )ear. 
In  western  eggs,  too,  the  steady  advance  of  prices  is  marked.    In  fact  it  is  more 
marked  in  them  tha-iT  in  the  nearby  product,  for  we  note  that  while  in  1900  at  this  season  nearby 
fancy  eggs  were  15c.  as  compared  with  the  present  price  of  20'a)21c.,  western  eggs  were  lljc. 
as  compared  with  the  price  of  ITI^lSc.  we  quoted  in  June  1  number. 

As  mentioned  from  time  to  time  in  these  columns,  we  have  had  for  some  years  unusually 
poor  production  of  early  winter  eggs,  but  the  late  winter  and  spring  pioductlon  has  been 
heavy  enough  to  show  each  year  a  steady  gain  over  the  total  production  of  previous  years. 
Pesqe  }t  Is  f Yldeut  frow  ^  cotjstderatioB  of  figures  and  prices  tb^t  the  demand  for  eggs  is 


increasing  faster  than  the  supply.  It  is  also  apparent  that  the  demand  grows  steadily,  and 
that  unless  in  some  way  production  is  soon  and  greatly  increased  the  supply  will  be  less  and 
less  adequate  and  prices  correspondingly  high. 

In  this  situation  we  see  every  inducement  for  the  poullryman  who  has  some  knowledge  of 
the  business,  some  equipment,  and  if  .not  an  unbrolien  record  of  successes,  an  occasional  suc- 
cess to  his  credit,  to  lake  new  courage  and  apply  himself  zealously  to  the  problem  In  the 
present  situation  of  making  poultry  pay  him.  There  is  encouragement  for  everyone  who  con- 
templates going  into  poultry  keeping,  but  those  who  have  someihing  of  a  start  are  more  sure 
of  the  full  benefit  of  the  period  of  high  prices  and  of  good  profits  on  good  work  with  poultry. 

The  situation  with  regard  to  table  poultry  is  much  the  same,  though  the  advance  is  not 
perhaps  so  conspicuous  in  all  prices. 

No  Revolution  but  Evolution. 

CONSIDERATION  of  conditions  in  the  poultry  industry  inevitably  leads  us  to  take 
notice  of  the  gradual  evolution  of  the  industry  in  a  direction  which,  from  some  points 
of  view,  (not  ours),  may  seem  backward. 
The  ideal  of  those  looking  for  profits  from  poultry  has  been  the  mammoth  exclu- 
sive poultry  plant,  and  a  great  many  plants  have  been  established  which  the  projectors  fondly 
hoped  would  develop  that  ideal,  and,  incidentally,  make  fortunes  for  their  proprietors.  Gener- 
ally the  ett'oi  t  was  to  work  out  Ihis  large  ideal  in  terms  of  intensive  poultry  culture,  i.  e.,  to  do 
big  things  in  small  ways. 

Such  ell'orts  have  been  successful  but  partially,  or,  at  best,  in  cases  too  exceptional  to  be 
used  as  general  illustrations,  and  in  the  last  few  years  we  have  seen,  and  seen  most  clearly  in 
this  section  where  that  line  of  eftort  had  been  given  more  attention  than  elsewhere,  the  gradual 
breaking  away  from  intensive  methods,  and  a  turning  toward  broader  and  less  laborious 
methods  of  poultry  culture. 

As  an  incident  of  this  development,  we  note  reduction  of  operations,  or  change  of  methods  of 
business,  or  sometimes  utter  abandonment  of  large,  exclusive,  intensive  poultry  plants,  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  a  steady  awakening  of  interest  in  poultry  among  the  farmers.  We  find  the 
proportion  of  farmers  among  our  leaders  steadily  increasing.  Such  increase  might  be  sup- 
posed to  be  in  part  due  to  the  paper's  advocacy  of  methods  easily  applicable  to  farm  conditions, 
but  could  not  be  wholly  accounted  for  in  that  way. 

In  this  evident  increasing  interest  of  farmers  in  poultry  culture  we  find  the  solution  of  the 
question  of  supplying  the  growing  demand  for  poultry  products.  The  farmers  of  the  country 
can  produce  more  poultry  and  better  poultry,  and  each  year  they  vvill  accomplish  more  in  this 
tlireclioM,  and  through  them  will  come  the  evolution  of  the  poultry  industry  in  this  century. 

Many  faddists  have  heralded  the  adoption  of  their  fad  as  about  to  revolutionize  the  poultry 
industry,  yet  it  lias  gone  on  its  way  hardly  afl'ected  by  them ;  but  in  the  application  of  the  most 
useful  features  of  intensive  methods  to  the  older  and  simpler  ways  of  poultry  keeping  we  find 
tbe  far  reaching  influence  that  is  to  develop  twentieth  century  poultry  culture. 

Another  Old  Theory  Exploded. 

IT  used  to  be  very  generally  believed  that  when  the  fertility  in  any  lot  of  eggs  was  low  and 
the  h:<lch  poor,  the  chicks  were  as  a  rule  lacking  in  vigor.    We  suppose  that  theoretically 
that  view  still  prevails.    Most  poultrymen  giving  their  opinion  on  the  subject  in  a  gen- 
eral way,  and  without  special  consideration  of  the  phenomena  of  the  last  two  seasons, 
would  not  hesitate  to  say  that  that  was  their  opinion. 

But  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  rule  has  not  held  good  during  these  two  years  of  very  poor 
hatches.    Exceptions  to  it  have  been  very  numerous.    The  writer's  hatches  this  year,  though 
better  than  last  year,  have  not  been  good  hatches,  yet  chickens  are  quite  uniformly  good. 
Many  others  have  reported  the  same  of  their  flocks. 
It  begins  to  appear  that  there  is  no  necessary  close  relation  between  fertility  and  "itality. 

Part  or  Parasite. 

,  ^  y'^v  NCE  more  editor  Robinson  comes  forward  with  a  previously  unthunk  thought. 
««|  I  He  asks  his  readers  if  it  would  not  be  a  good  plan  to  do  tbe  judging  this  coming 
season  by  the  old  Standard,  inasmuch  as  their  matings  were  made  by  it.  This 
brother  can  always  be  trusted  to  dish  up  a  few  choice  and  new  thoughts  on  any- 
thing poultry.  It's  up  to  him  to  show  us  wherein  the  new  work  will  interfere  with  the  product 
of  birds  mated  by  the  old  one.  Give  us  some  good  reasons  for  still  hanging  to  the  old  work. 
You  know  the  treasury  needs  the  money.— ^Imerican  Poultry  Journal. 

Now,  Messrs.  Poultry  Breeders,  is  it  up  to  the  editor  of  Farm-Pohi.try  to  show  wherein 
the  new  work  will  Interfere  witli  the  product  of  bii  ds  mated  by  the  old  one;  or  is  it  up  to  the 
American  Poultry  Association  to  justify  itself  for  all  the  confusion,  delay  and  various  kinds  of 
trouble  that  have  come  from  an  effort  which  it  is  now  intimated  was  practically  so  abortive 
that  it  would  be  all  the  same  whether  birds  werejudged  by  the  old  Standard  or  the  new? 

Is  it  up  to  the  editor  of  Farm-Poultry  to  give  a  reason,  good  or  bad,  "for  still  hanging  to 
the  old  work?"  or  is  it  up  to  the  editor  of  the  American  Poultry  Journal  to  give  a  better 
reason  for  the  revision  than  "the  treasury  needs  the  money?" 

Is  the  American  Poultry  Association  an  integral  and  essential  part  of  our  poultry  interests, 
or  is  it  a  parasite  living  on  the  poultrymen  of  the  country  and  causing  trouble  entirely  out  of 
proportion  to  any  benefit  it  may  incidentally  be  to  poultry  interests? 

Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths. 

THE  Trade  Press  List  of  Boston  chronicles  the  coming  of  new  trade  publications  under 
the  heading  liirths.    The  thought  suggests  itself— Would  not  something  of  this  kind 
be  appropriate  for  poultry  enterprises?    Why  not  instead  of  mentioning  such  matters 
in  an  incidental  way  have  a  column  for  births  announcing  new  plants,  one  for 
marriages  announcing  partnership,  and  one  for  deaths  announcing  Ihevvindup  of  an  enterprise? 

Such  chronicles  would  have  at  least  a  little  interest  and  perhaps  some  statistical  value.  As 
it  is  nowadays  the  births  are  often  announced  with  flourish  of  trumpets  and  other  ceremonials 
quite  out  of  proportion  to  their  importance  to  the  world  at  large,  while  the  deaths,  unless 
violent,  take  place  quietly,  and  most  of  us  none  the  wiser. 

We  Did. 

ID  you  ever  think  of  the  possibilities  contained  In  thirteen  eggs?  "  asks  the  Poultry 
Keeper. 

In  reply  would  say—  "Yea,  verily,  a  great  many  times,  and  from  many  points 
of  view.   Moreover,  also,  furlberraore.  etc.,  we  have  occasionally  nad  occa§iof) 
to  ponder  on  the  impossibilities  poptained  in  thirteen  eggs. 
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Perplexities  of  a  Beginner. 


El>lTt)K  FAKM-roL  LiKY:— On  the  2J 
of  May  1  receiveil  26  S.  1*.  Wyandotte 
eg2:s.  They  had  been  shipped  on  the 
27th  or  HSlb  of  April.  They  came  by 
express  about  one  hundred  miles,  and  by 
buggy  about  ten  mile^*.  They  were  rested 
about  twenty-seven  hours,  and  set  under  three 
hens.  With  them  were  set  15  eggs,  marked 
xrilh  ink,  from  my  own  barnyard  stock. 
Xever  were  hens  more  faithful.  Every  day 
they  came  ofl",  or  were  taken  off,  and  they 
went  back  in  from  fifteen  to  thirty  minutes. 

On  the  24th  two  hens  had  five  chicks  each. 
The  other  had  four.  All  were  from  the  ink 
marked  barnyard  eggs.  There  was  no  sign 
of  a  chick  from  the  W\  andotte  eggs.  I  took 
the  fourteen  chicks  and  gave  them  to  one  ben, 
and  gave  her  eight  eggs  to  the  otlier  two  hens. 
On  the  26tb,  as  there  was  no  sign  of  life,  I 
took  three  of  the  eggs  at  random,  and  cut 
them.  There  was  no  bad  odor,  and  no  sign  of 
a  chick.  On  the  27th  1  took  the  hens  off,  and 
kept  the  23  eggs  for  inspection.  In  removing 
the  nests  I  found  the  fifteenth  ink  marked 
egg.  It  bad  evidently  gone  under  the  nesting 
material,  for  a  chick  was  partly  formed. 

What  is  the  explanation  ?  Mine  Is  that  the 
male  had  become  sterile  when  the  eggs  were 
laid,  and  there  was  no  germ  to  cause  the  eggs 
to  spoil  In  four  weeks.  Is  there  any  other 
sonceivable? 

What  is  customary  with  those  who  supply 
gucb  eggs?  If  there  is  no  established  custom, 
what  Is  fair?  1  do  not  mean  to  have  any 
difficulty  with  the  man  who  supplied  the 
eggs.  I  leave  the  matter  to  his  honor.  I  have 
not  even  hinted  a  refunding  or  duplicating. 
I  hnve  simply  stated  the  facts  to  him.  The 
23  are  here  for  bis  own  Inspection  if  he  wants 
them.    All  three  I  cut  were  the  same. 

I  ask  the  questions  because  I  expect  to  buy 
more  eggs  from  prize  stock,  aud  gradually  get 
out  of  the  barnyard  stock.  J.  L. 

The  eggs  that  were  good  after  incubation 
were  not  fertile,  but  why  they  were  not  fertile 
is  away  beyond  me.  I  cannot  attempt  an 
explanation. 

The  custom  with  regard  to  unsatisfactory 
hatches  varies.  Generally  in  case  of  a  total 
failure  a  breeder  will  do  something — either 
duplicate  the  order  lu  whole  or  In  part,  or  sell 
another  lot  of  eggs  at  reduced  prices.  As  I 
liad  occasion  to  say  a  few  weeks  ago,  in  com- 
menting on  a  similar  experience :  Personally 
I  consider  buying  eggs  much  as  a  game  of 
chance,  take  good  results  thankfully,  and  find 
no  fault  when  re>ults  are  not  satisfactory. 
Unless  a  person  is  willing  to  take  it  this  way 
he  had  better  not  buy  eggs,  but  start  with 
stock,  where  the  results  are  more  sure  and 
the  prospect  of  getting  extraordinary  value 
lor  a  small  investment  more  remote. 

Prevents  and  cures  disease 
Pratts  Poultry  Food. 

Made  by  i'ratt  Food  (jo.,  Phila.   Over  30  years  old. 


What  makes  the  buying  of  eggs  for  batch- 
ing attractive  to  so  many  is  the  fact  that, 
though  not  probable,  it  is  possible  that  a  small 
investment  for  eggs  may  give  stock  worth 
many  times  what  could  be  obtained  on  the 
same  amount  invested  in  fowls.  The  pur- 
chaser of  eggs  Is  buying  the  breeder's  chances 
in  his  matings.  The  breeder  who  sells  eggs, 
if  he  does  a  square  business,  and  most  of 
them  do,  gives  every  purchaser  of  eggs  a  pro- 
portionate chance  to  get  the  best  birds  his 
stock  produces.  IJid  anyone  ever  hear  of  a 
purchaser  of  eggs  offering  to  make  up  to  the 
breeder  Ijecause  he  (the  purchaser)  got  much 
better  results  than  he  expected?    He  may 


give  a  nice  report  of  the  batch  or  of  the  chicks 
when  developed,  but  he  considers  —  and 
rightly,  that  when  he  paid  for  the  eggs  the 
breeder's  price,  be  paid  in  full  for  all  be 
might  get  out  of  them. 

Now  look  at  it  from  the  other  side.  The 
breeder  has  a  certain  price  for  eggs  for  hatch- 
ing. It  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge 
that  batches  are  only  occasionally  very  good, 
and  that  there  are  niuny  failures,  and,  unless 
a  breeder  guarantees  a  certain  per  cent  fertil- 
ity or  hatch,  it  does  not  really  seem  reasonable 
to  me  for  the  buyer  to  expect  the  breeder 
always  to  make  good  when  results  are  poor, 
but  never  to  profit  when  results  are  good. 
Yet  this  is  what  the  average  buyer  expects, 
not  merely  in  case  of  a  total  failure,  but  in 
anything  less  than  a  very  good  batch. 

Mr.  L.  does  not  .say  what  he  expects  —  per- 
haps has  no  definite  idea,  simply  wants  what 
Is  customary  and  right,  and  wants  to  get  some 
Idea  of  Ills  possible  experiences  in  (^hanging 
from  common  to  thoroughbred  stock.  Of 
course,  experiences  like  this  repealed  several 
times  would  mean  a  good  deal  of  money  spent 
with  absolutely  nothing  to  show  for  it.  It  is 
not  to  be  expected,  however,  that  this  experi- 
ence would  be  repeated  Indefinitely.  In  fact, 
this  initial  experience  may  not  be  complete. 
While  it  may  be  that  the  party  who  sold  these 
eggs  believes  he  has  done  all  that  he  should, 
and  Is  under  no  obligation  to  do  more,  (and 
that  is  a  matter  I  think  for  the  seller's  knowl- 
edge of  tbe  circumstances,  and  idea  of  his 
obligation  to  decide),  it  may  also  be  that  he 
will  feel  that  he  should  duplicate  the  order  in 
part  at  least,  and  that  the  second  lot  will  give 
belter  results. 

Mr.  L.,  like  most  beginners  with  fine  poul- 
try, wants  to  be  sure  of  getting  full  value  for 
bis  money,  and  to  avoid  paying  out  money  for 
which  he  does  not  get  what  seems  to  hini 
value  received.  But  we  never  can  be  so  sure 
as  that.  Even  tbe  oldest  and  shrewdest  poul- 
trymen  spend  a  good  deal  of  money  for  slock 
and  eggs  that,  in  the  end,  has  to  be  counted  as 
a  loss,  and  until  human  judgment  is  iufallible 
It  will  ever  be  thus. 


White  Diarrhea  and  Natural  Methods. 


EDITOR  Fakm-PoCLTKY:— There  has 
been  a  good  many  comi)laints  in  differ- 
ent poultry  papers  about  bowel  trouble 
in  incubator  hatched  chickens,  tipeak- 
ing  as  if  hen  hatched  chickens  nevef  bad 
it.  Now  I  have  been  using  incubators  and 
brooders  many  years,  always  setting  from  two 
to  twenty  hens  at  the  same  time.  I  fill  the 
incubators,  pulling  tbe  chickens  sometimes  in 
brooders  and  sometimes  witli  hen^,  and  could 
never  see  any  difference  as  to  loss  by  bowel 
trouble,  no  matter  which  way  they  were 
hatched. 

To  illustrate  :  I  started  an  inculialor  on  the 
20th  of  March,  1905,  with  200  eggs;  also  two 
hens  with  26  eggs.  One  hundred  hatched  from 
incubators,  and  fourteen  from  tbe  hens;  put 
the  chickens  all  with  seven  hens,  dividing  the 
hen  hatched  chickens  equally  between  them. 
One  hen  lost  every  chicken ;  one  all  but  one; 
one  not  a  single  one. 

Determined  to  ascertain  if  I  could  if  an 
uneven  temperature  in  the  incubator  bad  any- 
thing to  do  with  bowel  trouble,  the  lOlh  of 
April,  1905,  I  placed  200  eggs  in  an  incubator; 
also  40  with  three  hens;  tested  60  from  inculi:i- 
lor,  and  10  from  hens,  placing  60  cold  eggs  in 
incubator,  placing  the  30  eggs  with  two  hens, 
giving  one  heu  13  new  eggs.  The  twelfth  day 
took  26  eggs  from  incubator,  giving  them  to 
two  hens;  each  day  taking  from  incubator  and 
giving  them  to  hens  until  the  twentieth  day , 
when  there  was  left  but  .50  eggs  —  the  60  eggs 
in  the  incubator;  Iwenly-one  days  25  batched. 
Those  with  the  first  two  hens,  one  hatched  10, 
one  7.  The  first  13  eggs  taken  from  incubator 
are  given  to  heus;  one  hatche<l  5;  one  batched 
everv  egg;  the  rest  from  7  to  10.  From  the 
last  60  eggs  placed  in  the  incubator  42  hatched. 
Tbe  hen  started  at  the  same  time  batched  7 
chi<-.kens.  1  gave  all  the  chirks  to  eight  bens, 
an<l  have  not  lost  one  with  bowel  trouble. 

I  have  had  better  success  in  hatching  with 
incubators,  and  raising  the  chickens  after 
batching  when  I  have  set  a  number  of  bens 
al  the  same  time  as  I  fill  the  incubator. 

I  take  the  eggs  from  tbe  bens,  placing  them 
in  the  incubator  as  fast  as  I  take  out  infertile 
or  chic-ks  dead  in  the  shell,  keeping  the  incu- 
bator full  the  entire  twenty-one  days,  and 
re-«etting  the  hens,  thus  keeping  more  even 
temperature,  and  using  less  oil.    Sometimes  I 


have  to  use  new  eggs  to  fill  with,  using  care 
that  they  don't  touch  the  old  eggs,  taking  them 
out  when  the  others  batch,  putting  them  with 
hens  to  finish  hatching,  never  seeing  any  ill 
effects  by  so  doing,  often  hatching  as  many 
chickens  in  four  weeks  in  this  way  as  I  could 
have  in  six  if  I  had  let  the  heus  aud  incuba- 
tor batch  by  themselves.  I  have  used  incuba- 
tors in  this  way  scores  of  times,  always  with 
success. 

I  know  many  many  people  who  never  use 
incul)ators;  some  who  never  even  saw  one, 
yet  lose  chickens  with  bowel  trouble;  sol 
think  we  shall  have  to  search  further  than 
incubators  for  thelroulde;  because  a  hen  has 
so  small  a  number,  one  or  more  from  each 
brood  are  not  noticed  so  much;  but  if  the 
truth  were  known,  as  many  cbicliens  are  lost 
with  bens  as  incubators  the  world  over. 

So  I  say  with  E.  G.  Gifl'ord,  we  know  noth- 
ing certain  about  it,  and  1  think  we  shall  never 
be  able  to  control  conditions  so  as  never  to 
have  bowel  trouble  in  chickens  no  matter  how 
hatched,  aud  1  can  with  Mr.  Gifford  say  I 
shall  never  live  lon<r  enough  to  know  anything 
about  raising  chicks. 

Hopkinton,  \.  H.      Gf:okgk,  E.  Foss. 


Winners  of  38.T  First  Prizes.  A 
phenomenal  record  of  successes  in 
the  hands  of  poultry-raisers.  The 
machines    that    insure  succe  s. 
Would youliketoknowaboutthen  ? 
Write  for  beautifully  illustrated 
free  catalogue.       .  issa=s 
Prairie  State  Incubator 
Co.,  Boi  479, 
Homer  City, 
Fa. 
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Incubators 

WRITE  TO 

JOS.  BRECK  &  SONS 


to  54  X.  Market  St., 

HUSTON,  MASS. 
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Thev  are  New  EiiKlatHi  ^^elliu;r  atrents.  stinn 

a  full  line  nt  the   l-rairin  stall-  INCIIBA-  . 

TORS  ami    BKOOUKRS.    an.l  will  mail  X 

prires.  ♦ 


SUMMER  EGGS 

BRING 

WINTER  PRICES 

When  You  Use 

Water  Class 

Tu  pi  c>i-r\  e  liiciu  in  .      ( *  .    i  s  t,u  I  ;i  r.-iil  \»  Y  dozeU.) 

Price  per  Quart  35  cents  ; 
Price  ver  Gallon,  $1.00. 

FKEU  B.  C<K:h|{AX.  Norwell,  Ma^g. 

Poultry  Specialist. 


White  Rocks 

Tliat  are  wiiiikers. 

White  Rocks 

Of  the  u)08t  typi«  al  j»liape, 

White  Rocks 

Of  the  fluent  size. 

White  Rocks 

A$  white  as  snow. 

White  Rocks 

The  best  in  tlie  world,  is  wlial 
we  claim  and  can  prove  to  \  on . 

R.  G.  RHODE  ISLAND  REDS 

Thai  will  iiiipr..\f   ><'Hr  sloi-l,.    V!^'i-'?  for  ^a:c 
f  luixi  choicf^l  iiialiuirs. 

JOHN  A.  FRYE, 


Box  100, 


Marlboro,  Mass. 


There  Is  Hardly  a  Mail 

BUT   NEW   EVIDENCE  COMES    UP  THAT   THE   RESULTS  OF 

DUSTON'S 

r;irofuIaud  paiiislakiug  lirecdiu^  iltiriii^  tin*  past  dozen  years  or  more  is  1u-l)unK  t'veii  the  iiio^^t 
fi  'iiiiiiK'hl  breeders.   For  il  briugs  home  ilu*  fact  lb;it  my  cusiomers,  who  h;ivc  boui^hl  their 

White  Wyoiidottes 

Direct,  not  only  Fell  tlieir  eggslo  these  breeders  to  ill  I  ilieir  orders  with,  titit  that  tlioy  liatoli  tlieni  fi>r 
their  own  pens  as  well.  Vf  rily  th(»  truth  grows.— that  l>iisti>n  is  the  In-wtier  iltjit  has  niade  v»>ssililr  Ilu* 
•'  WorUI'ft  Best"  flocks.  Slock  antl  e^^s  fioiu  heaihiuarlrr^  ;  this  i.--  "hat  you  want.  Seinl  yoiirwams  to 


223   East   Main  St. 


ARTHUR  O.  DTJSTON. 

So.  Framingham,  Mass. 


10  say,  When  writing  Advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARn-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  yoi|-^please  them— and  help  us. 


SOS 


Karivi=  Poultry 


June  IS 


A  Small  Pigeon  House  for  a  City  Lot. 


FOU  ;i  little  more  tban  ;i  year  I  bave 
been  couductiiii;  an  experim,eiit  wbich 
1  felt  would  be  of  interest  and  profit  to 
tlie  readers  of  Kahjx-Poultry. 
lu  the  fir;<t  place  I  built  a  small  house  of 
such  size  tliat  many  city  lots  would  be  lari,'e 
eiioufjh  to  place  il.  The  house  as  shown  in  the 
cut  has  a  floor  space  of  C  ft.  l)y  8  ft.,  rear  jiosts 
4  ft.,  and  front  C  ft.  hi<;h,  with  a  door  in  one 
end,  two  windows  in  front,  and  a  fly  16  ft. 
long,  S  ft.  high,  and  8  ft.  wide. 

In  this  house,  late  in  the  fall  of  1903,  I 
placed  25  pairs  of  first  class  youngsters  a  year 
old,  just  mated,  and  on  the  first  of  January, 
190J,  I  commenced  my  record  keeping  for  this 
flock  in  this  little  house.  On  the  first  day  of 
January,  1905,  I  had  an  average  of  nine  pairs 
of  squabs  to  eac/i  2}(tir  of  bii-ds.  I  did  not 
have  a  sick  bird  during  the  year,  and  lost  but 
four  squabs;  one  pair  got  out  of  the  nest  dur- 
ing a  very  cold  night,  and  were  frozen,  and 
the  other  pair  I  think  had  been  killed  during  a 
fight  among  the  old  birds. 

These  birds  averaged  a  net  price  per  pair 
above  expenses  of  over  $3  for  the  year.  I 
attained  these  re.sulls  largely  through  personal 
attention  in  the  flock  durmg  the  entire  year, 
and  the  excellence  of  the  parent  birds.  They 
are  all  straight  Homers,  and  had  just  come 
into  breeding  when  placed  together.  "\Veie  I 
able  to  give  such  individual  atlention  to  my 
whole  flock,  1  feid  tliat  I  could  very  much 
increase  my  yielil,  but  I  do  not  liave  the  time 
to  do  this. 

The  birds  are  still  keeping  up  the  record, 
and  may  givejne  just  as  large  results  the  rest 
of  this  year. 

I  would  like  to  add  that  I  did  not  encourage 
the  birds  to  mate  at  0  or  9  months;  but  pre- 
ferred that  they  should  be  a  year  old  before 
beginning  housekeeping. 

I  would  be  very  glad  indeed  to  know  of  the 
experience  of  any  of  the  readers  of  Fahm- 
PouLTKY,  which  may  equal  or  exceed  this  of 
mine,  either  with  pure  blooded  birds  or  any 
cross  breed.  I  do  not  think  any  experience 
covering  a  short  period  of  a  few  months  only 
particularly  valuable,  but  it  should  extend  for 
at  least  a  year. 

I  am  looking  forward  with  consideralde 
interest  for  the  second  year's  recoiil,  atiil 
whetlier  it  be  favoralile  or  not,  I  shall  fieely 
give  the  readers  of  this  journal  the  benefit  of 
it. 

Cross  Bred  Pigeons. 

I  am  noting  with  eager  interest  tlie  discus- 
sion of  the  question  of  cross  breeds  for  squal) 
raising.  Mr.  Todd's  excellent  article,  in  issue 
of  April  1st,  is  a  valuable  addition  to  the  litera- 
ture of  the  subject.  1  fully  agree  with  him  in 
his  remarks  in  the  ;irticle  concerning  his 
method  of  banding  his  flock,  and  the  necessity 
of  carefully  weeding  out  all  the  non-pro- 
ducers. 

I  read  his  article,  however,  with  an  unsatis- 
fied hunger,  for  I  wanted  to  know  how  many 
s(;uabs  he  raises  from  his  cross  breeds,  but  his 
article  is  silent  upon  that  most  practical  point. 

Now  Mr.  Todd,  will  you  be  so  kind,  and  Mr. 
Editor,  will  you  please  give  liim  space  enough 
to  tell  your  readers  how  many  squabs  he  gels 
jier  pair  of  old  birds  each  year  from  his  one- 
half  Homer,  one-quarter  Duchess,  and  one- 
quarter  liunt  crosses;  al.-^o  whether  tliis  per- 
<-entage  of  Duchess  blood  is  inclined  to  throw 
squalls  with  heavily  featliered  legs?  My  e.vpe- 
rience  with  Runt  blood  has  been  so  uiisalisfiic- 
lory  that  I  am  nut  inclined  to  further  experi- 
ment, but  I  am  always  open  to  conviction,  and 
if  anyone  has  carried  his  experiences  further 
tlian  I  have,  and  with  larger  success,  then  1 
shall  be  most  glad  to  know. 

I  woulil  also  like  Mr.  Todd  to  give  ti'.'ures 
extending  for  at  least  a  full  year,  and  more,  if 
p  ■s^ible. 

In  White  &  Son's  articlein  May  1st,  we  have 
ideas  which  difler  with  Mv.  Todd's.  Tlies^ 
!,-pmlemen  have  had  experience  will)  another 
pure  breed  —  the  Carneau,  ami  claim  it  to  lie 
"  f:i.r  ahead  of  the  straight  Homer  for  pro- 


Safe  and  reliable 
Pratts  Peerless  Hoof  Ointment. 

Made  by  Pratt  Food  Co.,  Phila.    Over  30  years  old. 


ductiveness  in  both  quantity  and  quality,  it 
being  the  rule,  rather  than  the  exception,  f  ir 
a  pair  of  breeders  to  produce  in  twelve 
months  ten  pairs  of  white  skinned  squabs."'  I 
would  like  to  ask  the  gentlemen  to  kindly 
furnish  your  readei's  answers  to  the  following 
questions : 

How  many  breeders  of  the  Carneau  pure 
blood  have  )ou?  How  many  pairs  of  squabs 
have  they  averaged  each  Tear  for  the  last  live 


years?  How  uniform  did  they  run  in  size  and 
weight  at  four  weeks? 

Their  article  has  the  earmarks  of  sincerity, 
and  if  they  can  substantiate  their  assertions 
with  a  record  for  a  few  years,  showing  a  large 
average  for  a  flock  of,  say,  one  hundred  pairs 
of  breeders,  I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that 
I  do  not  want  to  lose  any  time  in  getting  some 
pure  blooded  Carneaus. 

I  hope  the  gentlemen  mentioned  aliove  wdll 
give  their  experience  which  1  ask,  as  freely  as 
I  am  giving  mine,  so  that  the  squab  breeding 
fraternity  may  lie  en  ighteneil  thereliy. 

Wm.  E.  Hick. 


Mr,    Rice's    Small   Pigeon  House, 


Speckled "    Eggs,  Again. 


EDITOR  Faum-Poulthy:— Have  been 
a  sul)scriber  to  your  excellent  paper 
only  a  aort  time,  but  find  il  more  lielp- 
ful  to  me  thau  any  of  the  many  I  have 
subscribed  for.  In  the  May  loih  number  B. 
S.  asks  regarding  "speckled"  eggs.  Now  I 
am  very  much  interested  in  this  sulijectjust 
at  present.  By  "speckled"  eggs  I  mean  the 
ones  with  shells  of  uneven  texture,  being  thin 
and  thick  in  spots. 

I  sent  to  a  reliable  breeder  for  100  White 
Wyandotte  eggs,  for  which  I  paid  |12.  Of 
these  eggs  67  were  not  fertile,  and  I  think  fully 
60  of  these 67  were  spotted.  Of  the  remaining 
33,  ten  had  a  germ  which  probably  died  in 
three  or  four  days,  23  eggs  only  matured.  I 
am  looking  for  a  hatch  in  three  days;  cannot 
say  how  many  of  the  23  will  hatch. 

I  bave  had  some  trouble  with  eggs  from  my 
own  yards,  but  no  such  proportion  as  this. 
Can  you  give  a  reason  for  it,  and  a  reraed\  ? 
It  will  lie  greatly  appreciated.  I  will  say  of 
this  breeder  that  he  has  ottered  to  replace  the 
infertile  eggs,  and  says  this  is  the  first  report 
of  this  kind  he  has  received,  having  himself 
batched  48  out  of  52  eggs  from  these  pens. 

Do  you  not  think  when  such  a  larire  per- 
centaire  of  eggs  are  not  fertile,  that  I  hose  lliat 
do  liatch  are  liable  to  be  weak?  Would  it  not 
be  to  a  breeder's  credit  and  advantaice  to  test 
out  "  sppckleil  "  eggs,  especially  those  that  ask 
such  high  prices  for  their  eL'gs?  Jlyexne-i- 
ence  wiih  shipped  eggs  has  been  siniihir  to 
Mr.  Ely's  in  his  article  of  M-ay  1st,  and  I  must 


confess  it  is  verv  discouraging 


A.  G.  C. 


It  is  something  so  very  unusual  to  find  so 
large  a  percentage  of  "specdiled"  uneven 
shells,  that  1  think  IMr.  C.'s  idea  of  what  con- 
slilutPS  a  "speckled"  shell  must  be  broader 
than  most,  (ienerally  not  mme  than  one  or 
two  hens  in  an  ordinary  fl'H'k  will  be  found 
bivintrsiich  eggs,  anil  I  1  hiii k  that  it  is  consli- 
lutioiial  with  them,  and  cannot  be  overcome. 
Jii~t  what  conneciion  there  is  between  the 
prodiiiiion  of  such  shells  and  intortility,  I 
eantiotsay,  but  the  fact  that  eu'^s  with  such 
shel's   are   almost  always  inferlile,  suggests 


that  the  physical  or  constitutional  conditions 
or  peculiarities  responsible  for  them  are  not 
favoralde  to  fertility. 

These  eggs  might  be  tested  out  liefore  lieing 
set,  if  there  were  enough  of  them  lo  make  it 
worth  while,  but  as  far  as  my  observation 
goes,  the  proportion  of  them  is  noticeable  only 
when  it  happens  that  hens  layinir  such  egi;s 
are  in  small  matings.  That  is  why  I  cannot 
help  thiid;ing  that  in  the  case  described  above, 
Mr.  C.  has  classed  as  having  porous,  uneven 
shells  of  the  kind  so  generally  found  infertile, 
matyv  infertile  eggs  of  which  the  shells,  though 
not  perfect,  are  much  better  than  in  the  egg 
with  unmistakably  abnormal  shell.  The  fact 
tliat  these  eggs  so  seldom  hatch,  operates  all 
the  time  against  the  production  of  any  con- 
siderable numlier  of  hens  that  would  produce 
them,  regardless  of  food  and  other  conditions 
which  might  be  supposed  to  allecl  the  forma- 
tion of  shell. 

Whether  it  is  possil)le  to  correct  this  trouble 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  I  think  it  likely  it 
could  be  done  in  some  cases,  but  d(  ubi 
whether  it  would  pay  to  undertake  it.  The 
useful  life  of  a  hen  is  so  short,  and,  for  one 
cause  or  another,  so  large  a  proportion  of  hens 
bave  to  be  dropped  out  either  for  la\ers  or 
breeders  liefore  reaching  the  average  limit  of 
usefulness,  that  I  always  consider  a  fow  1  that 
has  anything  wrong  with  it  which  interferes 
with  its  productiveness  or  reprodnciivem  ss 
as  a  pr.actic.ally  worthless  fowl,  and  tliciuuli  in 
my  own  yards  I  may  use  such  a  fowl  experi- 
mentally, I  never  depend  on  it,  but  arrange  to 
get  wliat  I  want  or  need  from  other  stock,  and 
lake  what  may  come  from  the  dnubi  fu  I  fow  Is 
as  it  comes.  I  don't,  however,  want  anyone  to 
think  that  f  use  or  advise  anyone  to  use  birds 
of  doulitful  value,  (that  i-,  birds  whi(di  one 
doubls  the  advisability  of  keeping  or  using). 
I  occasionally  keep  a  specimen  wliich  I  know 
is  in  snme  way  w rong  to  see  what  will  come 
of  it,  and  occasionally,  because  it  is  incon- 
venient for  ine  to  dispo-e  of  them  singly,  I 
kee|i  hens  ;iftor  I  know  they  are  useless  to  me; 
but  when  ruiming  a  plant  on  a  lari;e  scale,  anci 
on  a  strictly  business  basis,  I  was  pretty  cold 
blooded  in  culling  both  chicks  and  fowls,  and 
have  no  doubt  at  all  that,  on  the  whole,  it 
pays  the  poullryman  to  always  L;ive  himself, 
rather  than  the  fowl,  the  benefit  of  any  doubt 
he  may  have  as  to  the  pi ulilableness  of  Using 
or  keeping  it. 
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1892  RED  FEATHER  FARMISOS 

Rosei^S.  Comb  R.  I.  Reds 

(liir  sioi-k  is  iiiniroved  in  COLOK.  SIZK  and 
VI<i<)i;  bolli  bv  CAUKI'DL  i5KKKL>ING  and 
bv   ilie  INXKOiJUCllON  ot    NLW  BLOOU, 

CHARACTERISTICS  of  RED  EYE, 
LOBES, SURFACE, cm 'UNDERCOLOR 

liavebeeii  tiillv  ill  ai  111  .a  iiie.l .  E.i.'f;s  from  SKLKCTKl) 
N-S  ^'-'lierMl;  ;;slls?a.  All  elear  ef;gs  rel.l.aeed 
free  if  i  elni  ned  K\,  lid.  liicnbiUor  e^trs  $4..Mi  rei-  Km; 
s;ri  o.  r  10'  0;  M>eei:ll  <li»eonilt  on  .5000  lots. 
\ll  Hocks  I'e.eled  bv  ill.CK.KV.  VKLLOVV 
.sK  INMiU  liiab  s  Willi  GOOU  UKD  UN  UJiK- 
CiM.Ol..  ALMY,  Prop,  and  Mgr. 

f,  \V. CHASE,  Assist.  Tiv.  4  Corners,  K.  I. 

Circular  on  apiiliealion. 
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Crushed 

ICharcbdl^ 


Chemirally  pure,  keeps  poultry  strong,  healthy  and 
in  i:of>d  iJiyin^'Cotulition.  Corrects  wrong  feeding.  Not 
a  drif  hut  Nature's  own  I'urilier.  Coarse  or  fine 
praniMated,  also  |nilvori/cd  forsoftfeed.  oO-ll..  trial 
bai-  $1  (ID-  special  price  for  riuaiitities.  Samples  free. 
ViEPr's  Cofil  &  Wood  Co.,  42S  ^'O'h  St..  nptroit.  Ilirli. 


1500  PER  CENT 


"  Chickens  show  a  gain  in  weight  # 

ot  over  1500  per  cent  during  tlie  ^ 

first  ten  weeks,"  but  you  have  lo  ^ 

feed  them  right  and  supply  plenty  41= 

of  the  best  grit.    It  you  are  going  =^ 

10  hatch  chickens  this  spring,  send  ^ 

us  ifl  for  a  trial  sack  of  ]00  lbs.  of  ^ 

SI LVEKDALK    CHICKEN  # 
GRIT.     Free    sample    sent  on 
reu  uesi . 


SILVERDALE  GRIT  CO., 
21  So.  Market  St.,  Boston 


Ponllry 
Fencing 


PICKETS  LOCKED  IN  CABLES 

Can't  slip,  hut  stretches  perfectly  to  fit  uneven  ' 
ground.    Fi  ne  meshes  at  bottom  for  little  chicks. 
High  as  you  want  it,  1  to  7  ft.  A  poultry  fence 
for  all  fowls  tliat  does  not  sag. 
Wo  sell  direct  lo  Farmers  and  Poultrymen. 

Prompt  Shipittents  at  Factory  Prices. 

Mills  rn  Connecticut,  Illinois,  California.  Write 
for  catalogue. 

CASE  BROS.,  28  Main  St.,  Colchester,  Conn. 


OHAMBERLASM'S  PERFECT 

Chick  Feed,  Hen  Peed,  Mash  Egg  Feed,  Evergreen  Clover  Meal,  and  Pigeon  Feed. 

The  Standard  Poultry  Supplies  of  the  World,  The  Only  Origiaal  Dry  Chick  Feed.  Endorsed 
by  All  Leading  Poultry  Breeders.  Used  exclusively  at  the  World's  Fair  for  7  months. 
Sold  Every>*^!-»ere.  Please  write  for  prices  and  nam?  of  nearest  Agent. 
W.  F.  CHAMBERLAIN.  (The  Perfect  Chick  Feed  Man.)  ST.  LOUIS,  MQ. 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you— please  them  —  and  help  us. 
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Southern    Opinion  of 
Down  South. 


Poultry 


IT  IS  sometimes  amiisins:,  if  not  worse,  to 
«ee  bow  densely  i^norsiit  some  writers 
nre  of  tbe  poultry  iiulustry  In  tlie  soiitb. 
Ill  ttie  April  loth  issue  of  Farm  and 
li'iiic/i,  I  notice  ao  article  from  the  pen  of 
:i  man  w  ho  Utis  for  over  fifteen  years  been  get- 
tin-^  free  ailvertising  in  the  southern  ai;ricul- 
tural  papers,  writing  for  them,  and  very  much 
of  it  is  the  rankest  misleudinii;  ignorance.  In 
that  issue  of  that  paper,  writing  aliout  tlie 
'■  Tit  Games  of  the  Old  South,"  he  says:  ''It 
is  more  numerously  bred  than  all  other  pure 
breeds  in  the  south  combined  today.''  I  don't 
believe  he  thought  that  he  was  writing  the 
truth.  That  fellow  Geer  is  a  sly  old  fox,  and 
ri  venture  the  assertion  that  he  has  Pit  Games 
f.ir  sale.  That  is  a  cute  way  of  Using  farm 
papers  lhat  he  has  been  working  for  over  tif- 
V  fi\  years  to  my  knowledge.  When  you  sec 
>omcthiiig  from  his  pen  about  a  breed,  it  is 
safe  to  say:  "Geer  has  theiu  for  sale."  Before 
be  writes  again  about  I'it  (James,  I  would 
advice  liim  lo  ask  Colonel  Lipscomlie,  of  his 
stale,  for  a  book  that  will  tell  bim  something 
a'>out  the  ilitTerent  strains.  The  fnur-bils- 
Sunday-chickeu-tighter  would  laugh  at  bis 
"I'.it  C  leburues."  I'at  Cleburne  nrver  owned 
a  Game  chicken.  Judge  Claiborne,  of  Louisi- 
ana, was  dgliting  the  (,'lailiornes  when  "  Pat 
Cleburne''  was  at  school  learning  bow  lo 
"  reail,  write,  and  cipher,  too."  The  fact  is, 
they  ought  to  have  been  named  San  fords,  for 
Claiborne  had  no  more  to  ilo  with  making  the 
strain  than  did  Geer.  Old  .Jim  Sanfonl,  judge 
Claiborne's  handler,  produced  the  strain,  w  ilb 
no  help  from  anyone  else.  Geer  has  Game 
chickens  lo  sell,  but  Ibis  time  his  game  was 
'•flustrated,"  for  Fartn  and  lianch. 

I'here  are  intuiy  mongrels  with  some  Game 
blood  in  them,  but  there  are  ten  standard  iire<l 
birds  in  the  south  today  to  one  of  the  "old 
southern  Pit  Games."  It  was,  and  is,  a  grand 
utility  breed,  but  has  been  supplanted  by 
larger,  more  quiet,  and  ju*t  as  prolific  breeds. 
Today  the  best  fowl  for  the  farmer  to  turn 
out  on  bis  farm  to  hunt  its  own  living,  roost 
in  the  trees,  tight  its  enemies,  and  raise  their 
chicks  without  human  assistance  or  attention, 
is  I  he  Pit  Game.  When  people  bouse,  feeil, 
and  raise  considerable  numbers  on  farms, 
they  want  more  meal,  less  fighting,  and  an 
entirely  different  breed.  Jlind  you.  they  are 
useful  fowls,  and  while  I  have  never  fought 
them,  1  love  the  "  old  southern  Pit  Gam>-s," 
and  lo  me  they  are  the  most  beautiful  fowl 
on  earth.  Wiien  confined  in  small  yards  they 
give  _\ou  trouble  and  vexations.  On  a  range 
they  are  vigorous  and  no  trouble,  but  confined, 
their  eggs  hatch  weaklings,  and  the  chicks  are 
more  subject  to  roup  than  others.  Like  tur- 
keys, they  must  have  elbow  room,  and  when 
denied  it,  are  short  on  vigor. 

rh>  re  is  another  class  of  scribblers  that  rob 
the  southern  breeders  of  more  money  than  do 
the  kinky  headed  cbicken  thieves.  I  refer  lo 
some  of  the  new  editors  who  write  about  the 
industry  being  something  new  in  tbe  south, 
and  the  other  scribblers  who  parade  the 
infancy  buncombe  in  the  agriculiuial  papers. 
\ot  only  is  this  seen  in  them,  but  frequently 
in  the  pmillry  papers.  As  a  rule,  people 
reading  the  articles  sent  from  lliis  >ection  to 
northern  poultry  papers  would  conclude  lhat 
our  lireeders  are  as  ignorant  as  the  Comanche 
Iinlian  forty  years  ago.  The  winnings  of  the 
south  at  the  world's  fair,  gives  what  they 
write  the  lie.  Sot  a  bin  I  shown  there  by 
soutbei  n  lireeders  was  bought, ami,  in  propor- 
tion to  numbers  shown,  they  won  their  full 
share  of  the  prizes. 

W'iien  the  average  man  takes  up  Standard 
pnul:ry  he  concluiles  he  was  tbe  first  or  right 
near  tin-  lir«t  that  bred  th  m  in  bis  section.  If 
he  is  pretty  glib  with  his  pen,  he  at  once 
be-ins  telling  people  of  the  wonderful  things 
that  are  to  come  to  the  people  when  they  raise 
chickens.  X  poultry  p:iper  editor,  with  as 
much  sense  as  a  monkey,  will  dro|i  such 
articles  in  the  waste  basket,  but.  the  avera'.;e 
agricultural  paper's  editor  supposes  the  proper 
thing  to  print  aii<l  send  to  their  readers  in 
other  sections  where  they  raise  good  stock. 

Vi-i'iuia  seems  to  be  pretty  thoroughly 
Bluckeii  vMlU  scribblers   and    cliii-ken  paper 


editors  who  have  not  learned  that  theie  is  as 
good  stock  in  the  south  as  anywhere  else. 
They  seem  to  think  the  befouling  their  own 
nests  is  the  proper  thing  to  do.  The  latest  one 
1  have  noticed  is  a  Jlr.  Higgs,  who  has  wrote 
something  that  has  convinced  the  editor  of 
AmericnH  Fancier  that  there  is  very  much 
room  for  improvement  in  the  south.  It  is  the 
veriest  rot  to  say  that  there  is  any  more  room 
for  it  in  tbe  soiilh  than  in  any  other  section  of 
this  country.  We  have,  in  proportion  to  popu- 
lation and  considering  market  advantages,  as 
many  fine  birds  in  the  south  and  as  many 
market  fowls,  as  any  other  section.  When 
the  Amerionn  Fancier's  editor  writes:  "  If 
they  will  give  one-half  care  to  the  poultry  in 
the  south  as  has  been  be>t  >wed  on  the  poultry 
in  the  north  it  will  not  be  long  until  the  south 
sends  their  e^g  production  to  all  I  he  cities 
north,"  he  simply  says  something  be  knows 
nothing  about.  He,  however,  gets  it  from 
what  such  men  as  Iliggs  writes. 

We  have  shipped  from  Texas  alone  to  New 
York  since  last  Novemiier  a  dozen  carloads  of 
eggs,  and  perhaps  as  many  of  turkeys  and 
chickens,  l)esides  what  has  been  shipped  to 
Denver,  St.  Louis,  Chicago,  Kansas  City  and 
other  northern  markets.  Kast  Tennessee  ships 
train  loads  to  New  York  atid  Philadelphia,  but 
sonic  time  ago  I  reail  an  article  from  a  Ten- 
nessee chicken  paper  editor  that  would  lead 
his  readers  to  suppose  the  industry  was  In 
it>  swaddling  clothes  in   Kast  Tennessee.  I 


traveled  East  Tennessee  thirty  oikl  years  ago, 
when  in  some  parts  of  it  the  principal  oarter 
of  the  meechanls  were  eggs  and  poultrj  ,  and  I 
am  told  it  is  so  today. 

A  little  further  hack  I  mentioned  the  kinky 
headed  chicken  thief,  but  tbe  poor  darkie  is 
beiui;  turned  down  along  that  line,  too.  Never 
until  I  had  passed  tbe  age  of  manhood  did  I 
see  a  white  man  wailinir  on  a  table,  running  a 
barber  shop,  or  blacking  shoes.  They  were 
all  the  darkies"  jobs,  but  now  the  white  man 
has  about  driven  biiii  out  of  them  all.  He  is, 
too,  fast  robbing  him  of  bis  jobs  of  cooking, 
currying  horses,  driving  the  white  man's 
carriage,  and  his  place  at  the  kitchen  table. 
He  has  gone  still  further  —  is  now  stealing 
more  chickens  than  the  darkie  ever  did.  The 
darkie  only  wanted  one  or  two,  or  at  most,  a 
sackful  to  eat;  but  the  white  man  goes  after 
them  with  a  wagon.  In  and  around  Dallas, 
Fort  Worth,  and  Waco,  when  the  darkie  did 
the  stealing,  one  to  four  was  al)OUt  all  lost  in 
one  night,  but  now  the  greedy  white  man  takes 
every  one  on  the  place.  He  steals  a  wagon  load 
in  Dallas,  drives  over  to  Kort  Worth  and  sells 
them.  Then  steals  a  load  over  there  and  sells 
over  here.  The  negro  only  got  them  "gwying," 
but  he  gets  them  "gwying  and  a-coming." 
Compared  lo  what  is  being  done  now,  the 
negro  has  never  been  much  of  a  chicken  thief. 
"The  poor  white  trash,"  he  used  to  despi.se, 
beats  him  easily.  I  don't  believe  the  negro 
ever  did  do  as  much  chicken  stealing  as  be 
has  been  credited  with.  For  over  twenty 
years  I  lived  where  there  were  more  negroes 
than  whites;  ten  of  them  raised  from  500  lo 
1,200  fowls;  never  bail  a  lock  on  a  hen  house, 
and  if  I  ever  had  one  stolen  I  didn't  know  it. 
—  Sonthern  Poultry  .Imirnal. 
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IT  WON'T  RIPOrF 


The  Editor's  Question  Box. 

In  thi5  department  the  editor  will  answer  miscellaneous  questions  on 
poultry  topics,  and  all  special  requests  for  his  personal  views  which  can 
be  answered  briefly.  Inquiries  will  be  answered  as  promptly  as  possible, 
and  as  nearly  as  may  be  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  received. 


Chicks  Changing  Slothers    (J.  S.  M.) 

— "I  have  been  contemling  for  years  with  this 
difficulty.  Hatching  all  chicks  under  bens 
and  rearing  them  with  hens  in  an  apple 
orchard,  when  I  put  the  hens  out  in  coops 
scattered  about  the  orchard,  some  hens  leave 
their  chicks  before  others.  Being  good  moth- 
ers, the  hens  remaining  gather  in  the  mother- 
less cbicks  mitil  they  get  sometimes  three 
broods.  Consequently  so  many  get  into  one 
coop  that  they  smother  the  under  ones.  I 
have  tried  removing  the  coops  ami  substituting 
a  shed,  but  they  pile  in  one  corner  wiih  the 
same  results,  especially  when  left  by  tne  last 
ben." 

If  Mr.  M.'g  chicks  are  with  hens  that  are 
confined  to  their  coops,  and  the  coops  are  suit- 
able, I  know  of  no  reason  why  he  should  have 
chicks  leave  their  own  mothers  before  be 
wanted  them  to.  I  had  only  one  hen  ):ist 
summer  drive  her  chickens  from  her  —  the 
first  case  of  the  kind  in  the  ei'.'ht  years  I  have 
been  in  Massachusetts.  Before  that,  when 
using  coops  like  that  describeil  on  page  '221, 
April  15th  is>ue,  in  four  }  ear-,  having eai'h  sea- 
son about  150  to  173  hens  with  chicks,  I  had 
only  two  hens  in  all  that  would  not  brood 
chii  ks  as  loll'.;  as  I  wanted  them  to.  and  I  have 
often  bad  hens  with  a  brood  of  chicks  lay .  con- 
tinue broodinsr  the  chicks,  go  broody,  anil  sit 
in  the  corner  of  the  coop  a  few  days,  then  go 
to  fussing  over  their  five  or  si.x  weeks  old 
chicks  as  if  new  batcheil.  (Jccasioiially  I  have 
bad  hens  repeat  this  program  a  second  time 
while  with  the  same  brood  of  chicks.  This 
being  in  case  of  chicks  hatclie<l  in  latter  part 
of  winter  with  which  I  wanted  lo  keep  the 
hens  until  ten  or  twelve  weeks  old  to  avoid 
the  check  to  growth  which  miiiht  come  if  the 
hens  were  allowed  to  leave  them  before  .settled 
warm  weather. 

My  theory  —  which  may  or  may  not  be  cor- 
rect —  is  that  the  hens,  thus  almost  » ithout 
exception,  let  Ihe  chicks  remain  with  them 
because  they  have  no  other  companionship. 
If  alloweil  to  leave  the  chicks  and  go  with 
other  adult  fowls  they  generally  do  so,  though 


occasionally  we  find  a  hen  that  Keeps  her 
broo<l  with  her  throughout  Ihe  season.  This, 
no  doubt,  was  the  habit  of  primitive  bens,  and 
we  naturally  expect  occasional  cases  of  rever- 
sion to  it. 

There  are  some  hens  lhat  seem  to  have  such 
power  of  attraction  for  chicks,  that  they  rob 
all  the  other  bens  about  tliem  of  their  In  ooils. 
I  don't  remember,  however,  ever  seeing  this 
happen  when  hens  w  ere  confined  in  coops  like 
those  I  referred  to  above.  Jly  troubles  of  that 
kind  occurred  when  I  allowed  hens  to  run 
toaeiher  w  ith  chicks,  or  kept  the  hens  in  coops 
in  which  they  were  less  contented.  My  theory 
in  this  case  — which  again  may  or  may  not  be 
right  —  is  that  a  discontented,  nervous,  and 
fussy  hen  worries  her  chicks  sometimes  lo 
such  an  extent  that  they  leave  her  if  Ibey  find 
another  ben  willing  to  adopt  them.  Hence 
keeping  the  hen  comfortable  and  contented 
lends  lo  keep  her  chicks  with  her. 

The  crowding  of  i  hicks  at  any  age,  and 
under  any  conditions,  is  a  fault  which  may  be 
called  a  vice,  and  it  is  al~o  a  very  hard  vice  to 
deal  w  ith.  It  is  a  bad  habit.  To  break  it  up 
I  u-ed  to  go  at  dusk  ami  separate  the  cliick», 
sometimes  setting  boards  on  edge  next  the 
wall  to  make  several  corners,  and  dividing  the 
chii  ks  among  tbeni,  doing  Ibis  night  after 
night  until  Ihe  habit  of  crowding  was  broken. 
There  may  be  a  better  and  easier  wa>  ,  bui  I 
have  not  heard  of  it.  Prevention  of  tlie  baliit 
is  quite  generally  secured  by  keeping  broods 
small. 

HAWKINS 

ik-i 

ROCKS, 


l!ri  i-.l-  .\lln  r;i 

PLYMOUTH 


H.AHKF.I),  WlllTK  and  l;t  1  t  . 

WYANDOTTES 

I  K,  WHITK  and  liri  F. 

Wiiincis  ;ii  New  York.  Bost4»n.  AVorl<r»s  Fair 

ami  Aint-rira's  L-rciiifSt  slu-vvs  for  L'f 

2000  CHOICE  BIRDS  FOR  SALE. 


ROOFING 

A  Ready  Roofing,  which  is  proof  agaii"'  .«U 
kinds  of  weather,  and  an  abaolute  prolertion 
against  storms.  It  is  faced  with  a  mineral  lunace 
lhat  will  wear  for  years  without  repair 

Farmers  will  like  it,  for  it  can  be  laid  by  anyone 
old  enough  to  be  trusted  on  the  loof. 
Sample  free  for  the  asking. 

NATIONAL  COAL  TAR  CO., 
297  Ftiiikllii  St..  BOSTON.  MASS. 


CYPHERS 
INCUBATOR  GO. 

BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK. 

B()STfi\.  CHICAGO,  NKW  Y<  )RK, 
KANSAS  CITY,     SAN  FKANCISCO. 

The  World's  Headquarters  foB» 
Poultry  Supplies. 

Foed  Cyphors  Ready  Mixed  Poultry  Food*. 
THEY  BRING  RESULTS. 

Accept  no  suhstltute — 
look  for  the  trade  mark 
and  seal. 

Cyphers  Forcing  Food, 
for  producitii?  r  a  p  i  il 
jfiowth  of  broilers  and 
roasters,  pru-e  60  ib.  bag, 
81.15;  lOU  Ib.-i  .  82.00. 

Cyphers  Laying  Food, 
forneavyeRg  production, 
price  50  lb-  bag,  «l. 15: 100 
ihs.,  ^2.00. 

Cyphers  Scratching 
Food,  a  dry,  p  roperly  bal- 


strictly 
"■automatic 
NdiroughoutIi 


L-ed  ^^rain  ration  to  produce  and  maintain  per- 
r-^ft  health  in  the flotk.  Price  60  lb.  bag.  «1.15;  100 
lbs  .  8^00. 

Cyphers  Chick  Food.  No  other  food  will  rai!:e  ?o 
large  a  peroeiuage  of  chick.*.  No  other  fu<>d 
is  so  perfectly  balanced  for  the  proper  dev*lupniont 
of  bone,  muscle  and  feathers.  Used  on  manv  of  the 
most  successful  poultry  plants  In  tbe  country. 
Price  50  lb.  bap.  «1.50;  lOO"  lbs.  «3.50. 

KIM  the  Lice  with  Cyphers  LIco  Paint  and 
Cyphern  Lice  Powder.  Both  are  perfectly  safe, 
easy  to  use.  extra  strong  and  guaranteed  to'doihe 
work. 

Our  Comple<e  Line  of  poultry  necessities  ie 
clearly  Illustrated  and  described  in  our  1905  cata- 
lo-^ue  and  poultry  guide.  It  tells  about  Cyphers 
C'>nipan.v"s  new  policy  and  theli  reduced  prices.  228 
pa  es,  handsomelv  iilust  ated  and  full  of  vaiuable 
Information.  Sent  free  to  those  sendinirthelfname-* 
and  the  n.unes  nnd  addresses  of  two  neighbors 
who  l  alse  ^^ood  poultry.   Mention  this  paper. 

CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  CO., 


Dandy  Junior 

INCUBATORS  AND  BROODERS 

•'Good  as  tht  h\\<t.- 


|i.  r  HKl.  Cll 


/<■  inaliML'S,  1  >ill  lUi:        2  >n- 
:isil  Lilly's  Jill;  .^^.Mlini:> 
:i  loLMif  of  .A  tlierira'f*  Best  fvvv. 
.\.  C.  II.VU  KINS. 

Li'Vk  tti<\  ...  l.aiK'aFiter,  !Mass. 


DANDY  SOAPSTONE 
INCUBATORS 

Brooders,  Poultry  lloufic. 
Trup  Nesl-H  etc. 

-Bftttrlhiin  t/>(  S(st.-' 

A  200-Egg  Warm  Air  or  Water  Incuba- 
tor for  $12.00.  Five  walls,  three  of  wood 
ami  two  of  strawboard. 

Wriiofor  1SH15  cataloiTue  and  learn  all 
nlx>ut  the  only  perfect,  practical  and 
I'opular  priced  lino  of  poultry  poods  on 
tliemarket.    Quality  right.    Price  right. 


No  experiment,  results  positive 
Pratts  Distemper  Cure. 

Ma.!i;hy  Pratt  Food  Co.,  Pliila.    Over  30  years  old. 

To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM. POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you— please  them— and  help  us 


The  Dandy  Poultry  Novelty  Co. 

Box    19  Danville,  III. 


SIO 


Farm-  Poultry 


June  iS 


Special  June  Sale 

EGG  PRICES  CUT  IN  HALF. 

All  $10  per  Setting*  Eggs  now 


Special  Prices  on  Quantity  LiOts. 


5 

2 


$5.00 

"  -      -  2.50 

*'         "  -  1.00 

ABOUT  3000  KGGS  LAID  DAILY. 

LEGHORNS,    PLYMOUTH  ROCKS,    WYANDOTTES,    MINORGAS,  BRAHMAS, 
Hundreds  of  Little  Chicks  For  Sale 

AT  $15  per  100. 

2500  BREEDERS 

Must  Be  Sold  To  Make  Room  For  Growing  Stock. 

Write  your  wants  today.       Our  stock  has  stood  the  test  for  17  years. 
Bred  for  Pleasure  and  Profit.    Catalogue  free. 

ELM  POULTRY  YARDS,  box  r,  Harlforil,  Conn, 


ESTABLISHED  1888. 


Classified  Advertisements 

Classified  ad^icrtiscmevts  only  ivill  be  inserted  in  tliese  columns,  and  no  display  other 
than  the  initial  word  or  name  allowed.  No  advertisement  containiiif;  less  than  TWO 
lutes  will  be  accepted.  AH  parts  of  lines  will  be  charged  as  one  full  line.  No  limit  to 
number  of  lines  ad.  may  contain.  An  advertiser  can  divide  his  copy  and  have  an  ad. 
nnderas  many  headings  as  he  wishes.  Cost  o/'  classified  advertising  nv//  be  at  a  uniform 
rate  of  25  cents  per  line,  each  and  every  insertion:  no  less  price  per  line  for  atiy  num- 
ber of  lines  or  times  ordered.  Copy  will  be  changed  as  often  as  desired  without  extra 
cost.  About  seven  ordinary  words  make  a  line.  Initials  and  figures  count  as  words. 
IVe  classify  the  headings  in  alphabetical  order,  the  value  of  which  arrangement  to  the 
advertiser  is  at  once  apparent,  enabling  the  buyer  to  immediately  locale  advertisements 
of  any  particular  kind  in  which  he  ?iiay  be  interested. 


ANDALUSIANS. 


^AVLOK'S  Amiahisiaiis  &iire  l.i,  please;  cireiil;ir. 
 L.  C.Tuylur.  (iilisfiiiljiirg.  Oliio. 


BANTAMS. 


WINNER.S   and  layers.    A  70  per  eeiil  llatcli 
tiuarauti-ed.   ClHjife  \\'.ainl  B.  T,e>rlH>rus,Harred 
anil  Buff  Kocks;  W.  Wyaiiilntles.  R.  I.  Ueils.   Eugs  $1 

]>erl-j.  ('atalo^jiie.  M.  Daily,  riilaski,  N.  Y. 

4*/~|  EGGS,  SI.    Reds.  Itocks,   Wyaii.lott.s,  Le 


s 


KBKIGHTS,  Uuld.,  Sllvi  i  ;  ('..(•hiiis,  Ulai-k,  Huff, 
I'ai  t.;  eKgs  S3;  cir.  Ciycli-  I 'i  (.|  i.  i .  s.  lH.liai  ie.  N.  Y. 


List,  free. 


A.  T,.  y.i 


30   ,,lher  varietu-s. 
,  'IVIf.ircl.  I': 


LIGHT  I5KAHMA  HA  M S.  \\  ..i  l.ls  lair 
wiuuers;  silver  cup  fur  best  'iis|ila\.    \\  iiiners 
always.       I).  l.iDcolii  Orr.  Box  -1.  Orr'~  M  ills,  N.  Y. 


OLD,  Seb.  from  winners  Crystal  I'ala 
ing  shows  EniJ.    Herbert  Peel,  Ciren 


.iihI  lead- 
sler,  Edk. 


BUFPINTON  will  sell  (•-;;s  fr..,n  li.'st  sl..ek  of 
Buff,  White  and  I'anii.l-.'  I'hni..iilli  Hocks; 
Biiffuud  .sdver  I'enciled  W  \  ami.  .i  |e-  ;  Hull  Lcrhorns, 
Hn,jkeves  and  R.  I.  Reds  SI  foi  1-1 ;  <  'olnmhian  W  yan- 
dottes  S'2  for  13.  Also  from  faii  ly  ffood  slock  of  Biifl 
and  White  1'.  Rock,  Buff  Wvandottes,  Buff'  I.ejrhorus 
and  R.  I.  Ueds  S3..50  for  100.  Send  for  circular. 
Rowland  G.Biiffinton,  Box  C77,  Fall  Itiver,  Mass. 


BRAHMAS. 


OUK  Lt.  liralmias  won  at  Ballston,  Allianv,  Schen- 
ectady. Tills  seas<,n"s  bi  cede  is,  males  and'  females, 
cheaii.  East  View  T'ouUi  y  Y.-iids.  Ballslon  Spa.,  N.Y. 

BREEDING  STOCK. 

ALL  BKEl!:i>S  of  live  pure  bred  poultry. 
eons,  i)lieasants,  turkeys,  rabbits,  Belgian  h.ues, 
cavles,  doKS,  cats,  aud  all  pet  stock.    A  complete 
list  in  our  large  lG2-page  catalo^ne. 


FAVEROLLES. 


17  l{Inl^K  aii.l  Sail   V 
14    ners.   Eg^'s  for  bal.  lii 
Kaverolles?''    Kree.  .1.  II.  r 


rolles.  tirst  pri/.e  win- 
^^eud  fur  •■  What  Is  a 
on.N.  IMeliii-heii.  N.  .1. 


Excelsior  Wire  and  Roultry  Supply  Co 
Dep'tl,     Vfi  and  28  Vesey  St..  New  York 


city. 


CHARCOAL. 


CHAKCOALis  a  blood  pui  ilier  for  jioultiy.    \\  e 
iu'epare  especially  for  this  purpose  iu  llie  proper 
size  for  all  |)oullry,  at  S2  per  100  lbs.,  freif^lil  paid. 

Tboiuafi  &  Bros., 
E.  Columbia  Ave.  and  Beach  St.,  Pliila..  Pa. 


FAVKKOI^LKS.  'i'lie  KiuK  ol  utility  lowls,  win- 
ter layers;  grow  more  lapidly  than  any  other 
fowl  known.  Reach  broiler  size  when  eight  weeks 
old,  1  have  the  best  strains  of  all  varielies  of  Faver- 
olles  imported  direct  from  Europe  by  myself.  Eng- 
lisli  Salmon  Kaverolles,  French  Salmon  Kaveroiles. 
Ermine,  Black,  Red,  Spangled,  and  Blue  FaveroUes. 
Eggs  for  hatching,  best  pens  $6  for  15  eggs;  other 
good  pens  S3  for  15.  I*oor  hatches  replaced  yt  half 
price.  Descriptive  circular  for  stamp.  See  my  win- 
nings at  world's  fair,  etc. 

 T)r.  Phelps,  Glens  Falls.  N.  Y. 

FEEDING  POULTRY. 


N 


KW  METHOD  Ui  y  Feeding  (revised).  l>lrec- 
tions'i5c.  Dr.  Nottage.  Goshen,  Mass. 


CHICKENS. 


CH  ICKS.  Newly  hatched  chicks.  Barred,  Whiteaud 
Hurt  K.icks;  Buff  or  While  Wvandollis;  Rose  or 
Single  C. .mil  H.  1.  Ue.ls;  Light  liralmias.  Sl.'i  per  ICO;  $8 
per  51).  From  some  of  the  best  breeders  iu  N .  E.  Ityoii 
are  not  getting  good  hatches,  do  not  delav  vour  sea- 
sou's  success.  I5uy  the  chicks  already  hatelicd.  We 
have  Ihem  Mondays  and  Thursdays.  Order  early. 
Hollis,  Park  &  Pollard,  30  Canal  St.,  Boston.  Mass., 
sole  N.  E.  agents  for  Model  Incubators  and  Brooders, 
manufactured  by  ('has.  A,  r'yphers. 

UST  HATCH  KD.  Sinirle  Comb  While  Legli..rii 
chicks  ten  cents  each.    '\Ve  I  r\  lo  please;  send  for 
clrciihir.  CIn  isn  .  Corilaiid.  N.  Y. 


GUINEA  PICS. 


c 


HICK.S  just  lialched,  from  heavy  layers  S.  C.  W  . 
Leghorns,  10  cents  each. 
 C.  A.  Stevens  &  Co..  Wilson,  N.  Y. 

CHK^KENS,  R.  I.  Reds  from  214  ,>gg  strain,  1.5cts. 
each;  inoo  every  week.  Eggs  from  this  noted 
strain.  Send  for  price  list  and  circular.  Gives  origin 
and  full  history  R.  T.  Reds. 

 T.  N.Smith.  Atllehoio  Falls.  Mass. 

CUT  CLOVER. 

UT  CLOVEK.   Best  qualilv  screened.  $1.2.i  per 
100  lbs.         Niagara  Farm.  Raiisomville,  N.  Y. 


GUINEA  pigs,  smooth,  Abyssinian  and  Peruvian; 
solid  colol^s,  choice  slock.    Also  Belgian  hares. 

Edward  F.  Smlih  &  Co., 
 2n  (.h-onio  St.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

 HOUDANS.  

1>ltJZE  Iloiidaiis,  Boston,  other  leading  sinews. 
Kgi.'>  SI.  1-^  ;  Sl.oO.30.  C.E.  Marshall.  Rowley.  Mass. 

INCUBATORS  AND  BROODERS. 

DISPLACED  li\  MODELS.  No.  3  Cyphers 
liicubator  SlSeach.  also  Nos.  land  2.  Hollis. 
Park  Pollard,  sole  N.  E.  agents  for  Model  Incu- 
batofs  and  Brooders,  28  and  3(  Canal  St..  Boslon. 

INCUUATORS  and  brooders  Ml  kinds  bought 
and  sold  cheap.  W.  J.  Curtiss.  Eansomville,  N.  Y. 


c 


YPHKRS  No.  O  incubator  in  good  condition, 
price  ST.  Caspar  Motley,  Waltham,  Mass. 


JAVAS. 


c 


BIjACK  .JA\'A.S,  choicest  combination  of  stand- 
ard and  iitilirv  stock.    Eggs  from  line  targe  hens 
lliat  score  ',13  to  a.iii,  S2  per  l-".. 

 G.  M.  Mathews,  Brocton.  N.  Y\ 


DOGS. 


LAKENVELDERS. 


CHOICE  spayed  female  Scotch  Collie- :  thoi  ough- 
breds ;  S6  each  ;  pedigrees.  A.H.  Rauck.  Ronk.  Pa. 


DUCKS. 


w 


ASH  BURN'S  thoroughbred  Pekin  ducks. 
Eggs  50c.  sil.  F.  v..  Washhiirn,  Aciishnet.  iMass. 

EGGS. 

A15REI)  P.  Rock  eggs,  SI  per  13;  S2  per  26; 
$2.7/1  per  39;  $3.50  per  62;  $6  per  108.  Each  breed- 
ing pen  is  heade.l  by  a  strong  and  valuable  Ringlet 
ma,e.  purchased  from  Mr.  E.  B.  Thompson.  Diiston 
W.  Wyandottes,  same  price.      H.B.  (Joorer  .Jr 
Wooaside  Poultry  Farm,  W.  Philadelpliia,  Pa. 


LAKENVELDKRS.  1  i)nrcliased  iu  1904  the 
eulire  llock  <.£  inleriialional  winners,  owned  by 
the  Countess  of  Craven.  These  birds  are  famous  in 
Europe  as  well  as  America,  and  have  won  more 
prizes  and  produced  more  prize  winners  than  any 
fiock  of  Lakenvelders  in  existence.  Eggs  for  hatch- 
ing from  this  strain  $10  for  15  eggs.  I.akenvelders' 
eggs  from  other  strains,  $6  for  Vo.  Poor  liatches 
replaced  at  half  price.  See  my  winnings  at  world's 
fair.  Herald  Sep,  Madison  Sq..  etc.  Dosi'riptive  cir- 
cular  for  stamp.  Dr.  Phelps.  Gleiis  Falls.  N.Y. 


LEGHORNS. 


SINGLIC  COMB   White  Leghorns  exclusively. 
Etrgs  for  liatcliiiig  a  specialty.  Van  Winkle's 
Glen  Rock  Poultry  Y'ards,  Ridgew'ood,  New  Jersey. 


Cannibal  Chicks.  (F.  W.  P.)  —  "My 
fir>t  liucr  of  "W.  Leghorn  chicks,  balcbeil 
April  20,  begau  to  pick  each  otiier's  feet  when 
about  four  weeks  old,  aud  several  were  nearly 
killed  by  loss  of  blood  and  being  dragged 
around  by  the  feet.  As  soon  as  one  was  picked 
so  as  to  bleed  a  liltle,  a  lot  of  them  would  drag 
him  around  by  the  feet  and  pick  the  flesh  oH. 
They  were  kept  in  a  brooder  house  Ux  10  feet 
with  a  small  run.  I  removed  the  chickens  as 
fast  as  injured,  and  gave  the  rest  free  range, 
and  the  trouble  ceased  in  a  day  or  tvFO  after 
that.  Now  the  second  litter,  three  weeks  old, 
have  been  at  it  several  days,  and  I  have  lost 
several  of  them,  besides  l>eing  put  to  no  end 
of  trouble  and  worry.  1  have  given  these  free 
range,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  check  the 
trouble  as  it  did  with  tiie  others.  I  never  saw 
the  trouble  before,  although  I  have  raised  a 
good  many  chickens.  As  to  feed,  I  started 
them  on  prepared  chick  food  at  three  days  of 
age.  I  added  a  dry  mash,  and  at  ten  days 
substituted  wheat  and  cracked  corn  for  Ibe 
chick  food,  the  dry  mash  being  continued. 
The  dry  mash  is  composed  as  follows,  by 
weight: — Si.\  parts  meal,  three  parts  bran, 
three  parts  middlings,  and  two  parts  meat 
meal.  I  never  fed  the  dry  mash  to  chickens 
before,  but  have  used  that  method  of  feeding 
hens  for  several  years  with  excellent  results. 
Heretofore  I  have  kept  the  chickens  In  out- 
door brooders,  and  given  fiee  range  from  the 
start,  feeding  chick  food  at  first  and  substitut- 
ing wheat  and  cracked  corn  as  soon  as  large 
enough.  I  never  fed  meat  before,  except 
beef  scrap  to  one  litter  last  year,  which  did  so 
well  that  1  have  fed  it  this  year  as  stated 
above.  Can  this  be  the  cause  of  the  trouble? 
I  have  another  hatch  coming  oil'  soon,  and 
would  like  to  avoid  the  trouble  if  possible.  I 
put  about  130  chickens  in  two  large  brooders 
in  each  house,  and  let  them  all  run  together. 
Any  help  you  can  give  me  will  be  greatly 
appreciated,  its  it  is  rather  discouraging  to  lose 
a  nice  lot  of  chicks  and  not  know  bow  to  do 
anything  to  stop  it." 

The  cannibalistic  habit  is  probably  due  to 
keeping  too  many  chickens  together,  aud  keep- 
ing them  too  closely  confined,  rather  than  to 
any  cause  connected  with  the  feeding.  It 
occurs  to  me  as  a  possibi*  explanation  of  some 
of  the  epidemics  of  this  kind  reported,  we  may 
suppose  one  or  more  fowls  in  the  breeding 
pen  disposed  to  pick  the  comb  of  the  male  or 
the  feathers  of  their  mates.  Now  suppo.se 
chicks  from  such  parentage  have  this  pro- 
pensity bred  in  them,  and  a  few  chicks  in  each 
lot  develop  the  vice  and  teach  it  to  the  others. 
1  give  this  merely  as  a  theory  for  someone 
having  the  trouble  referred  to  to  look  into. 
An  occasional  cause  of  tlie  beginning  of  this 
troulile  is  marking  the  chicks  so  late  that  the 
marks  bleed  a  good  deal.  This  attracts  the 
attention  of  some  of  the  chicks  and  they  begin 
lo  pick  at  the  blood.  For  a  cure  1  know  no 
way  but  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  chicks  to 
other  things,  and  to  watch  them  closely  for  a 
day  or  two,  and  remove  the  worst  oHenders. 
li;  addition  to  giving  them  range  reduce  the 
number  together,  aud  give  pieces  of  bone  with 
lean  meat  adhering,  or  tough  pieces  of  meat 
for  them  to  pick  at. 

Why  is  this  Incubator  Giving  Poorer 
Results?  (A.  C.  L.) — "I  have  been  running 
an  incubator  since  the  early  part  of  January 
until  now.  Have  been  very  successful,  the 
first  batches  turning  out  70%  to  85%  ;  the  last 
two  hatches  have  been  failures,  hatching 
about  ten  chicks  out  of  sixty  eggs.  Out  of 
possible  fifty  lo  fifty-five,  five  infertile,  five 
doubtful.  The  chicks  are  unable  to  break 
through  the  skin  of  the  eggs.  Even  after 
same  has  pipped,  the  skin  seems  to  have 
toughened  and  become  leathery.  On  opening 
some  of  thera  for  inspection,  have  saved  the 
chick  liy  taking  great  pains  to  free  it  from 
the  shell.  The  temperature  in  the  Incubator 
has  been  very  regular  —  102°  and  103°  during 
the  entire  hatch;  moisture  used  after  thir- 
teenth day  in  shallow  pan.  I  run  eggs  of 
the  same  pen  In  a  cheap  incubator  of  rouiul 
form,  and  have  hatched  forty-two  strong 
healthy  chicks,  using  no  moisture  whatever. 
Can  you  tell  me  what  is  the  cause  of  the  skin 
hardening,  and  that  chicks  which  seemed  so 
well  developed  could  not  break  through  it?" 

Without  knowing  more  about  the  con- 
ditions under  which  you  are  operating 
machines,  I  am  not  able  to  get  any  definite 


B 


IG  hardy  S.C.  W.  Leghorns,  15  eggs  S1..50. 

Dr.  P.  L.  Kreis  &  Sou.  Beiijaiiiin.  Pa. 


(-10MMEKC1AL  I'OIILTKV  YARDS.  '  r>ecial 
y  clearance  sale  to  dispose  of  .'.HU  pullets  if  my 
strain  of  Single  Comb  While  Legliiirus  before  lall. 
They  are  very  large,  liiiely  niarkeil,  aud  great  la\i  i>. 
Have  grass  runs,  and  are  never  .vici..  Prices  aim  ,lis- 
count  will  please  you.  It  stock  doiTl  (but  il  will) 
returu  it  at  my  expeusi — lliafs  fair.  Cii  eular. 
 (.iNlik  K.MaMiii.  Arcade,  N.Y. 

SINGLE  COMIi  While  I.ei.:horns.  bred  '.I  leais 
for  lieavy  laying  ipiaiilies  and  standard  reqniie- 
ments.  Stay  white  cocks,  S3;  yearling  hens  $1  tai  li; 
cockerels  four  weeks  old  oOcts.  Eggs  75cts.iiet  1..; 
$3  per  100;  S30  per  1000.   Eight  page  circular  tree. 

 A.  G.  Synionds.  Route  2,  Conloocouk,  N.  II. 

•  >1  W  i<  Wk  t'ER'l'iLE  eggs  l.ii  liatching.  S.C\ 
ji\J\J\j\J  While  Leglioins,  Van  Dresei  sl-raiii; 
order  now;  large  vigorous  stock  ;  lieavy  layers ;  reg- 
ular egg  machines.  SI  per  15;  S2.50  per  50;  S4  per  100. 
Big  value  for  the  money. 

 C.  A.  Stevens  &  Co., Box  3,  Wilson,  N.  Y'. 

MINORCAS. 

..ACK  AUuorcas.  Clioice  slock  always.  Eggs  $2 
13.    R.  Story.  187  Arlington  Ave..  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
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1 /\/'W/\MiMorcas,  bt-st  <jnuliiv.'>  patie  cal.  (,ieo. 
1  Tlil^  I  IT.  Norllmp.  R.  K.l)."--'.  Ku.-t-vil  Ic.  K.  V  . 

SPKCIAL  ^ale  ot  :?p)endid  S.  C.  Uliick  .Minorca 
breeding  hens  and  cocks.  Choice  stock  at  reduced 
prices.  An  exceptional  opportunity  to  get  some 
grau'l  birds.  Pt-rry  Messinger,  Sodns.  N.  Y. 

ORPINGTONS. 

WHITI?:  and   liutl'  (.hiiingtuus,  from  imported 
stock  ;  eggs  U>r  lialcliing.    ^^cud  for  li^^t  t»f  win- 
nings^ J.  11.  symond-'.  MeinclK-n.  N.J. 

OKPJNGTOJN8,  r.lIFK.  T.KACK,  AVHllK. 
Wliy  ntit  have  the  vfiy  bi..si  <ibtain;ible V  First 
cost  may  be  a  little  nioi-c,  but  you  get  the  ttock  ;imi 
blood  fi'om  ihe  grandi-st  winnfng  .strain  iu  Aincrii'a. 
aud  fiom  the  largest  (irpinglou  lueedei.  tSeiid  fiu- 
forty  pag)'  iUii^iiali  d  ()rpin;:ton  catalogue,  alsoniat- 
iug  list  di  sci  iliiiig  iliii  i\  -two    breeding  yaids  and 

prices  of  Tlir  bl  1  from  tlie  largest  winuc  rs  at 

New  Yt)rk  liie  past  three  years  is  in  these  yards. 

Box  alt.  Willow  Hrook  Farm,  Berlin,  Conn. 


PHEASANTS. 


-gi'irk^^  PHKASAWT  eggs,  Englisli.  Sl.T.".  sit.; 
Xv/\ /Vr  Gold., 53.50  sit. ; Silver, $4.60  sit.;  Andin  ht 
and  Rt'eves,  $5  sit.,  etc.  Pamphlet,  colored  plaies 
'20c.     United  Slates  Pheasan i ry.  Pnughkeepsie.  N  .  Y. 


PIGEONS. 


JERSEY  STRAIN  HOSIERS  always  please, 
circular  free.  ^ 


.  r  Br 


..  Hi  idget  N.J. 
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M.ATED  Homers,  '.ii'c.  |.air;  nol  satistled,  money 
back  ;  ornamental  pit:  eons,  S'J  pair.  Newh  liiscov- 
ere.l  melli.i.l  f..r,'ilig  -.piab  l.ree.liii;;.  lell  11  lale Y r. .Ill  U- 
lilale:liesl  iiialkils.;;.-..-.  H'ei-.l  .Ml.li.w.  P. .' ki 'cp^  1  e.  N.Y. 
■  j^OR  SALE,  niy  emiie  squab  i.lant  at  a  great 
JC  reduction.  A  grand  oppurtuiilly  for  some  one  to 
carry  on  a  business  already  slarted.  My  birds  must 
be  seen  lo  he  appreciated;'  ihey  are  young  Belgium 
Homers,  pure  breed,  )iroducing  large  fat  squabs.  I'o 
parties  meaning  business  satisfactory  reasons  for 
selling  will  be  given. 

 C.  B.  Goodnow,  Middle  Haddam.  Conn. 

 PLYMOUTH  ROCKS.  

C1«l>lCEiSarreO,  White,  Buff'  P.  Roc  ks  and  S.C. 
/  ^Vhile  Leghoi-ns.  Winners  atMadison  fiquan  and 
Herald  Square,  1904.    Splendid  com  l.i  nation  <.f  beauty 
andutilllv.  K.ggs  $2  sil  ling.  Point  I'leasaiil  P.  I'ariii, 
A,  W.  .Silk  worth,  I'l  op'r.  .Mallilii<-k,  L.  I.,N.  Y'. 

BARRED  V.  lUX'KS  au.l   W  hue  Wyaiiilottes. 
ICgL'S  from  prize  winning.  hi'a\  \  laj  ing  stock,  $1 
per  13;  StI  per  KKl.    yiialilv   giiai  aiilie.l. 

Cryslal  I'oiilti  y  V  anii.  R.  F.  I)..  Mi  idgeville,  N.  .7. 
ARRED  Rocks,  America's  l.esl.  bred  for  iitilily 
iiid  beauty  11  years  iselecli  d  eggs  SI  per  13. 
I>.  1).  Marvell.  Ravine  Farm.  W.'.idliMry  His,,  N..J. 
Kf\  WHITE  Rock  Inns,  Hal.s  Kx.-.lsiors ;  rare 
fJ\J    chance.  S.  A.  Hales,  Wesllii.i ,..  Mass. 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 

t!HOVE'S  Rhode  Island  Reds  aud  Houdaus  give 
>0    satisfaction.   Wj-ite  for  wants. 
 Daniel  P. Shove.  Fall  River,  Mass. 

I7INE  Single  Comb  R.  1.  Reds.   Eggs  $2..50  per  15; 
.    incubator  eggs  $10  per  100.   House  Rock  Poultry 
Farm.            P.  O.  ad.lress  Box  G,  AVollastou,  Mass. 
(Farm  al  K.  WeyiiH .11 11 1 ) .  

Rl.  RI'JDS,  Single  and  Rose.  At  the  great 
.  Brockloii  fair,  11104,  we  won  on  8  entires,  6 
lirsls,  1  second,  1  third,  and  9  specials  for  best  shape 
and  color.  Illustrated  booklet  and  1906  mating  list 
free.   Eggs  S2  and  $5  per  13. 

 I.  W.  Bean,  South  Bi-alntree,  Mass. 

RI.  RKD,  Single  and  Rose  (.'onib,  hardy  and 
'.   prolific  layers,  free  from  snmi,  SL.^iO  per  13; 
$4..'io  per  too.      W.  N.  .sissoii.  Little  Coiiiiiioii.  R.l. 

CUOICE  Rose  Comb  l:.l.Reds.  Kggs  S2..50  per 
15;  incubator  eggs  $10  per  Ion.  House  Rock 
Poultry  Farm.  P.  O.  address  Box  0,  Wollaslou,  Mass, 
(  Farm  "at  E.  A\'eymoiil  b).  

TURKEYS. 

I^iHiS  from  line  tlock  pure  Bronze  turkeys.  Ad- 
Id    dress  T.  D.  Scli.ifield,  Woodstock,  N.  H. 


WANTED. 


SAVK  the  commissioiH'i  's  prolit;  10  to '25  per  cent. 
I  buy  live  choice,  well  fed  broilers,  fowls,  spring 
turkeys  and  goslings  at  fancy  prices  from  May  1 
until 'Oct.;  no  culls  nor  Leghorns  desired.  Remit- 
tance immediately  after  receiving. 
 T..  Funckc.Klheron.N.J. 

POSITION    hy  lady,   poullry  ^rliool  grailnate. 
Califr>rnia  preferred.    StonoL']  aplier,  care  F.-P. 


WYANDOTTES. 


C'^U  Ai\lJ-'10N  strain  Silver  \\  yandottes.  We  won 
^  14  out  of  a  possible  15  lirsts  at  lioston  in  our  la.'^t 
three  exhibits.  Stock  for  sale,  and  eggs  f<'r  hatching 
at  S3  per  15;  poor  hatches  duplicated  at  half  price. 

J.  C.  .bt<lr»'v.  liox  A.  Danvers.  Mass. 
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UITK  \\"\ aiidoitis.     A  lew  good  cockerels 

left ;  aUn'oi  (Icr.s  booked  imw  for  eggs. 
Bai  IK  ;>  A  Woodburv,  Hux  lo7,  AVenham.  Mass. 


SILVKK  LACK1>  WYANDOTTKS.  I  won  17 
ribbons  at  Boston,  Mass. ;  New  York  ;  Keene,  N. 
H.;  Portland,  Me.,  this  season.  One  hundred  prize 
winners  and  Ijreeders  for  sale.  Egg--  $2;  poor  hatches 
duplicated  half  price  :  send  for  ci rrn lar. 
 II.  V.  i  'iKisr.  ]ii>x  710.  An«lover,  Mass. 

SII.VEK  PKNCILKD  and  Columbian  Wyaii- 
dolK-s;  stock  ami  eggs. 
Elmlawn  Poultry  Kami.  Koute2.  Haymond.  N.  H. 

WHITE      WYANDOTTKS,  KELIANCK 
STRAIN,  strong,  while  and  vigorous :  silver 
medal  winners;  after  July  1st,  100  females  for  sale. 

D.  LiiicolM  Orr.  Box 2,  Orr's  Mills,  N.  Y. 
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OLUMISIAN  YV YANDOTTES.    First  prize 
pen  at  Bosin  1 11105.    Eggs  $2.   Stock  for  sale. 
R.  G.  RiciTardson.  R.  F.  D.  2,  Lowell.  Mass. 


To  say,  wh^n  writing  advertisers,  "5AW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you— please  them -and  help  us. 


XtfWWk  EEllTILE  eggs  for  hatching.  White 
Ovf\/vF  \Vyaiidnttes  that  are  large  blocky  stock, 
have  yellow  legs,  and  are  a  sirain  of  fine  la^'ers,  SI  per 
13;  $2.a0per50;  $4  per  100.    Big  value  for  the  ninii'ey. 

 C.  A.  Stevens  &  Co..  Box  4.  Wilson.  N.  Y. 

ANTED.  600  utilllv  W.  Wv.pu  I. chicks,  March 
■ly  April  hatches.    G.  Earl,  Nutley,  N.  J, 
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idea  as  to  wliat  is  the  trouble  witn  the  Incu- 
bator wliicli  »ave  you  good  liatches  early  in 
tbe  $ea;oii ,  but  is  not  doing  so  well  now.  I 
suspect,  boivever,  that  the  incubator  needs  a 
tborougb  cleaning  and  overhauling,  and  ih.n 
if  put  in  tbe  condition  in  wbicb  it  was  at  ibe 
beginning  of  tbe  season,  It  would  give  just  as 
good  results.  The  one  point  wbicb  perhaps 
needs  especial  attention  Is  the  matter  of  ven- 
tilation, if  tbe  ventilation  is  run  tbe  same 
now  as  early  in  tbe  season,  it  may  be  that  that 
is  what  is  wrong,  because  ventilation  which 
was  sufficient  in  cold  weather  would  prob- 
ably not  be  sufficient  in  warm  weather.  Some 
operators  of  late  have  been  experimenting 
with  machines  with  the  liottoois  taken  entirely 
out,  and  in  one  of  the  new  machines  which,  I 
believe,  is  not  to  be  generally  on  tbe  marliet 
this  season,  the  entiie  bottom  is  made  mov- 
able. 

Experience  Counts  With  Incubators. 
(L.  R.  G.)  —  "I  have  run  out  two  incubator 
tulls.  I  will  admit  the  first  hatch  was  my 
fault,  but  tbe  last  batch  I  have  been  very 
careful  with.  It  has  been  turned  twice  every 
day  to  cool.  The  temperature  has  been  on  an 
average  of  103°  all  through  batch,  except  one 
day  it  ran  up  to  108°,  and  was  there  only  an 
hour.  I  know  the  eggs  were  fertile,  as  a 
friend  set  fourteen  eggs  under  a  ben  ;  the  hen 
did  away  with  two  eggs,  which  left  twelve, 
and  out  of  twelve  she  brought  out  eleven. 
That  was  as  good  as  you  could  expect.  If  the 
editor  will  say  what  he  thinks  of  this,  I  shall 
be  very  much  obliged." 

Tbe  first  experience  with  Incubators  is 
likely  to  result  very  much  as  in  this  case;  in 
fact  it  is  quite  a  common  saying  among  poul- 
trymen  that  it  Is  a  good  deal  better  for  the 
beginner  to  have  poor  results  In  his  first 
batches  than  good  ones,  because  if  be  has 
good  results  It  is  merely  a  matter  of  chance, 
and  he  gets  a  confidence  in  his  own  skill  which 
Is  detrimental  to  his  later  efforts,  while  if  bis 
results  are  poor  he  studies  the  matter  out 
more  carefully,  and  gradually  acquires  control 
of  the  machine.  Neither  I  nor  anyone  else 
could  say  just  where  Mr.  G.  went  wrong,  but 
as  be  grows  in  experience  lie  will  himself  dis- 
cover where  he  made  his  early  mistakes,  and 
learn  to  avoid  them.  If  he  were  working 
under  a  skilled  operator  bis  mistakes  would 
be  likely  to  be  discovered  at  once,  and  the 
right  way  indicated. 

Dalmatian  Insect  Power.  I  have  sev. 
eral  questions  in  correspondence  asking  where 
they  can  get  Dalmatian  Insect  powiler  recom- 
mended in  Lesson  VI.,  for  killing  lice  on  small 
chicks.  This  powder  can  easily  be  obtained 
at  any  drug  store,  and  I  think  that  In  ease  ft  Is 
not  kept  in  stock  any  druggist  would  order  It 
In  such  quantities  as  were  required.  That 
would  generally  be  the  more  satisfactory  way 
for  a  poultryman  to  order  his  supply  of  it  — 
through  his  local  druggist.  The  quantity  of 
It  required  Is  comparatively  small.  When 
raising  1,.500  to  2,000  chicks  a  year,  we  used 
generally  not  more  than  three  pounds  of  It, 
anil  for  tbe  I  ist  fe'v  years  raising  about  100  to 
125  or  130  chick-  a  year,  T  have  bought  a  smiill 
can  costing  about  20c.  I  think  the  price  was 
sometimes  19c.,  and  sometimes  23c.,  and  have 
never  u>ed  all  of  this  In  any  one  year.  A 
good  many  of  the  insect  powders  put  up  by 
druggists  contain  Dalmatian  as  the  effective 
Insecticide,  and  I  think  that  most  of  these  can 
be  used  just  as  safe.y  as  Dalmatian,  for  I 
knovir  of  none  that  have  anything  In  them 
that  is  harmful  to  chicks.  I  wouid  not  say 
that  Dalmatian  is  tbe  only  powder  that  would 
kill  lice  on  small  chicks,  but  it  has  been  more 
satisfactory  than  any  I  have  ever  tried,  and 
when  fresh  I  have  found  it  Invariably  effect- 
ive. 

Loses  His  Brooder  Chicks.    (C.  K.  W. 

A.)— '"Can  you  tell  me  what  ails  my  (thickens, 
as  they  are  dying  off  real  fast?  I  have  got 
them  in  a  brooder,  and  clean  It  out  every 
other  day.  They  seem  all  right  unlil  jn>t 
before  they  die,  then  they  shake  all  over  and 
ga»i)  fur  breath,  then  drop  dead.  I  am  feed- 
li  g  them  pinheati  oatmeal,  bread,  and  millet 
seed.  I  also  put  coarse  sand  and  bay  chaff  in 
tbe  bottom  of  the  brooder,  and  warm  pleasant 
davs  I  put  lliem  out  doors.    I  also  give  them 

Only  Soap  that  will  satisfy  you 
Pratts  Harness  Soap. 

JIade  by  Pratt  Food  Co.,  Phila.    Over  30  years  oM 

Xp  say,  when  writing 


milk  and  plenty  of  fresh  water,  and  charcoal 
once  a  week.  Now  can  you  tell  me  what  ails 
them,  and  what  I  can  do  to  save  them?" 

I  cannot  tell  much  about  this  case  from  the 
statement  given,  especially  as  it  is  stated  that 
there  seems  to  be  nothing  wrong  with  the 
chicks  until  just  before  they  die.  It  is  very 
probable  that  this  is  a  case  of  wrong  observa- 
tion on  tbe  |)art  of  the  attendant.  Tbe  chicks 
almost  certainly  show  symptoms  of  something 
wrong  a  good  while  before  they  die,  possibly 
some  days  before,  but  they  are  not  noticed 
because  tbe  person  in  charge  is  not  familiar 
with  the  symptoms,  and  so  only  sees  extreme 
symptoms  just  before  death  occurs.  The  only 
thing  in  the  question  that  gave  me  any  clue 
to  possible  cause  of  this  trouble  is  the  state- 
ment that  the  chicks  are  let  out  on  warm  and 
pleasant  days.  As  this  letter  was  written 
early  In  May,  and  the  writer  lives  In  Massa- 
chusetts, I  think  It  likely  that  the  chicks  are 
kept  too  close,  and  It  may  be  that  that  is  the 
original  cause  of  the  trouble. 

Clapping  AVindniill  to  Protect  Chiclis 
from  Crows  ami  Hanks.  (.\.  L.  M.) — 
"Can  you  tell  me  of  some  good  way  to  pro- 
tect chicks  from  crows  and  hawks?  Is  there 
any  kind  of  clapping  windmill  (small)  made 
for  that  purpose?" 

I  don't  think  that  I  ever  heard  of  such  a 
device  as  you  mention  to  protect  chicks  from 
hawks  and  crows.  Both  of  these  pests  are 
very  troublesome  when  they  begin  to  lake 
chicks  from  a  poultry  yard  or  farm,  and 
about  the  only  way  you  can  successfully  pro- 
tect chicks  from  tliera  is  to  exterminate  them. 
This  Is  a  very  difficult  matter  vvhereonly  one 
or  two  persons  in  a  section  are  Interested  In 
protecting  chickens,  but  where,  as  In  the 
large  poultry  growing  sections  of  Rhode 
Inland,  every  farmer  is  equally  Interested  In 
exierminating  pests  of  Ibis  kind,  tbe  iiawk 
and  crow  do  not  last  long,  as  if  one  farmer 
misses  his  effort  to  kill  one,  the  next  is  pretty 
sure  to  get  him. 

Moistening  Eggs  During  Incubation. 
(O.  C.  L.)— "Is  It  beneiicial  to  dip  tbe  t-^igs 
for  two  minutes  on  the  17th  day  In  water  at 
95  degrees?  This  has  been  mentioned  to  me 
several  times  by  various  parties." 

I  don't  think  that  there  is  any  advantage  In 
dipping  eggs  in  water  for  a  fevr  minutes  at 
any  time  dunng  the  hatch.  The  shell  of  tbe 
egg  is  so  dense  that  moisture  applied  in  that 
way  for  a  short  time  could  have  little  effect. 
When  the  egg  is  exposed  continuously  to  a 
moist  temperature,  that  is  different.  Thus, 
when  we  have  moisture  pans  in  the  incubator 
the  effect  of  the  moisture  is  constant,  while  if 
the  eggs  are  simply  dipped  in  water  or 
sprinkled  with  water  the  eflect  is  only  tem- 
porary, and  I  do  not  think  that  it  has  ever 
i)een  shown  that  anything  at  all  was  gained  by 
treating  them  in  this  wav. 


This  Will  Interest  Many. 

F.  W.  Parkhuist,  the  Boston  publisher, 
says  thai  if  anyoue  afflicted  with  rheumatism 
in  any  form,  or  neuralgia,  will  send  their 
address  to  him  at  8042  WintLirop  building, 
Boston,  Mass.,  be  will  direct  them  to  a  perfect 
cure.  He  has  nothing  to  sell  or  give,  only 
tells  you  how  be  was  cured  after  years  of 
search  for  relief.  Hundreds  have  tested  it 
with  success. 


NEWS  NOTES. 

The  Charlotte,  N.  C  ,  poultry  show  will  be 
hebl  Jan.  ltj-20.  H.  P.  Schwab,  judge.  W  . 
g.  Alexander,  sec'y. 


The  Alabama  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Asso- 
ciation will  hold  its  ninth  annual  show  Dec. 
12-15.  S.  B.  Johnston,  judge.  Charlie  Bar- 
ber, sec'y. 


The  Stewartville  p'anciers'  Association  will 
hold  a  poultry  show  at  Stewartville,  Minn., 
Dec.  6—9.  Geo.  D.  Holden,  judge.  L.  G. 
Tubbs,  sec'y. 


Dr.  Xottage,  of  Goshen,  Mass.,  has  issueil  a 
new  edition  (third  thousand)  of  his  "Direc- 
tions for  Dry  Feeding."  Last  month  be 
delivered  an  address  before  tlie  Sprinf;fipld 
Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Association  on  this 
suliject,  anil  this  new  issue  of  the  "Directioiis  ' 
is  the  substance  of  that  lecture. 


Summer  Show  Given  Up. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Morris,  secreiar>  of  the  Western 
New  York  Fanciers'  Association,  writes  us 
that  lack  of  local  interest  has  made  it  neces- 
sary  to  give  up  the  summer  show,  which  had 
been  planned  for  .June  20—  24. 


Rigiit  to  the  Point. 

In  llie  accompanying  letter  from  judge  Fhiley, 
which  Wf  copy  by  permission,  uo  attempt  at  amplifi- 
cution  of  the  facts  regur(1ia;j:  the  good  qualities  of 
Cliainbeiiaiu's  Perfect  Cliicli  Feed  1ms  been  made,  its 
author  couiiniDg  himself  to  plain  statements;  hut 
comiug  from  a  breeder  so  widely  and  favoraljly 
liuown,  this  sliort  letter  should  go  a  long  way  in  con- 
vineiDg  all  w\\o  have  not  used  Chamberlain's  Perfect 
Feeds  of  tlielr  incomparable  merits. 

Olfice  of  Eastern  Importing  and  Breeding  Co., 
Macon,  Mo..  4,  •Jli.  '05. 
Mr.  W.  F.  Cliamberlain,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,— Dear  Sin- 
Please  send  me  my  usual  order  of  your  Chick 
Feed  by  early  freight ;  am  most  out  and  might  as  well 
be  williout  chicks  as  without  your  Feed.  Your  Per- 
fect Feeds  are,  sure  enough,  iu  a  class  by  themselves. 

Sincerely  yours, 
B.  J.  Finley,  Manager  and  Treasurer, 


Mr.  James  Dryden. 

Cyphers  Company's   Poultry  Farm. 

The  Cyphers  Incubator  Co.  have  bought  a 
fifty  acre  farm  in  the  suburbs  of  Buffalo,  on 
which  to  establish  a  complete  poultry  plant 
for  experimental  purposes.  The  plant  will  be 
in  charge  of  Mr.  James  Dryden,  formerly  of 
the  Utah  Agricultural  Experiment  Station, 
who  has  become  well  known  throughout  the 
country  through  his  work  in  Utah. 

The  establishment  of  this  plant  marks  a 
distinct  advance  in  tlie  systematic  investiga- 
tion of  poultry  topics-,  and  we  look  for  useful 
work  here,  bringing  valuable  results  to  the 
whole  poultry  industry. 


UNION  LOCK  POULTRY  FENCE 

A  Fence  —  Not  a  Netting . 

An  unique  combination  of  strength,  economy, 
utility  and  durability.  " 

We  make  lliewire  from  highest  quality  material. 
galvanize  it  heavily  with  new  prime  western  spelter, 
and  weave  into  fence. 

Tbe  cables  are  two  steel  wires  twisted  together; 
the  pickets  are  single  wires  tightly  locked  where 
they  cross  cables  by  liie  patented  "  Union  Lock.'' 

The  mesh,  IJ  x  3  at  bottom  and  gradnallv  Inereasinir 
to  4.x  3  at  the  lop.  successfully  prevents  e>i'ape  of 
chickens,  small  or  large.  Si)  top  rail  or  bottom 
boards  required,  and  less  than  the  usual  number  of 
posts. 

Testimonials  prove  that  Union  Lock  Fence  wears 
better  and  longer  than  any  other  fence  or  ueltinu'  and 
is  more  satisfactory. 

"Is  Poultry  Raisirij;  Profitable "  —  "  The 
Popular  Breeds  in  Amei  ica  "  —  "  Food  and 
Feeding  of  Poultry  "  —  "  Hatching  and  Rais- 
ing Chicks  "  —  ••  Poi'Jtry  Houses  "  —  ••  A  few 
Suggestions  About  Poultry  Fencing  "  —are  the 
tiiies  of  ilie  cliapters  in  tbe  new  and  enlarged  edition 
of  ourbooklut  (J,"  A  ShortStorv  for  I'oultry  Raisi  rs." 

"It  is  niort'  tiian  iiiler- 
estiDg;  it  is  valuable. 

We  w  ill  he  pleased  lo 
send  it  lo  you  upon 
request. 

Union 

Fence 
Company, 

Xew  York  City. 

Oakland.  Cal. 


—WARREN'S— 

NaiuralJlspMll  Sand  Surface d 
ROOPINO 

Apiilv  it  yourself.  .Maki;=  a  finished  gravel 
roof  wbicli  never  needs  paiiiling. 

Write  for  catalogue  and  samples. 
WAKKEN  CHEMICAI.  &  MFG.  CO., 
20  Battery  PL,  >'ew  York,  N.  V. 


Park's  Pedigree-Bred  R. !.  Reds 


SIXGLK  AND   KOSE  COMIJ.S. 


Eggs  from  stock  pedigree-bred  for  years. 
83.00  per  sitting  of  15. 

SATISFACTION  ALWAYS. 
P.  K.  PARK,    ReadiDS,  Mass. 

Corner  Hull  and  Pearl  St. 


i 


Don't  Bleime 
the  Hens 

for  leaving  their  nests  -when 
silting;  for  failing  to  lay  their 
full  number  of  eggs;  for  being 
thin  and  scrawny;  for  moulting 
badly.  It  is  not  their  fault. 
As  long  as  lice  are  permitted  to 
"rule  the  roost" — infest  their 
bodies,  these  conditions  will 
prevail.  The  feeder  will  feed 
the  flock  very  much  as  he 
would  fill  a  leaky  pail  with 
water — at  a  great  loss,  and  un- 
til the  leak  is  stopped — until 
the  hen  is  ridden  of  lice — can 
lull  return  or  profit  be  ex- 
pected. It  will  take  but  a  few 
minutes  to  turn  these  conditions 
into  comfortable  and  profitable 
surroundings  with 

Lambert's 


Death 

to 
Lice 


Yoti'll  find  a  few  cents  invested 
in  this  efficient  lice  remedy  will 
bring  returns  worth  dollars. 
It  not  only  rids  the  henneries 
and  fowls  of  the  pests  but  kills 
them  and  the  mites  outright. 
Put  it  on  your  sitting  hens  and 
watch  how  easy  and  contented 
they  will  rest.  It  cannot  hurt, 
eggs,  chicks  or  hen.  Equally 
good  for  all  body  lice  on  poultry, 
horses,  cattle,  dogs,  hogs, 
plants.  It's  the  jwultry  keeper's 
"friend  in  need."  A  fine  powder 
easy  to  apply  that  goes  direot 
to  the  skin  through  hair  or 
feathers.  Lambert's  Ointment 
is  splendid  for  head  lice  on 
young  chickens.  Sample  bos 
of  either  10  cents  post  paid;  100 
oz.  Death  to  Lice  by  express 
$1.00. 

O.  K.  STOCK  FOOD  CO. 

■.   D.  J.  Lamberl.  Vice-President 
i;..  ■I'.i4  M  anon  Bide. 

CHICAGO,  lU- 
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114  Liberty  Street. 

MILLS  AT 

New  Haven.  Conn.;    DeKalii.  II 


Advertisers,  "SAW  AP-  !N  FARn-pOULTRV,"  will  benefit  you -please  them— an  J  help  us. 
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Kar]vi  =  Poultry 


June  15 


Answers  to  Pigeon  Questions. 

Answers  by  Wm.  E.  Bice,  BricUjetun,  N.  J. 


More  PROFIT  From  Your  POULTRY 


Breeding  Age  of  Homing  Pigeons. — 
AVhat  Name  Designates  Best  Homers? 

(J.  B.  B.)— "  At  what  age  do  Homing  pigeons 
commence  to  I'uise  squabs?  The  earliest  age 
of  breeding  and  the  average?  By  what  name 
are  the  best  Homing  pigeons  designated?" 

I  am  always  careful  in  answering  such  ques- 
tions as  the  above  to  give  a  practical  answer, 
and  one  which  may  not  be  misleading.  It  is 
quite  possible  that  in  a  flock  of  500  pairs  of 
breeding  Homers,  where  all  the  squabs  are 
saved  for  breeding,  a  pair  of  youngsters 
might  mate  at  four  months  ot  age;  it  is  also 
probable  that  in  the  same  flock  a  few  pairs 
might  mate  at  six  months,  but  these  early 
matings  would  be  so  few  and  exceptional  as 
to  be  of  scarcely  any  practical  benefit.  From 
the  age  of  six  months  there  would  be  con- 
stantly increasing  numbers  of  matings,  and  at 
the  end  of  a  year  any  given  flock  of  young- 
sters, all  of  the  same  age,  should  be  well 
started  In  housekeeping.  Some  few  couples 
might  not  be  mated  at  this  age,  but  in  my 
experience  I  have  usually  found  that  at  a  year 
old  the  young  couples  are  well  settled  away  in 
their  nests,  and  I  can  look  forward  for  profit- 
alile  returns.  Because  of  the  fact  that  the 
first  squabs  from  the  young  couples  are  not 
always  successfully  reared,  I  have  always 
urged  the  necessity  of  sufficient  capital  to 
carry  the  youngsters  until  they  are  a  year  old 
before  any  profit  can  be  expected  from  them. 

The  statement  often  made  that  pigeons  will 
breed  at  from  four  to  six  months  ought  to  be 
qualified  by  the  further  statement  that  exceed- 
ingly few  do  breed  at  these  ages,  and  1  feel  tliat 
anyone  who  accepts  my  statement  that  pigeons 
do  not  breed  profitably  until  they  are  a  year 
old,  and  make  provision  accordingly,  will  feel 
more  comfortable  than  if  they  expect  their 
birds  to  breed  at  any  earlier  age. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  particular  name 
except  Homers  or  Homing  pigeons  to  desig- 
nate the  "  best  Homers."  It  is  true  that  there 
are  [imported  Belgian  Homers,  liut  they  are 
often  not  profitable  until  they  become  accli- 
mated, and  some  breeders  claim  two  years 
are  necessary  for  this  result  to  be  attained. 
Then  there  are  large  fine  birds  known  as 
show  Homers  which  bring  large  prices.  Th 
Homers  in  general  use,  however,  are  the  bird 
that  have  been  developed  into  racing  strains_ 
and  their  descendants^are  the  ones  that  are 
used  in  the  best  squab  breeding  plants. 

A  New  Beginner  and  His  Plan.  (H. 
C.  B.)—  "  I  am  a  subscriber  to  Farm-Poul- 
TliY,  and  Intended  starting  a  poultry  plant, 
but  after  reading  your  article  and  the  Farm- 
ers' Bulletin,  have  decided  to  go  into  squab 
raising  instead. 

I  intend  to  start  with  25  pairs  of  the  best 
Homers  1  can  get,  and  raise  50  pairs  of  the 
squabs  every  year  until  I  get  a  flock  of  350 
pairs,  from  which  1  hope  to  realize  a  profit  of 
$500  a  year. 

I  am  counting  on  a  production  of  five  airs 
of  squabs  per  year  from  the  old  birds,  and 
two  pairs  from  the  young  birds,  as  I  lielicve 
you  claim  these  birds  will  begin  to  lay  ;it  six 
months.  I  expect  to  sell  30  dozen  t-qualis  the 
first  year;  70  dozen  the  next;  112  dozen  the 
third  ;  154  dozen  the  fourth,  and  190  dozen  the 
fifth.  Kindly  tell  me  what  you  think  of  my 
plan." 

Your  plan  to  start  in  a  small  way  and  build 
up  is  right.  If  I  change  your  plan  at  all  In 
this  matter  it  will  l)e  to  say  start  with  10  pairs 
Instead  of  25.  You  have  it  all  to  learn,  and  if 
you  do  not  succeed,  the  loss  on  10  pairs  will  lie 
less  than  on  25,  not  only  the  first  oulliy  of 
money,  but  the  expense  of  feeding  and  care 
also. 

Your  plan  to  get  your  young  liirds  to  lay  at 
six  months,  and  have  them  raise  two  pairs  of 
squabs  a  year  is  all  wrong,  and  your  state- 
ment that  I  claim  the  birds  will  do  this  is  a 
mistake.  If  any  Rice  makes  any  such  state- 
ments, it  is  the  other  fellow,  and  I  do  not 
want  to  be  understood  as  making  any  sucli 

ridiculous  statements.     liead  the  prec'eding 
 .  —  ^  

lifter  all  other  Liniments,  then 
buy  Pratts.    It  never  fails. 

Made  by  Pratt  Food  Co.,  Pliiia.    Over  30  years  old. 


article  in  this  issue,  and  you  will  get  my  ideas 
of  early  mating. 

Now  let  us  examine  your  figures  as  to  the 
squabs  you  expect  to  sell  —  30  dozen  the  fir-t 
year,  etc.  It  looks  nice  on  paper,  but  1  ihinU 
it  will  look  different  when  we  both  ni,ure  at 
it.  Now,  brother,  30  dozen  are  oCiO  liirds,  and 
the  50  pairs  you  are  to  save  malie  100  more, 
don't  they?  These  amounts  make  4G0  birds, 
or  230  pairs,  from  the  25  pairs,  (do  not  coutit 
the  youngsters  as  doing  anything,  and  }  0U  will 
not  be  disappointed,  and  if  they  should  i>ro- 
duce  a  few  squabs  they  can  go  towards  mak- 
ing U|)  the  loss  l)y  death  you  might  have). 
Now  if  25  pairs  of  breeders  produce  230  pairs 
of  squabs,  they  will  average  9  1-5  pairs  of 
squabs,  and  you  will  have  beaten  the  record 
at  first  jumi),  which  I  do  not  believe  you  can 
do. 

Your  error  is  expecting  something  from  six 
months  old  birds,  and  rememlier  it  was  some- 
body ehe  that  misled  you,  and  not  I.  If  you 
can  get  an  average  of  5  pairs  from  each  pair  of 
lireeders,  and  carry  your  flocl;  through  the 
first  year  with  no  larger  loss  than  2%,  you  will 
have  done  well,  an<l  can  enter  on  the  second 
year  with  an  assurance  of  success. 

Several  Practical  Questions.  "  1.  IIow 
do  you  tell  a  cock  from  a  hen? 

"2.  How  long  will  it  take  pigeons  to  get 
used  to  a  new  house  when  bought  at  a  dis- 
tance? 

"3.  When  the  parent  liirds  fail  to  feed  the 
young,  is  there  any  way  of  artificial  feeding? 

"4.  About  how  many  birds  would  a  person 
have  to  have  to  raise  about  two  dozen  squabs 
per  week  ? 

"5.  AVhy  do  you  advise  keeping  new  birds 
added  to  a  flock,  separate  from  the  lest? 
Don't  they  work  well  to  have  all  together? 

"  6.  Do  two  hens  ever  lay  in  or  occupy  the 
same  nest?" 

1.  The  male  bird  is  usually  more  lively  than 
the  female,  and  does  more  cooing,  and  in  flirt- 
ing with  the  hen  turns  around  several  times, 
whereas  the  hen  seldom  turns  more  than  half 
way.  Again,  the  cock  picks  at  and  drives  the 
hen  to  the  nest.  AVben  one  pigeon  is  chasing 
another  inside  and  out  of  the  house,  the  driven 
one  is  the  hen,  and  the  driver  the  cock.  In 
appearance  the  hen  is  less  masculine,  neater  as 
to  head,  and  of  smaller  size.  But  these  rules 
are  not  infallilile,  especially  the  last, fori  have 
known  individual  hens  to  be  as  large  as  any 
pigeons  in  a  large  flock. 

2.  Well  mated  pigeons,  of  good  health,  and 
not  inbred,  will  begin  to  work  in  a  new  home 
in  a  short  time.  I  have  known  many  cases  in 
which  they  got  well  settled  away  and  at  work 
in  less  than  ten  days. 

3.  If  such  failure  occurs  while  "  pigeon 
milk"  is  fed  by  the  parents  during  the  first 
week,  there  is  no  method  of  feeding  as  a  sub- 
stitute. If  it  occurs  after  the  squalis  are  being 
fed  the  full  grain  ration,  they  can  frequently 
oe  fe<l  by  putting  the  grains  in  their  mouths, 
care  being  taken  to  moisten  the  grain  and 
furnish  grit  with  the  feed.  Some  mix  the 
feed  in  their  own  mouths,  and  teach  Ihei-qijalis 
to  take  it  by  ])utting  the  bill  in  the  person's 
mouth.  I  don't  follow  this  latter  plan,  and 
don't  recommend  it,  and,  in  fact,  unless  tlie 
squab  is  a  particularly  valualile  one,  the  extra 
care  is  seldom  repaiil. 

4.  Two  dozen  sqiialis  a  week  eqnal  ],24S 
for  the  year,  and  would  require  about  115 
pairs  of  bii-ds  producing  11  sqiialis  each  a 
year  to  get  this  result. 

5.  Because  the  new  birds  will  in  this  way 
have  a  chance  to  make  a  record  for  themselvrs, 
and  you  can  know  which  are  the  better — mint 
old  birds  or  the  new  purchase.  Then,  aguin, 
when  strange  birds  are  brouglit  into  the 
quarters,  and  placed  in  same  pen  with  former 
occupants  there  may  be  fights  aniomx  old  and 
new,  and  much  loss  result  until  tlie  war  is 
over.  I  always  keep  new  purchases  sep:irMtP, 
and  advise  customers  to  do  the  same. 

6.  Not  often,  but  I  have  known  such 
instances. 

Tliankful  for  "  Mated  Question  "  (n- 
formation.  (H.  C.  B.) —  "1  have  taken  par- 
ticular notice  about  what  you  say  of  de;ili  r^ 
selling  so-called  mated  birds,  and  I  think  that 


FREE 


Chloro-Naptholeum  Dip  will  keep  your  poultry  in  the  best  of  health.  It  kills  lice,  cures 
roup,  leukaemia,  cholera  and  all  contagious  diseases 
■which  attack  poultry.  It  is  always  successful,  is  non- 
poisonous  and  cannot  harm  the  smallest  chick.  It 
raises  your  profits  because  it  improves  the  breed- 
ing and  laying  qualicies  of  your  poultry  by  keeping: 
them  clean  and  in  the  pink  of  condition.  To  prove 
this  to  you  I  will  send  you,  all  charfies  prepaid. 

AFull  Gallon 

All  you  have  to  do  is  to  write  me  now,  and  tell  me  how  much  poultry  you  Own. 
I  do  not  want  you  to  pay  me  a  penny,  nor  make  any  promises,  except  that  you  will 
use  the  large  sample  freely  for  30  days,  entirely  at  my  expense  and  risk.  If.  after  a 
thorough  trial,  Chloro-Naptholeum  Dip  proves  itself  the  best  germicide.  Insecticide 
and  disinfectant  you  ever  saw  or  used,  you  can  pay  me  J1.50  for  the  gallon.  If  It 
doesn't  please  you  in  every  way— doesn't  prove  better  than  you  expected— just  tell 
me— your  word  is  sufficient— and  1  will  write  you  where  to  send  any  that  is  left,  at 
my  expense. 

Surely  you  couldn't  find  a  fairer  or  more  convincing  oflfer  than  this,  and  you 
can't  lose  anything  by  making  the  trial,  but  you  can  lose  a  great  deal  by  delayinsr. 
Write  me  personally— before  you  forget  it. 

E.  TAUSSIG,  President,  WEST  DISINFECTING  CO. 
29  E.  59th  St.,  New  York  City 


your  open  warning  to  beginners  is  a  godsend, 
and  that  you  deserve  the  thanks  of  all  persons 
interested  in  the  squab  raising  industry.  I 
have  now  before  me  a  price  list  of  a  large  firm 
which  reads:  'We  guarantee  the  l)irds  to  be 
mated  equally,  cocks  and  hens.'  Now  I  take 
this  to  mean  that  there  are  just  so  many  cocks 
and  hens,  but  that  they  are  not  guaranteed  to 
be  already  paired.    Am  I  right?" 

I  have  answered  pretty  nearly  this  same 
question  in  a  previous  issue.  I  think  my 
questioner  is  right  when  he  judges  that  the 
birds  so  described  are  not  actually  paired,  and 
it  he  is  wise  he  will  require  a  guaranty  that 
does  not  guarantee  so  much  before  he  pur- 
chases. He  wants  a  guaranty  which  guaran- 
tees the  birds  to  be  mated,  and  stops  right 
there;  but  that  fully  means  that  the  birds  are 
mated,  and  I  do  not  think  it  iiossible  for  any 
man  living  to  guarantee  his  flock  mated  unless 
he  has  taken  the  steps  of  banding  the  birds 


and  recordin)!;  the  pairs  when  they  liiate.  I 
advise  you  to  ask  thi*  advertiser  how  he  mat' s 
his  birds  that  he  guarantees  at  Buch  length, 
and  if  you  get  an  answer  yoU  will  probalilx 
get  a  Valuable  addition  to  pigeon  literature,  or 
else  you  will  get  information  which  will 
convince  you  that  you  had  better  let  all  such 
birds  aloliEi 

There  is  another  word  of  cimtion  in  buying 
even  mated  birds.  Be  sure  tliat  the  birds  are 
young  birds.  I  recently  knew  the  follow  ing 
to  occur:  A  breeder  carefully  culled  out  all 
the  oldest  of  his  mated  birds,  and  the  unprofit- 
able ones,  and  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  a 
dealer.  The  next  Sunday's  paper  contained 
an  advertisement  of  a  lot  of  200  mated  Homers 
from  the  pen  of  a  large  breeder.  Well,  the 
advertisement  told  the  truth  so  far  as  mated 
Homers  was  concerned,  but  anyone  who 
bought  the  liirds  at  any  price  wouM  get  stuck, 
for  they  were  birds  [last  their  usefulness. 


THE  CENTUKT  SPECIAT.TY  CO 

TliO  Crhliii  V  Alll.illl.llM- 
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It  (Mil  l>e 
I.   'I'iH/ fai 


Selt-fci'iliiiL' 'W .-Iter  Faucet  is  tlie 
iiiL'  \  ice  tur  watcrin;;  pniillry, 
(Is  I  he  \\  (Icr  ;iiilninalically  into  Hie 
lit  ink,  IIiii>  insni  in^r  |nii  o  and  fresh 
li  is  ah-oliiteh  r^sciuial  to  t  lie  Ileal  I  li 
Th*'  pan  is  never  emptv.  unr  call  f : 
a.iilT  I  i  nn.vccl  for  tlie  purnoso  of 
piallyas  well  a<ianled  to  the 


small  lancier  as  lo  Hie  larjjc  fancier. as  tlieycanlie  altaclicl 
clirec-tlv  lotlie  inli  or  pail,    for  price  list  anfi  further  in- 
forniati..ii    a.l.lress  TIIK  riOXTURV  STECIALTY  CO 
Dept.  U.  1(1,   ]ioxr,72,   ColiMnliiis,  Ohio. 


THE  I^TJSS 

Prize  Winning  Brooder. 

Send  Foit  Descriptive  Circular.  i 

Excelsior  Wire  &  Poultry  Supply  Co..  Dept.  I 

26  &  28  VESEY  STREET,  NEW  YORK  CITY.  | 


Wigwai  Porlalle  Bulllis. 


.Sei-lic. 


l'..nllrv  III) 


K!  ft.  1.1  2f«l  fl.  loiiL'. 
M  i-li"nal  l;i.....kr  llouMS  witli  WKJWAKIM  lirooders. 

IJuil'liu^'S  lor  Aulo  Idles.  (  ainiis,  Colta;;es,  e'c. 

fecua  tor  Holiiie  Catalogue. 

IS.  r.  HODGSON,  Box  25,  Dover,  Mass'. 


FECIAL  SALE 


9 


\To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "  SAW  AD.  IN  FARM. 


Pine  Slraiirht  IJuslon  WHITF.        V,\  N  DOTTKS.    (  onleiils  of  mv  llreeilin-  Pins  all  lip  to  stiinilar.- 
™r''r'i"~  l'"'  "i-''  '  ^''e"''0"^'  ;iii'i  slay  W  liite  Breeders,  also  COCKKHI'JL*  If  >  ..n  desire  Fairs.  Triof 

EDWARD  E.  LiING,  H.  F.  I).  No.  s.  South  Portland,  Maine. 

IJOSEPH  BRECK&SONS,c«rp.| 

J        51   North  Market  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  J 

^  NEW   ENGLAND   AGENTS   FOR  ^ 

f  ^^■finiii  e  Frail  I'e  State  IiKulfntcii  s  and  Brooders,^ 
I  $5.00  PRIZE   BROODER,  | 

A  Breck's  Complete  Poultry  Feed,  ^, 

T  T-r  .      -ir     ,  ^     ,  Ruberoid  Roofing;,4< 

❖   union  Liock  Poultry  Netting, 

^  Breck's  Hygienic  Brand  Chick  Food.* 

POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you  —  please  them  —  and  help  us. 


Karis/i=  Poultry 
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Another  Experience  Alternating  Hales. 


EDITOR  FAUM-roiLTRY:— I  see  tba 
someone  asks  about  "  ulternatiug 
males,"  in  the  answers  to  questions  on 
Lesson  lY. 

I  have  been  experimenting  some  along  that 
line  as  well  as  others  this  spring,  and  if  you 
will  permit  me,  I  will  tell  you  anj  this  reader 
who  asks  the  question  my  experiences. 

I  would  also  like  to  hear  from  the  ques- 
tioner later,  and  see  how  he  thinks  of  it. 

I  had  thirty-six  yearling  hens  in  one  pen, 
with  which  I  mated  three  cockerels,  alternat- 
ing in  rotation  one  each  day. 

I  found  -iO'}  infertile  eggs,  and  a  rather 
weakly  lot  of  chicks.  This  pen  was  giving 
43^  egg  yield. 

I  did  considerable  watching,  and  as  near  as 
I  could  determine,  each  male  had  a  few  favor- 
ites among  the  hens,  and  some  hens  favoref' 
one  male  more  than  the  others. 

The  most  of  the  hens  were  shy  of  all  the 
males,  which  led  to  a  lot  of  confusion. 

I  removed  the  best  male  to  a  pen  with  eleven 
hens  that  had  had  no  male  bird  with  them  for 
about  six  weeks,  and  kept  him  with  them  all 
the  time. 


After  five  days  I  saved  and  set  eggs,  :uul 
h;id  only  207c  infertile.  They  were  laying 
i'+fc  yield. 

I  also  had  another  pair  of  eight  hens  and 
male  (a  two  year  old  lird);  t!iey  had  lieen 
together  about  seven  weeks,  :I1  the  time. 
From  this  pen  I  had  0+''/c  infertile  eggs. 
They  were  laying  52+9'c  egg  yl  I  I.  In  this 
pen  every  fowl  *eeme>l  on  good  terms,  and 
there  wae.no  confusion. 

I  do  not  consider  tha  £  have  established  any 
facts,  but  as  two  of  my  friends  have  obtained 
results  in  line  with  my  observations,  I  feel 
that  I  am  on  the  right  path. 

Some  others  claim  to  get  good  results  from 
the  alternating  system,  but  as  far  as  I  can 
learn  they  don't  always  substantiate  their 
claims. 

Last  year  I  found,  by  the  aid  of  trap  nests, 
that  some  hens  "  alternate"  in  laying  —  first  a 
fertile  egg  and  then  an  infertile  one. 

Considering  this,  and  the  dilTcrence  in  indi- 
viduals among  breeding  stock,  I  think  the  only 
way  to  get  accurate  conclusions  will  be  to  keej) 
up  the  experiment  for  a  term  of  years. 

Eli  C.  WADswoiati. 


Chickens  and  Weeds. 


WIIEXEVEK  a  woman  begins  to  tel 
you  she  has  no  "luck"  with  chick- 
ens it  is  always  safe  to  suppose  her 
poultry  yard  is  all  over  the  farm, 
and  that  weeds  and  old  buildings  abound.  I 
have  known  women  to  trail  about  for  hours  in 
wet  weeds  looking  for  lost  chicks,  and  have 
nothing  but  a  badly  damaged  temper  to  show 
for  the  lost  time.  They  fling  into  the  house  to 
take  up  the  neglected  morning's  work,  and 
declare  that  it  is  no  use  to  try  to  raise  poultry 
on  a  farm  any  more.  Of  course  it  isn't  a  bit 
of  use  if  you  must  have  a  fine  crop  of  weeds 
every  summer  where  the  fowls  run;  but  don't 
blame  the  result  of  your  own  carelessness  on 
luck. 

If  there  is  anything  makes  little  chickens 
harder  to  manage  than  to  raise  them  among 
high  weeds  I  really  do  not  know  what  it  is. 
Late  in  the  summer  have  you  seen  hens  steal 
away  and  bring  forth  a  brood  of  wild,  scary 
little  creatures  that  seem  afraid  of  a  human 
voice,  and  skulk  around  like  quail  in  the  talf 
weeds?  It  is  time  and  trouble  wasted  to  try 
to  domesticate  them,  for  they  will  return  to 
their  old  haunts  no  matter  how  many  times 
they  are  carried  to  the  coop  on  cool  nights  in 
autumn,  and  the  wise  woman  usually  consigns 
them  to  the  frying  pan  rather  than  try  to  tame 
them. 

It  takes  less  time  to  destroy  the  weeds  than 
to  hunt  the  little  chickens  and  turkeys  any- 
way, besides  the  vexation  and  loss  from  rats 
and  other  prowlers.  A  woman  who  has  great 
success  with  chickens  in  a  small  yard  spades  a 
little  patch  every  day  for  the  fowls  to  scratch 
and  wallow  in,  and  in  that  way  keeps  down 
the  weeds  without  much  trouble.  The  chick- 
ens delight  to  dig  in  the  fresh  soil,  and  the 
ground  never  becomes  foul  as  in  cases  where 
the  yard  space  is  limited  and  nature  has  no 
chance  to  renew  the  filthy  soil  and  purify  it. 
Many  diseases  spring  from  no  other  source 
than  polluted  soil,  and  prevention  will  do  a 
thousand  times  more  for  the  flock  than  cui  ; 
even  if  the  weeds  have  gotten  a  hold,  a  sharp 
sickle  or  scythe  used  in  the  heat  of  the  day 
will  accomplish  wonders. 

The  foul,  rank  weeds  that  grow  in  and 
around  brush  heaps,  old  piles  of  boards  and  in 
small  corners  are  harder  to  manage,  but  they 
must  be  attended  to  if  you  do  not  want  your 
promising  young  chickens  carried  off  by  rats. 
Several  lively  rats  can  do  more  damage  in  one 
night  than  you  can  ever  repair,  and  few  home 
made  coops  are  secure  against  them.  For 
cleanliness'  sake  the  small  chicken  houses 
should  have  no  floors,  or  removable  ones,  and 
an  active  rat  finds  this  arrangement  very  sat- 
isfactory when  he  starts  out  to  hunt  a  mid- 
night lunch.    If  the  boards  are  good  enough 

No  doubt  about 
Pratts  Animal  Regulator. 

MadebyPrattPoodCo.,Ph;ia.    Over  30  years  old. 

To  say,  when  writing 


to  be  used  pile  them  up  on  blocks  outside  the 
chicken  yard,  and  burn  the  brush  heaps  with- 
out delay.  With  a  large  open  space  the  man 
of  the  farm  may  be  persuaded  to  mow 
the  weeds  if  they  get  a  start,  but  not  if  he 
must  pick  his  way  around  various  obstacles. 

Stray  cats  also  lurk  in  weeds  and  scamper 
out  to  capture  the  young  chickens  secure  in  a 
hiding  place.  It  is  very  easy  to  believe  that 
the  cat  is  a  near  relative  of  the  tiger  that 
haunts  the  jungle  when  we  see  her  creeping 
out  of  the  tall  weeds  to  pounce  upon  the  inno. 
cent  victim.  Even  pet  cats  well  fed  and  sleek 
are  not  above  this  dangerous  pastime,  and  the 
yard  should  alibrd  no  chance  for  the  enemy  to 
hide.  There  are  people  who  argue  that  it  is 
easier  to  let  the  chickens  "shift  for  themselves" 
anywhere  than  to  go  to  a  lot  of  bother  over 
them,  and  so  it  is  if  one  doesn't  care  how 
many  chickens  are  on  hand  in  the  fall.  Usually 
the  woman  who  believes  in  raising  chickens  in 
the  weeds  is  the  wife  of  the  man  w  ho  sets  the 
dog  on  the  flock  when  he  wants  to  catch  a  hen 
for  dinner,  and  their  whole  farm  speaks  of 
shiftlessness  and  neglect. 

Some  people  argue  that  there  must  be  weeds 
in  the  chicken  yard  to  furnish  shade  for  the 
fowls,  and  this  is  as  absurd  as  the  keeping  of 
two  or  three  lively  pigs  along  with  the  poultry 
on  the  ground  that  they  root  up  the  soil.  A 
few  plum  trees  planted  in  th&  yard  will  fur- 
nish an  abundance  of  shade,  and  the  chickens 
are  very  useful  in  destroying  the  insects  that 
prey  on  the  fruit.  Pigs  will  keep  down  the 
weeds  very  nicely,  but  they  are  a  nuisance 
about  tearing  up  coops  and  eating  the  food 
that  belongs  to  the  chicks.  Even  with  a  slat 
feeding  pen  they  have  no  business  with  the 
fowls,  for  it  is  in  this  way  that  they  acquire  a 
taste  for  young  chicken.  Farmers  will  tell 
you  that  it  is  impossible  to  break  up  the  habit 
of  chicken  eating  in  pigs,  and  many  a  good 
brood  sow  has  had  to  be  sacrificed  because  of 
a  habit  a  little  forethought  would  have  pre- 
vented. It  talies  hard  work  to  keep  down  the 
weeds,  but  it  tfakes  hard  work  to  succeed  in 
anvthing.  Hilda  Kichmoxd. 


Xools  for 
The  Farm 

Keen  Kutter  quality  tells  in  the  actual  use  of  the  tool. 
Keen  Kutter  Tools  are  not  retired  by  an  occasional  snag 
or  "  tough  proposition."    They  are  made  to  stand  hard 
work  and  lots  of  it.   They  hold  their  edges,  do  not 
break  easily,  and  last  long  after  poor  tools  have  gone 
to  the  scrap  heap.  The 

mN  mm 

brand  covers  a  complete  line  of  tools.    In  buying  any  kind  of 
tool  just  see  that  the  name  Keen  Kutter  is  on  it  and  you  have 
assurance  of  full  satisfaction.    Keen  Kutter  Tools  have  been 
Standard  of  America  for  36  years,  were  awarded  the  Grand 
Prize  at  the  St.  Louis  Fair,  and  are  the  best  that  brains, 
money,  and  skill  can  produce. 

Some  of  the  kinds  of  Keen  Kutter  Tools  are :  Axes,  Adzes, 
Hammers,  Hatchets,  Chisels,  Screw  Drivers,  Auger  Bits,  Files, 
Planes,  Draw  Knives,  Saws,  Tool  Cabinets,  Scythes,  Hay 
Knives,  Grass  Hooks,  Brush  Hooks,  Corn  Knives,  Eye  Hoes, 
Trowels,  Pruning  Shears,  Tinners'  Snips,  Scissors,  Shears, 
Hair  Clippers,   Horse  Shears,  Razors, 
etc.,  and  Knives  of  all  kinds. 

Every  Keen  Kutter  Tool  is  sold  under  this 
Mark  and  Motto; 

"  The  'Recolleclion  of  Quality  'Remains 
Long  After  the  Price  is  Forgotten. " 

Trade  Mark  KegiaUreJ. 

SimniONS  HARDWARE  COMPANY, 
8t.  LouU,  U.S.  A.,  298  Broadway,  New  York. 


Send  for 
Tool  Booklet. 


Analysis   of   Commercial  Feed- 
ing Stuffs. 

Bulletin  of  the  Maine  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station. 

The  Maine  Experiment  Station  is  now  mail- 
ing Bulletin  No.  115,  containing  the  results  of 
the  analyses  of  the  samples  of  commercial 
feeding  stuffs  collected  by  the  station  inspec- 
tors, as  well  as  those  sent  in  by  station  cor- 
respondents during  the  fall  and  winter  of 
moi— "Oo. 

The  bulletin  also  contains  a  discussion  of  the 
dift'erent  grades  of  cottonseed  meal  found  on 
the  markets  of  this  state,  their  relative  feed- 
ing value,  and  some  of  the  methods  by  which 
the  purchaser  can  distinguish  between  good 
and  poor  meals. 

The  station  again  urges  the  users  of  this 
class  of  goods  to  draw  samples  and  send  them 
to  the  station  for  prompt  and  free  analysis,  as 
only  in  this  way  can  feeders  get  the  fullest 
benefit  of  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

Bulletin  No.  115  will  be  sent  free  to  all 
residents  of  Maine  who  apply  to  the  Agricul- 
tural Experiment  Station,  Orono,  Me.  In 
writing,  please  mention  this  paper. 


Free  Sample  of  Amatite  Roof- 
ing. 

This  new  roofing  can  be  used  with  the  very 
best  results  ou  poultry  houses  and  farm 
dwellings  of  every  kind.  It  consists  of  two 
layers  of  pitch  between  sheets  of  tough  felt, 
with  a  mineral  surface  on  top,  which  makes  it 
absolutely  weather  proof.  It  is  cheap,  dur- 
able, and  sightly,  and  after  once  having  put 
down, requires  absolutely  no  coating  or  atten- 
tion of  any  kind  for  years. 

Anyone  can  put  it  down  by  simply  follow- 
ing the  directions  which  come  with  every  roll. 
The  manufacturers  supply  cement  and  nails 
free. 

To  every  reader  of  FARM-rouLTRY,  who 
will  write  to  the  National  Coal  Tar  Company, 
29"  Franklin  St.,  Boston,  Mass.,  a  booklet 
containing  Interesting  Information,  and  a 
s;imple  will  be  forwarded  free  of  charge. 


'•  H.4TCH   ME   IX  JINK, 
I'LL  LAY  IN  XOVEMER.  ' 


SINGLE  COMB  WHITE  LEGHORNS 

B  K  ED— TO— L.\T. 

Our  Book,  "Eggs,  Broilers  and  Money,"  for  tlic  Asking. 

LAKEWOOn   F.MOr   COMPANY,  (Inc.) 

r.  (t.  Hnrrsville,  New  Jersey, 


Of  every  (Icscription.  Prairie  Stale.  Empire  St;itf  ami  Star  Iiiouli;ttors  and 
Brooders,  Drinking  Foiiulains.  Wire  Neuliiir,  Sprav  Pumps,  \Vliitewaslilntr 
Macllines,  Powder  and  Liquid  l.ice  Killers,  Roup  and  Cholera  Cures,  Condition 
Powders.  Esg  Foods,  Ovsier  Sliells.  Beef  Scraps.  Di  g  Cakes  and  Medicines,  and 
everviliing  liecessarv  for  Breeding  Poultrv  and  Pet  Slock. 

Our  immense  Illustrated  Catalogue  gives  a  complete  list.  It  Is  free.  Send  for  one. 


EXCELSIOR  WIRE 
W.  V.  KUSS,  Prop. 


&  POULTRY    SUPPLY  CO.,     Dept.  I, 

2(1  .and     Vesey  St..  New  York  City. 


Rare  Opportunity  to  Buy  Fine 
Stock. 

In  the  sale  which  the  Millville  Poultry  Farm 
Co.,  of  Millville,  N.  J.,  advertises  In  this 
Issue,  our  readers  have  such  an  opportunity 
to  buy  choice  breeding  and  exhibition  stock 
at  prices  away  below  their  value,  as  only 
comes  once  in  a  long,  long  time.  The  show 
and  breeding  stock  is  to  be  sold  without 
reservation,  as  the  plant  In  future  is  to  be  run 
as  a  strictly  market  plant.  Mr.  M.  F.  Delano, 
who  for  five  years  has  been  president  and 
manager  of  the  company,  severs  his  connec- 
tion in  July,  but  will  return  for  a  month  in 
the  fall  to  conduct  a  fall  sale  of  the  best  of  the 
young  stock.  These  two  sales,  the  June  sale 
of  the  adult  stock,  and  the  fall  sale  of  young 
stock,  are  sure  to  attract  buyers,  for  the  qual- 
ity of  Millville  stock  is  well  known  through- 
out the  country. 

Advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARn-POULTKY,"  will  benefit  you— please  them— and  help  us. 


Areyourfowlssick?  Are  you  loslngthem  by  dozens? 

The  chances  are  'tis  Roup.  Tue  scourge  of  the  pouiirv  vard. 

CONKEY'S  ROUP  CURE 

placed  in  the  drinkiii?  water  kills  the  frerms  aud  is  gtiaranteed  to  cure. 
We  refund  your  money  if  it  fails.  Your  drussiist  or  poultrv  supply 
^ealer  has  it— it  not,  post-paid  by  us  in  SO  cent  and  $l.iX)  packages. 
Our  boot  on  foultry  diseases  FREE. 
Agents  wanted.  C.  E.  CONKCY  &  CO„  Box  .'iO    Cleveland.  O. 
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BOSTON. 

[From  Boston  Proiiuce  Markel  Report,  June  5,  1905], 

Eggs. 

Receipts  today,  9,190  cases;  same  time  last  year, 
6,111  cases;  receipts  C  days,  40.165  cases;  same  time 
last  year,  ;53,:iCC  cases.  Receipts  were  liberal  today, 
demand  is  liglit,  aiid  llu  luarkel  has  a  (renerally  dull, 
weak  tone.  .S'lmc  faucy  marks  of  MicliiK^ci  and 
nortliwesterii  are  sliil  In  iuging  lijc  but  for  tlie  aver- 
age best  western,  KUfalTc.  is  a  lull  quotation,  and 
some  ordinary  marks  liave  to  clean  up  at  ICc.  and 
under.  Dirties  dull  at  13<S)14c.  Fancy  liennery  firm 
at  21c. 

Quotations  at  Mark. 

Fancy  hennery   21.  ,@ 

Me.,  Vt.,  and  N.  H.  extras   19.. @ 

York  slate  extras   18.  .@ 

Me.,  Vt.,  and  N.H.,  fair  to  good   17..@18 

Mich.,  and  fancy  northwestern  l'i.@ 

lud..  Ills.,  and  N.  Ohio,  best  marks   17.  .@ 

Other  choice  western   16J.@17 

Kentucky  choice  fresh   @16i 

Tennessee  and  other  southern   15..@16 

Western,  fair  to  good   @16 

Western  dirties   13..@14 

Storagre  packed — 
Western  firsts    @17i 

Dressed  Poultry. 

Receipts  today,  a44  pkgs;  same  time  last  year,  311 
pkgs ;  receipts  (i  days,  2,260  pkgs ;  same  time  last  year, 
7,245  pkgs.  The  market  is  well  supplied  witli  western 
iced  fowls  today,  and  hest  marks  are  cleaning  up 
slowly  at  14c.  Old  cocks  remain  quiet  at  lOic.  Fresh 
turkeys  in  light  supply,  and  selling  in  small  lots 
at  lS@19c.  Eastern  fowls  steady.  Green  ducks  in 
fair  supply  and  moderate  demand.  Broilers  sell  well 
when  strictly  choice  and  full  weight. 

Frozen  poultry  uuclianged.     Fowls   sell  fairly. 
Other  kinds  in  limited  demand. 
Fresh  Killed  Northern  and  Eagtern— 

Fowls,  choice   16.  .@ 

Fowls,  common  to  good   13.  .@15 

Green  ducks,  ^  lb   17..@1S 

Nearby  Broilers- 
Choice  3  to  3J  lbs.  to  pair,  ^  lb  30..@35 

Squab  broilers,  1  lb.  each  ^  pair  76..@S0 

Pigeons,  choice,  Ifl  doz  $175..r^Sl  90 

Pigeons,  common  to  good  1  00.  .@  1  50 

Squabs,^  doz   2  00.  .@  2  60 

Ice  Packed- 
Turkeys,  common  to  good  ^  lb  17.  .@19 

Fowls,  choice  western  ^  lb  14.  .@ 

Fowls, choice  southwestern   13i.@ 

Fowls,  common  to  good  12.  .@13 

Old  cocks,  ^  lb  10J.@ 

Piegons,  choice  stal  1  fed  ^  doz  $1  75.  .@S1 90 

Pigeons,  shot     doz  125..@  150 

Pigeons,  common,  ^  doz  1  00.  .@  1  25 

Live  Poultry. 

Eastern  fowls  continue  in  light  sui>ply,  and  choice 
lots  steady  at  14c.  Small  lots  of  spring  chickens,  if 
choice.  2  lbs.  and  over,  bi-ing  30c. 

Fowls,      lb   14.  .@ 

Boosters,  1*  lb   8..@ 

Spring  chickens,  2  lbs.  and  over,  ^  lb  25.  .@30 


NEW  YORK. 

fFrom  The  Producers*  Price  Current,  June  6,  1905], 

Eggs. 

Receipts  today,  24,.'V44  cases:  last  six  days,  111,136; 
previous  six  days,  106,038.  Arrivals  continue  heavy 
and  largely  in  excess  of  consumptive  demand,  except 
of  the  highest  grades  of  northern  selected  stock. 
For  the  great  bulk  of  the  supply  the  market  is  witli- 
out  any  sign  of  improvement,  and  the  gradual  filling 
up  of  storage  room  iu  dilferent  sections  indicates  a 
continuance  of  liberal  receipts  in  the  large  distribut- 
ing markets.  There  is  still  considerable  storage  room 
available  in  this  vicinity,  although  some  of  the  houses 
are  practically  full,  and  the  total  stock  is  the  largest 
ever  known.  Further  accumulations  on  dock  and  iu 
receivers'  stores  are  now  avoided  only  by  a  continued 
movement  to  storage, and  it  is  a  question  how  much 
longer  surplus  can  be  cared  for.  No  change  is  made 
In  the  official  quotations,  and  the  bulk  of  sales  are 
still  at  a  range  of  1.3@16c.,  but  tliere  is  now  a  lessening 
supply  of  very  fancy  goods,  and  while  very  few  of  the 
arrivals  bring  17c.  or  better,  the  tone  on  the  fanciest 
northern  selections  is  a  shade  fiiiuer.  On  'Change  100 
cases  northern  Mo.  2ds  sold  at  16c.,  and  50  cases  west- 
ern firsts  at  18c. 

N.  Y.  Mercantile  Exchange  Official  Quotations. 

Fresh  gatliered  extras,  ^  doz  @181 

Nearby  fresh  gathered  firsts  @17J 

Western  storage  packed  firsts  @17i 

Western  fresh  gathered  firsts  @17 

Western  fresh  gathered  seconds  I5..@16 

Western  fresh  gathered  thirds  14..@14J 

Kentucky  fresb  gathered  seconds  15.  .@15i 

Tenn.  and  other  southern  seconds  14..@15 

Tenn.  and  other  southern  thirds  12.  .@13 

Southern  inferior   S..@10 

Western  dirties  No.l  14.  .@14} 

Western  dirties  No.  2  12i.@I3 

Checked  eggs  11 .  .@13 

Dressed  Poultry. 

Receipts  today,  1,698  pkgs. ;  last  si.\  days,  7,.644 ;  pre- 
vious six  days,  6.18;3 ;  correspontlingsix  days  last  year, 
6,163.  The  course  of  the  market  for  fresh  killed  fowls 
proved  disappointing  yesterday  afternoon.  Early  in 
the  day  there  was  a  fair  demand,  and  the  market  cer- 
tainly appeared  to  be  in  steady  shape,  but  trading 
fioon  shut  otF;  considerably  more  stock  was  delivered 


later  in  the  day,  and  more  stock  had  to  be  carried 
over  than  on  any  Monday  for  a  long  time  past. 
Weather  is  close  and  unfavorable,  and  with  increasing 
pressure  to  sell  the  market  is  weaker,  and  concessions 
of  ic.  are  not  attracting  mucli  attention.  Old  roost- 
ers dull  and  weak.  Broilers  continue  scarce  and  firm. 
Fresh  turkeys  slow.  Long  Island  spring  ducks 
easier.  Squabs  unchanged.  Frozen  poultry  quiet 
today,  but  desirable  grades  steadily  held. 
Fresh  Killed  —  Iced 

Turkeys,  western,  average  best  17.  .@ 

Turkeys,  western,  mixed,  fair  to  good  15.  .@16 

Turkeys,  western,  poor     lb  13..@14 

Phila.,  broilers  3  to  4  lbs.  to  pair,  ^  lb  40..@45 

Western  broilers,  dry  picked  J»  lb  30.  .@35 

Western  broilers,  scalded,     lb  28..@30 

Chickens,  Phila.,  mixed  sizes,     lb  17..@20 

Chickens,  state  and  Pa.,  mixed  sizes.^*  lb.  ...15..@17 
Fowls,  western,  dry  picked,  medium  size  .  .@13} 

Fowls,  western,  scalded  medium  size  @l3i 

Fowls,  western,  heavy  weights  13. .@13} 

Fowls,  southern  and  southwestern,  medium 

size   @13i 

Fowls,  poor  to  fair, lb  10..@12i 

Old  cocks,     lb   9i.@10 

Ducks,  spring,  L.  I.  and  eastern,  ^  lb  @18 

Ducks,  spring.  Pa.  andVa.,  ^Ib  IG.  .@18 

Squabs,  white,  prime,  large  ^  doz  S2  60@$2  75 

Squabs,  mixed,      doz  2  12@  2  25 

Squabs,  dark,  "iS  doz  1  50@  1  62 

Live  Poultry. 

Receipts  today  included  6  cars  o£  western,  2  cars  of 
southwestern,  and  4  cars  of  southern  by  freight,  and 
fully  1  car  by  express,  mostly  southern  chickens. 
Fowls  continue  in  good  demand,  and  prices  firmly 
held.  Well  grown  spring  chickens  would  sell  readily 
if  here,  but  scarcely  any  western  or  nearby,  but  a  lib- 
eral quantiiy  of  small  southern  which  are  very  dull 
and  irregular..  Old  roosters  about  steady.  Ducks 
and  geese  in  moderate  supply. 

Spring  chickens,  western,  ^  lb  24.  .@ 

Spring  chickens,  southern,  small,  ^  lb.    ..@  20 

Fowls,  western,  ^  lb  @  15 

Roosters,  western,  old,  ^  lb  @  10 

Turkeys,  old,  ^  lb  @  12 

Ducks,  western,  average,^  pair  70.  .@  80 

Ducks,  southern,  average,  ^  pair  60  .@  65 

Geese,  western,  average,  Impair  SI  O0..(gi$l  26 

Geese,  southern,  average,  ^  pair  @  1  00 

Pigeons,  ^pair  @  25 

PHILADELPHIA. 

[From  official  market  report  of  tlie  Philadelphia 
Produce  Exchange,  June  6, 1906]. 

Eggs.— Receipts  today,  9,289  crates.  There  is  a 
good  outlet  for  strictly  fine  stock,  and  receipts  of  this 
description  are  promptly  cleaned  up  at  outside  rates. 
The  market  is  liberally  supplied  with  culls,  and  with 
medium  and  poor  qualities  of  eggs,  which  sell  slowly 
at  irregular  figures. 

Pa.  and  nearby,  firsts,  at  mark   @17i 

Western,  extra,  at  mark   @181 

Western,  firsts,  at  mark   @17J 

Southwestern,  firsts,  at  mark   @16i 

Southern,  firsts,  at  mark   @16 

Dressed  Poultry.—  Receipts  of  fowls  continue 
moderate,  and  there  is  a  fair  demand  for  desirable 
stock,  prices  of  which  rule  steady.  Broilers  are  also 
in  fair  demand,  and  receipts  of  good  sized  stock  are 
kept  well  cleaned  up  at  steady  prices.  Frozen  poul- 
try is  quiet  and  unchanged. 
Fresh  Killed  Poultry. 

Fowls,  choice   @14i 

Fowls,  fair  to  good  13i.@14 

Old  roosters  10..@11 

Broiling  chickens,  nearby,  weighing  li  to  2 

lbs.  apiece  35..@40 

Broiling  chickens,  nearby,  smaller  sizes — 28..@33 
Broiling  chickens,  western,  as  to  size  and 

quality  25.  .@33 

Squabs,  wliite,  f(  dozen  S2  00@S2  26 

Squabs,  dark,  ^  dozen   1  2.6@  1  50 

live  Poultry.—  Supplies  of  fowls  are  moderate, 
and  there  is  a  fair  demand  for  desirable  stock  at 
steady  prices.  Chickens  are  more  plentiful  and  lower. 
Most  of  the  receipts  are  of  undersized  stock,  which  is 
dull.  Fine  chickens  weighing  IJtglJ  lbs.  apiece  sell 
fairly  at  revised  quotations. 

Fowls,  hens,  small  @15i 

Fowls,  hens,  large  14i.@15 

Old  roosters  10..@1CJ 

Spring  chickens,  weighing  14@1!  lbs.  apiece 25.. @28 
Spring  chickens,  weighing  1@.U  lbs.  apiece 22.. @24 

Spring  chickens,  very  small  and  Inferior  18.  .@20 

Ducks  12..@13 

Pigeons,  old,  ^  pair  30.  .@35 

Pigeons,  young,    pair  25.  .@30 

A  Fire  Insurance  Policy  Tacked    Down  On 
Your  Roof. 

That's  a  funny  place  to  keep  one.  but  the  kind  of 
policy  we  mean,  namely.  Rex  Flintkote  Roofing, 
belongs  there  and  should  b^  there  if  you  value  your 
home,  as,  of  course,  you  do.  We  know  that  this 
roofing  is  absolutely  Jire-resisting;  the  largest  and 
most  expensive  buildings  at  the  World's  Fair  were 
all  roofed  with  it.  J.  A.  &  W.  Bird  &  Co.,  53  India 
Street,  Boston,  Mass.,  are  the-  underwriters;  they 
make  Rex  Flintkote,  and  to  all  who  will  send  their 
name  and  address  they  will  send  a  handsome  free 
roofing  booklet  giving  all  the  particulars  of  this  most 
practical  policy. 

Galled  horses — best,  cheapest 
Pratts  Vet.  Healing  Ointment. 

Made  by  Pratt  Food  Co.,  Phila.    Over  30  years  old. 


Any  handy  man  can 
apply  Kuberoid  Roof- 
ing. We  supply,  free, 
all  neces>ary  nails,  tin 
caps,  and  Ruberlne 
cement  for  Ibe  laps. 
Can  be  laid  on  a  flat  or 
a  pitched  roof.  Con- 
tains no  tar  or  rubber. 
Will  not  melt,  rot  or 
oxidize. 

If  you  veant  a  ready- 
to-lay  roofing  for  your 
barns  or  \oiir  resi- 
dence, which  can  be  de- 
pended upon  to  last 
Indefinitely  with  ordi- 
nary attention,  u.se 
Ruberoid.  It  has  been 
giving  the  most  satis- 
factory service  for 
fourteen  years.  Send 
for  samples  and  book- 
let D.  Send  also  for 
samples  of 

RUBEROID 
RED 

ROOFING. 

A  permanent  roofing 
with  a  permanent 
color. 


RUBEROIlr 


^Is    the    name    of    the  oldest 
'weather  proof   and  elastic  ready-'' 
to-lay  roofing  on  the  market.      It  Is 
today  as  it  has  been  for  fourteen  years, 
the  only  prepared  roofing   which  out- 
lasts metal  or  shingles. 
Be  careful,  however,  to  get  the  genuine. 
You    cannot   make  any  mistake  if  you 
look    for    the  registered    trade  mark, 
"  RUBEROID,"  which  we  stamp  on 
^the  underside  of  each  length,  every  ^ 
ifourfeet.   Avoid  materials  with ^ 
similar  appearance  and  slmi-^ 
larly  sounding  names. 


The  combination  of  ingredients  used  in  Rul>- 
eroid  Roofing  Is  owned  and  patented  solely 
by  us. 

The  Standard  Paint  Company, 

Sole  Manufacturers, 
100  William  St.,  New  York. 

Sold  in  Boston  by 

  JOSEPH  BUECK  &  SONS,  Corp. 

TRADE  MARK  REGISTERED  ^"-'h  Market  st. 


RUBEROID 


Reminding  the  Hen. 

'It's  well  I  ran  iolo  the  maiden," 
Said  Eddie,  his  face  all  aglow, 
'For  wliatdo  you  lliiok,  iiiamnna, happened ? 
You  never  will  guess  it,  I  know. 
The  little  brown  hen  was  there  clucking; 
*Cut-cutI '  she'd  say,  quick  as  a  wink, 
Th<,'n  'Cut-cut!  '  again,  only  slower. 
And  then  she  would  stop  short  and  think. 
'  And  then  she  would  say  It  all  over — 
She  did  look  so  mad  and  so  vexed. 
For,  mamma,  do  you  know,  she'd  forgotten 

The  word  that  she  ought  to  cluck  next. 
So  I  said, '  <Ja-daw-cut,  ca-daw-cut! ' 

As  loud  and  as  strong  as  I  could; 
And  she  looked  round  at  me  very  thankful. 

I  tell  you,  it  made  her  feel  good. 
'Then  she  flapped  and  said,  '  Cut-cut-ca-daw-cutI  ' 
She  remembered  just  how  it  went  then. 
But  it's  well  I  ran  into  the  garden- 
She  might  never  have  clucked  right  again.'' 

—Exchange. 


Valuable  Information  to  Advertisers. 

The  leading  American  advertising  agency.  Lord  & 
Thomas,  of  Chicago.  New  York,  and  St.  Louis,  has 
issued  the  1905  edition  of  their  "Pocket  Directory  of 
the  American  Press."  This  book  is  compact  and 
convenient  in  size  and  arrangement,  but  none  the 
less  complete,  comprehensive,  and  coi-rect.  It  con- 
sists of  800  pages,  handsomely  printed  and  bound  in 
morocco  leather,  with  gold  edges  and  gold  stamping. 
It  contains  a  vast  amount  of  valuable  advertising 
Information,  together  with  the  circulation  claimed 
and  full  data  on  all  newspapers,  magazines,  and 
periodicals  published  in  the  United  States,  all  Ameri- 
can possessions,  and  Canada,  with  the  latest  Federal 
Census,  also  special  lists  of  mediums  by  classes,  such 
as  agricultural,  religious,  weekly,  foreign,  and  co-op- 
erative papers.  An  entirely  new  and  very  useful 
feature  is  a  complete  directory  of  outdoor  display. 
Everyone  interested  iu  advertising  should  have  a 
copy  of  this  book  because  it  is  a  convenient  source 
of  valuable  information,  and  clearly  points  the  way 
to  Judicious  advertising,  the  aim  of  every  man  who 
Is  in  business  to  make  money. 


t 


Thinks  It  Was 
A  Big  Dollar's  Worth. 

Editor  Farm-Poultry  : —  I  want  to  say  that  the  subscriber  who  neglects  to  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  purchase  volumes  i,  5,  6,  and  7  of  F.-P.  is  making  a 
big  mistake. 

I  began  by  buying  the  magazine  from  a  news  stand  in  Philadelphia  two  years  ago. 
When  I  saw  the  offer  of  four  volumes  for  one  dollar  I  sent  at  once  for  them.  All 
winter  I  did  nothing  at  home  nights  and  on  my  journeys  to  and  from  work  on  the 
trolley  cars  but  read  the  numbers  in  succession.  When  I  came  across  anything 
which  interested  me  I  marked  it  with  a  blue  pencil.  When  I  had  read  the  whole 
lot  through  —  which  took  me  six  months  —  1  started  clipping  out  the  marked 
articles.  I  left  nothing  much  but  the  covers  and  a  few  strips  of  paper.  Then  I 
sorted  the  articles.  Next  I  bought  packages  of  manila  envelopes  4^  x  10,  and  wrote 
on  the  backs  such  titles  as  "  Incubation,"  "Moisture,"  "Temperature,"  "Scratch- 
ing Sheds,"  "  Burglar  Alarms,"  '  Brooders,"  etc.  By  having  each  class  indexed 
and  in  envelopes  I  have  no  trouble  in  finding  anything  in  a  hurry.  Indeed,  I  have 
given  several  friends  the  benefit  of  this  knowledge  in  the  treatment  of  sick  fowls, 
and  in  other  ways.  I  have  built  chicken  coops  and  small  runs  for  little  chicks  from 
plans  cut  out  of  these  papers.  Indeed,  I  have  a  whole  library  of  poultry  literature 
for  just  $1  —  the  biggest  dollar's  worth  any  man  could  ever  get. 

Rutledge,  Pa.  M.  E.  Eeeve. 

We  have  sold  a  ereat  manv,  but  still  have  a  few  Complete  Sets  of  volumes  4,  5,  6,  and  7 
FARM-PODLTKT,  (76  numbers  in  all),  wlilcb,  to  close  out  quickly,  we  offer  the  whole  four 
volumes  for 

ONLY  $1.00 

This  is  giving  you  somewlial  more  than  two  dollars  for  one.  These  volumes  —  a  poultry  library 
in  themselves  —  contain  more  matter  of  real  practical  value  than  can  possibly  be  obtained  in  any 
other  way.  While  they  last  old  or  new  readers  can  have  the  four  volumes  for  only  $1.  This  is 
a  rare  opportunity.  Order  immediately  as  the  supply  is  decidedly  limited.  Send  express 
mouey  order,  P.  O.  money  order,  stamps  or  cash  to 


FARM-POULTRY  PUBLISHING  CO., 


Boston,  MaBS. 


To  say,  when  wr\t\u%  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRV,"  will  benefit  you  —  please  them  —  and  help  us. 


IQOi 


SIS 


Carbolic  Acid  and  Diarrhea. 


EDITOR  Kakm-Poh.tky  :— As  vou  ex- 
presseil  a  very  slroni;  iloubt  of  the 
benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  use  of 
carbolic  ai-ld  as  a  preventive  of  bowel 
trouble,  I  wish  to  make  clear  my  reason  for 
thinking  so. 

After  the  chick  has  assimilated  all  of  the 
yolk  which  it  can,  the  balance  and  the  sack 
should  disappear  in  a  natural  way.  Failing 
to  do  this,  fermentation  or  putrefaction,  or 
iMjth.  soon  t)egin,  followed  by  diarrhea  and 
death. 

Carbolic  acid  is  very  destructive  to  the  lower 
forms  of  life — bacteria,  fungi,  etc.  These 
minute  organisms  cease  to  exist  when  very 
■  lilute  solutions  of  this  agent  are  brought  into 
ontact  with  them.  As  all  fermentations  are 
>  irrelative  of  the  growth  and  multiplication  of 
these  minute  bodies,  carbolic  acid,  by  destroy- 
ing their  activity,  arrests  zymosis  fermenta- 
tion. The  value  of  using  carbolic  acid  for 
little  chicks  is  in  its  absolute  power  to  prevent 
fermentation,  consequently  it  must  be  given 
early  to  be  effective.  Since  first  suggesting 
this  preventive  to  this  paper,  I  have  used  it 
successfully  on  the  chicks  hatched  from  three 
different  machines. 

XEW  EXGLAifD  TOILTKY  F.VKM. 


Without  denying  that  carbolic  acid  would 
destroy  bacteria,  etc.,  I  must  still  doubt  the 
advisability  of  using  it,  and  unless  the  New 
England  Poultry  Farm  is  sure  by  comparative 
test  thst  It  was  the  use  of  carbolic  acid  that 
saved  the  chicks  this  year,  I  must  regard  its 
efficacy  as  not  proved.  The  only  way  they 
could  be  sure  of  this  would  be  by  giving  the 
dDute  cart)olie  acid  to  some  of  each  brooil,  and 
withholding  it  from  others.  If  no  diarrhea 
develops  in  either  lot  no  lest  of  the  remedy 
has  been  made.  If  diarrhea  develops  in  a  lot 
not  given  carbolic  acid  and  none  in  a  lot  given 
carbolic  acid  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  in  this 
case  the  carbolic  acid  was  a  preventive.  If 
now  carbolic  acid  is  given  to  a  part  of  the 
chicks  that  have  diarrhea  and  cures  or  helps 
them  while  the  others  do  not  mend,  it  is  fair 
to  presume  that  in  this  case  it  was  an  effective 
remedy.  Then  the  more  cases  we  can  find 
tn  which  it  is  effective  as  a  preventive  or 


remedy  the  better  established  does  its  value  as 
a  treatment  for  diarrhea  become. 

But  after  that  we  have  to  consider  possible 
other  efl'ects  of  this  remedy  or  preventive  of 
bowel  tremble  on  the  chicks.  I  don't  know 
that  it  would  have  any  after  effects  or  other 
effects,  good  or  bad.  Neither  do  I  know  that 
it  would  not.  But  I  think  I  do  know  that 
chicks  that  require  ti>atment  of  this  kind 
were  not  right  to  start  with  ;  on  general  prin- 
ciples I  have  no  use  for  a  chick  that  is  not 
right  when  hatched,  and  doubt  very  much 
whether  there  is  any  real  gain  in  saving  such 
chicks. 

For  such  reasons  I  feel  it  my  duty  as  editor 
of  a  p:iper  to  which  many  go  for  instruction 
or  information  in  matters  of  this  kind,  to 
e.xpress  doubts  as  to  any  new  or  novel  treat- 
ment being  unqualifiedly  good.  Cures  are 
sometimes  worse  than  the  disease  for  which 
they  are  given.  When  I  had  whooping  cough 
some  years  ago  I  was  given  a  something  to 
stop  the  cough  that  was  effective  for  the  time, 
but  the  general  effects  on  my  system  were  such 
that  I  preferred  to  "whoop." 

In  "Douglas  Mixture,"  a  preparation  of 
sulphate  of  iron  and  sulphuric  acid  in  water, 
we  have  a  "tonic"  used  by  many  poultrymen, 
but  from  my  own  observation  of  It,  and  from 
reports  of  cases  where  I  thought  there  was  the 
best  of  reason  to  believe  it  responsible  for  the 
bad  condition  of  fowls  to  which  it  was  given 
regularly,  I  would  not  use  it  at  all,  because 
while  it  may  have  some  temporary  good  effects 
its  general  effect  seems  to  be  bad. 

My  private  philosophy  of  the  treatment  of 
sick  fowls  is  of  the  Spartan  type — or  shall  we 
call  it  savage?  I  jlon't  believe  in  nursing 
chicks  along  to  make  the  weaklings  live.  The 
quicker  they  are  out  of  the  way  the  better. 
They  cumber  too  many  poultry  yards.  And 
while  I  am  not  so  extreme  in  such  matters 
that  I  don't  believe  In  "doctoring"  at  all,  I 
think  that  medical  treatment  should  be  given 
very  rarely,  and  the  fowl  that  will  not  thrive 
on  good  food,  "sunlight,  water  and  air"  is  not 
a  profitable  fowl  to  keep. 

Give  nature  a  chance  and  something  to  work 
on  and  with  ;  the  more  one  doctors  his  fowls 
the  more  he  has  to  doctor  them. 


Thinks     Incubator  Hanagement 
Responsible  for  Diarrhea. 


EDITOR  Farm-Pol ltuy:  — Your  last 
issue  of  Farm-Poultry  came  to  hand 
yesterday.  I  notice  on  page  269  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Gifford,  and  also  a  letter  on 
page  271,  dealing  with  practically  the  same 
trouble.  You  will  probably  remember  that  I 
wrote  you  last  summer  about  this  trouble  with 
young  chicks,  and  I  must  say  that  I  cannot 
report  any  great  gain  from  experience  that 
would  indicate  what  is  the  cause.  However, 
I  have  settled  in  my  own  mind  that  it  is  a  case 
of  management  of  the  incubator  entirely.  The 
stoi-k,  under  certain  circumstances,  may  have 
something  to  do  with  it,  but  I  think  that  in 
nine  cases  out  of  ten,  and  perhaps  ninety-nine 
cases  out  of  one  hundred,  if  the  same  eggs 
were  set  umler  hens  this  trouble  would  not 
appear.  There  is  something  wrong  in  our 
method  of  managing  or  operating  incubators. 
We  find  that  in  most  cases  chickens  hatched 
in  the  winter  are  free  from  the  trouble,  but  in 
March,  April,  and  May  the  trouble  appears. 
This  season  appears  to  be  a  particularly  bad 
one,  judging  from  the  correspondence  I  have, 
not  only  from  amateurs  but  from  profes- 
sionals, or  men  of  experience.  I  am  firmly 
convinced  that  the  feed  has  nothing  to  do  with 
It,  and  I  know  positively  that  where  you  have 
a  good  hatch  of  strong  chicks,  that  they  will 
stand  considerable  variation  in  brooder  tem- 
perature and  in  feeding,  and  not  be  affected. 
It  is  quite  possible  to  run  two  incubators  prac- 
tically the  same  for  two  successive  batches, 
and  from  the  one  batch  good  strong  chickens, 
and  from  the  other  birds  that  are  useless,  or. 


in  fact,  they  are  worse  than  useless,  because 
they  give  you  a  lot  of  worry  with  no  result. 

I  am  sending  you,  under  separate  cover,  an 
Incubator  card  which  we  use  in  connection 
with  the  experimental  union  or  co-operative 
experiments.  We  hope  by  the  use  of  these 
cards  to  collect  sufficient  data  to  warrant  us 
giving  some  suggestions  as  to  the  cause  of  this 
trouble.  Hence,  the  reason  we  ask  the  oper- 
ators to  state  the  number  of  chickens  living  at 
two  weeks  of  age.  Judging  from  past  experi- 
ence this  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  things  to 
get  operators  to  do.  If  they  have  good  suc- 
cess, they  are  perfectly  willing  to  put  it  down, 
but  if  not,  it  is  hard  to  find  the  card  corre- 
sponding^to  that  hatch. 

If  any  of  your  readers  would  like  to  join 
this  club  next  year,  we  have  no  objections  to 
sending  the  cards  anywhere  on  the  continent, 
providing  the  operators  will  return  cards  or 
duplicates  of  them,  to  us  after  the  batching 
season  is  over.  W.  R.  Graham, 

Manager  Poultry  Dep't,  Ontario  Agricultural 
College. 

Guelph,  Can.,  May  19,  190.^.. 


Charleston,  S.  C,  Show. 

The  Charleston  Poultry  Association,  a  char- 
tereil  organization  with  a  capital  stock  of 
82,000,  began  life  on  the  I.5th  day  of  April, 
1905.  The  following  officei  s  were  elected  : — 
Pres.,  J.  M.  CoMuelley;  1st  vice-pres..  Dr. 
Benj.  Mclnnes;  2d  vice-pres.,  J.  T.  Snelson ; 
ti  eas.,  W.  K.  McDowell ;  sec'y,T.  J.  McCarty  ; 
asst.  sec'y,  F.  M.  Petit. 

This  organization  is  the  result  of  the  suc- 
cessful show  held  in  Charleston,  S.  C,  during 
November  of  last  year.  The  aim  of  the  stock- 
holders is  to  make  it  the  banner  show  of  the 
south.  The  first  Wednesday  in  December  has 
been  selected  as  a  permanent  date  on  which  lo 
hold  annual  exhibitions. 

T.  J.  Mccarty,  Sec'v. 


DOUBLE 

YOUR  EGG  PRODUCTION 

By 

Using:  HARDING'S  Uncle  Sam 

GRANULATED 

ruie  Mll.K,  dried,  fU;ui  r 

MILK  FQOD  FOR 

iitl  \vIn>U-sc»iiie.    Ki'-p.s  in  auy  climate.    lieats  : 

POULTRY 

crap  or  animal  rut-al. 

M)  per  oeul.  TroleiQ  ;  ISptrct 
100Ib.baj;$3.00;  SO  lb.  bag  $1 

ut.  Altniuifii ;  15  per  cent  Fats, 

75;  25  11),  bag  $1.00;  I01b.ba?50c.  F.O.  11.  sliippiu^; 

point. 

GEORGE   L.  HARDl 

A^eills  \v:intf-(!  ever)  w)n-re. 

NC,        Box  555,  Binghamton, 

N.  Y.,   U.  S.  A. 

Rhode  Island  Reds 

WON   IN    ISOSTON,   1905,   1st  ON   COCKKREL ;  .SPECIAL  FOK  COLOR  IN  A  CLASS 
OF  40;    2(1  ON  HEN.  AND  4lli  ON  PEN. 

Eggs  $2.50  per  15;    Incubator  Eggs  $10  per  100 

HOUSE  ROCK  POULTRY  FARM, 

p.  O.  Am>KKSS  HOX  6,  WOLLASTON,  MASS.  Farm  at  E.  Weymouth. 


KEEP  BEE5-0ETt10NEY-MAKE  MONEY 


City  people,  villagers,  farmers— aod  especially  the  women  folks— tiud  bee-Keeplng 
I  profitable,  fasoioaliag,  healthful.     U  s  not  mm 
'd'ttioult  to  learn  to  handle  bees  easily  and  1^ 
'  cheaply.    We  tell  you  all  the  secrets  in  ^ 

Gleanings  in  Bee  Culture 

a  semi-monthly  paper,  overflowing  witheasy-to 
read  facts  about  honey  bees  and  their  habits. 
Yi>u  learn  how  to  use  these  Utile  workers  to  make 
money  for  you.   It  is  edited  by  experts  and  its 
,  contributed  articles  are  crammed  full  of  , 
practical  points.     Write  for  free  copy. 
Head   it  —  then  subscribe.     tJ   month's  • 
trial  2jc.    L>o  it  now.  , 
«.  I.  ROOT  COMPANY,         MEDINA  ,  OHIO  ~ 


CHANCE  OF  A  LIFE  TIME. 

Millvillc  Pc*ultry  Farm  C'oinpauy  will  discoiitinue  bleeding  poultry  for  >huw  purposes,  and  in  future  will 
devote  its  entire  capacity  to  producing  chickens  and  ducks  for  market. 

We  will  sel  I  you  any  prize  winner  or  breedin^r  bird  in  our  possession  for  50  percent  of  its  true  worth.  This 
sale  includes  all  our  winners  at  St.  Louis,  New  York,  Koston,  and  at  other  leading^  shows,  as  well  as  cream  of 
stock  bred  from  these  winners. 

THIS  SAI^K  POSITIVELY  CLOSES  JULY  10th.  Any  old  birds  remaining  unsold  at  that  time 
will  be  carried  over  until  October,  when  we  will  hold  a  sale  of  cream  of  our  1905  hatched  youngsters,  and  bal- 
ance of  ol<!  stock. 

Eggs  from  all  prize  niatin^-'s  half  price  during  June.   Broiler  eggs  $6.00  per  100;  S50.00  per  1000  during  June. 

POSITIVELY  NO  SHIPMENTS  MADE  BETWEEN  JULY  lOth  and  OCTOBER  lOtti, 

as  Mr.  Delano  closes  his  connection  wiih  our  farm  Julv  10th.  hut  will  return  October  10th  to  conduct  a  sale  for 
one  month  in  the  fall.   OKI>EKS  KOOKEl>  KOK  OCTOBEK  1>ELIVEKY  AT  ANT  TIM E. 

Prompt  buyers  will  procure  the  plums.  I'rices  quoted  on  single  birds,  pairs,  pens,  or  entire  flock  of  any  one 
vaiietv. 

We  offer  you  the  best  In  America  in  Barred,  ButTand  While  Plymouth  Rocks,  Buff  and  White  Wvandottes, 
and  Pekin  Ducks,  and  at  prices  you  will  pay. 

MILLVILLE  POULTRY  FARM  CO.. 

MAURICE  F.  DELANO.  Prest..  Box  P.  MillviUe,   N.  J. 


PROMPTLY 


Because  it  reaches  and  reduces 
the  inflammation  which  causes 
these  afflictions. 

25  CIS.,  three  times  as  mncti  50  Cls. 

AT  ALL  DRUaaiSTS. 

I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  Boston,  Mass. 


Send  15  cts. 


A  single  dose  relieves. 
Pratts    Heave  Cure. 

Made  by  Pratt  Food  Co.,  Phila.    Over  30  years  old 

To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you  —  please  them  —  and  help  us 


and  the  names  and  addre^et.  oT  ten  givni   farmers   {or  a  year's  subs:rivuon 

..r  inori-  i.as.s  weekly.    Establithed      FARRIER'S      CALL  ^'i'lLsT' 

I  .-mi.litf  hi  all  its  iltpiannifnis.  JOHN  IM.  ST.-VHL,  E.lltor  and  proprifior.  This  oircr  kihiJ 
for  ni-w  siibsiribtrs  only.    Stamps  lakeu.,  SinipU-  copy  mailed  free.  Ascnls  wanted.    Pay  liberal. 
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Publislners'  Announcements. 


SENI'JkMONTHLY. 

Published  the   1st  and   ISth  of    each  month. 


FARM  POULTRY  PUBLISHING  CO., 

BOSTON,  MASS. 

JOHN  H.  ROBINSON,  Editor. 
Price,  Fifty  Cents  per  Year,  in  Advance. 
Six  Months,  25  Cents.      Single  Copies  Five  Cents.      One  Sample  Free. 

TA  K  K  NOTICE  :  Acid  to  each  K.-P.  subscription. for  postafre,  for  rtelivery  in  Boston  or  sul)-stations  of 
tlie  Boston  Post  Ottice,  also  to  foreif^n  countries.  48  cents  extra  to  yt^arly .  and '24  cents  for  six  montlis.  Tltis 
rule  applies  whetlier  a  sui^scription  is  straiglit  or  in  combination  willi  olliei-  papers. 

Remit  by  P.  O.  or  Express  Money  Order,  cash  or  postage  stamps  in  registered  letter. 

DON'T  SEND  SMALL.  CHECKS 

On  Banks  other  than  Boston  or  New  York   unless  you  add  10  cents  to  the  amount  to 
cover  cost  of  exchange.   We  cannot  receive  thein  otherwise.  New  rule  of  Boston  Banks. 
Address  all  letters,  and  make  all  payments  payable  <o  FARM-POULTRY  PUBLI.SHING  CO., 

'_'32  Snmnter  St.,  Hoston,  Mass. 

GREKN  WRAPPEK.  When  you  receive  Faiim-Poultisy  in  a  Green  M^rapper  your  subscrip- 
tion  ends  witli  tliat  issue.    Tlierefore,  please  send  casli   ."iOc.  to  renew  —  for — 

We  Shall  Always  Stop  the  Paper  wjien  tlie  time  for  wliicli  it  is  paid  lias  expired;  so  that  to  avoid 
mlssi-ng  numbers  all  should  renew  promptly. 

Change  in  Address  —  AVlien  ordering  a  change  in  the  address,  subscribers  slioiild  be  sure  to  give  their 
former  as  well  as  their  present  address,  or  we  cannot  make  thecliange;  our  list  is  kept  by  towns  first. 

Canvassers  Wanted  in  every  town  to  solicit  subscriptions.  Terms  sent  on  application.  Liberal  commis- 
sion paid  in  cash.  Send  for  our  Terms  to  Agents. 

THE  .^iDVii:n.Tisi2srG;^  hate 

Is  30  Cents  per  Agate  Line  Kach  Issue. 
Fourteen  Lines  in  evei-y  Inch  of  single  column  space.    Seven  average  Words  make  one  line. 
LIliKKAL  DISCOUNTS  FR03I  ABOVE  RATE  according  to  space  used  within  a  staled  time. 
Send  for  Kate  Card. 

FORMS  CLOSE.— Ads.  must  be  received  by  the  8th  and  23d  of  tlie  mouth  to  insure  insertion  in 
the  issues  of  liie  15th  or  1st,  respectively. 

Copyright— 1905, 

Entered  at  the  Post-0_ffice  at  BoMoii^  Mass.,  as  second-class  matter. 


The  Sore  Head. 


EDITOR  Farm  -  Poultry  :— Oh  my  I 
Hail  you  hearil  that  deep  drawn  sigh 
as  I  wrote  that  terrible  word,  you 
would  have  realized  more  fully  how 
grievous  the  subject  i.s  of  which  I  write,  than 
you  doubtless  will  after  readiug  my  poor 
efforts  as  a  raconteur. 

The  subject  i.s  so  prolific  I  hardly  know 
where  to  commence,  but  if  with  this  humble 
start  you  could  induce  any  of  the  experimental 
stations  or  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at 
Washington  to  lend  its  aid  in  investigating 
this  disease  and  prescribing  a  cure,  you  will 
have  conferred  a  benefit  of  untold  value  on  the 
poultry  raisers  of  all  hot  countries. 

I  am  surprised  that  in  your  answer  to  Mr. 
Goddard  you  appear  to  be  ignorant  of  the 
matter, — it  is  no  new  disease.  When  I  raised 
turkeys  in  South  Carolina  over  fifty  years  ago, 
it  was  a  yearly  visitor,  making  its  appearance 
In  the  latter  part  of  June,  and  continuing 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  summer,  as  long 
as  It  could  have  new  subjects  to  feed  on.  I  do 
not  recall  that  it  was  very  deadly  among 
chickens  at  that  time,  but  I  do  know  that  it 
did  attack  them.  We  called  it  then  "warts," 
for  want  of  a  better  name,  and  the  treatment 
was  a  cup  of  coal  tar  with  a  heaping  table- 
spoonful  of  stone  lime,  unslaked,  stirred  in. 
The  warts  were  anointed  daily  until  the  lime 
had  killed  the  germs,  and  we  viere  able  to  pull 
the  wart  out  by  the  roots;  and  the  patient  was 
then  considered  safe— but  numbers  died  before 
they  reached  this  stage. 

Since  moving  to  Florida  I  have  carefully 
studied  the  disease  during  eightepidemi<!S,  but 
with  the  limited  time  and  means  at  my  com- 
mand I  have  effected  little  or  nothing  of  prac- 
tical value. 

This  much  I  am  sure  of,  it  i.s  a  misnomer  to 
call  it  "sore  head,"  it  is  a  blood  disease,  and 
is,  as  near  as  I  can  make  myself  understood, 
a  measles  or  small  pox;  it  breaks  out  in 
pimples  which  grow  quickly,  become  conflu- 
ent and  cover  the  head,  closing  one  or  both 
eyes,  covering  the  hock  joint  and  breaking  out 
on  the  bare  portions  under  the  wings  and 
pinions.  It  is  not  a  boil  or  abscess,  nor  any- 
thing akin  to  that; — the  interior  is  tougli  and 
stringy,  it  apparently  takes  root  in  the  flesh 
aiui  grows  something  akin  to  a  wart, —  tur- 
keys are  more  susceptible  to  it  than  any  other 
fowl.  Guinea  chickens  almost  invariably  die 
when  aflected,  and  it  depends  on  the  age  of 
the  chicken  whether  you  can  cure  any  of  them 
or  not.    Ducks  are  free  from  it.   No  victim 


ever  has  a  second  attack  of  it.  Cured  once, 
they  are  immune  forever. 

If  the  chickens  are  hatched  in  .lanuary  or 
Feliruary  tbey  will  have  a  general  attack  of  it 
in  May  or  June;  they  sicken,  refuse  to  eat, 
and  mope  around  for  a  day  or  two,  then  the 
eruption  appears.  I  then  take  an  antiseptic 
tablet,  .1000  of  1  gr.  corrosive  sublimate,  and 
soak  all  aft'ected  parts  with  a  sponge  t/ior- 
oughly.  This  stops  the  growth  of  the  sore, 
and  although  the  fowl  is  much  retarded  yet  it 
generally  gets  well  after  the  disease  has  run 
its  course,  (aliout  fifteen  days).  One  applica- 
tion is  generally  enough.  Chickens  hatched 
after  that  time  are  generally  too  small  to  stand 
the  virulence  of  the  attack,  and  die  in  the  first 
stages,  i.  e.,  before  the  eruption  appears. 
They  do  not  show  a  pimple,  but  it  is  sore  head 
"all  the  same." 

Imported  fowls,  grown,  brought  here  in  the 
early  spring  generally  have  bad  cases,  and  a 
large  majority  die,  no  matter  what  we  do  to 
save  them. 

The  epidemic  does  not  come  every  year.  In 
1904  it  was  particularly  bad  and  widespread. 
Out  of  72  White  Leghorns  hatched  in  the  latter 
part  of  March  and  April,  I  failed  to  raise  a 
single  one — though  they  were  strong,  vigorous 
and  hearty  until  the  "sore  head"  struck  them. 
In  fact  I  rai.sed  just  three  out  of  more  than 
200.  A  neighbor  had  97  common  chickens 
(crosses)  and  raised  none.  Mr.  S.  L.  Earle, 
superintendent  street  cleaning  department, 
himself  a  raiserof  high  grade  Plymouth  Rocks, 
told  me  that  he  had  never  known  the  mortal- 
ity so  great;  his  carts  were  hauling  to  the 
crematory  nearly  one  hundred  every  day  from 
dift'erent  parts  of  the  city,  and  most  of  them 
were  grown. 

A  few  years  ago  an  acquaintance  started  a 
poultry  farm  at  Lake  City,  Fla.,  fixed  up  the 
place  in  first  class  style,  incubators,  brooders, 
flowing  fountains  from  artesian  well,  and 
everything  such  as  an  up  to  date  poulti  yman 
could  desire.  He  had  3,000  chickens;  "sore 
head"  got  among  them  and  cleaned  him  out 
completely.  .  He  deserted  the  ranch,  leaving 
everything  standing — loss  $5,000;  and  went  to 
clerking  at  $50  a  mouth,  and  his  vi'ife  did  the 
same  for  $40. 

I  might  spin  these  examples  out  ad  in- 
finitum, and  make  a  list  as  long  as  the  incu- 
bator men  do  as  to  the  faultlessness  of  their 
wares,  but  I  have  given  you  enough  to  show 
you  how  dire  the  necessity  is  for  some  action 
to  be  taken;  if  this  part  of  the  country  is  ever 


to  siici'eed  in  this  parlU'ular  line,  I  invoke 
your  aid  in  behalf  of  your  sutleriiig  constit- 
uenls  lo  ventilate  the  ,-ubject  and  bring  u.s 
relief. 

There  is  no  necessity  to  go  so  far  as  Hawaii ; 
the  trouble  is  here,  right  at  your  doors  in  the 
south. 

What  stimulated  me  to  write  this  was  that 
just  before  1  sat  down  to  the  table  Mr.  W.  H. 
Howell  called  me  up  on  the  phone  and  a.-ked 
me  for  a  "cure  for  the  sore  heail,  as  his  chick- 
ens were  dying."  It  has  not  made  its  appear- 
ance with  me  as  yet,  but  I  feel  that  it  will  be 
here,  right  in  among  my  chickens  inside  of  ten 
days,  no  matter  w  hat  precautions  1  lake;  in 
fact  I  can  take  no  precautions,  for  I  am  help- 
less; I  don't  know  what  to  rto. 

Jacksonville,  Fla.  S.  C.  BoYLsroN. 


A  Challenge. 


The  editor  of  Fakm-Poultry  does  say 
some  irritating  things,  but  be  has  the  courage 
of  his  convictions  and  makes  a  bright,  read- 
able journal.—  Ohio  Poultry  Journal. 

Come  now,  brother  editor,  give  us  a  cate- 
gorical list  of  the  things  we  have  said  irritat- 
ing, things  about  within,  say  three  months  past, 
and  of  the  presumable  reason  for  saying  them. 
We  think  we  are  willing  to  let  the  claim  every 
man  makes  of  being  a  fairly  decent,  tolerably 
good  natured  and  amiable  individual  stand  or 
fall  on  that  record.  We  would  be  perfectly 
willing  to  have  the  record  cover  as  long  a 
period  as  anyone  wished,  for  though  we  do 
not  claim  it  is  free  from  faults  wc  do  feel  that 
on  the  whole,  and  considering  the  provocation, 
we  have  been  very  sparing  in  the  use  of  irritat- 
ing sentences.  Indeed  we  should  feel  that  w  e 
had  omitted  a  good  many  editorial  duties  if 
we  had  failed  to  say  things  that  needed  to  be 
said  because  saying  them  would  irritate  some- 
one. 


Tool  Buying. 

The  Difficulty  in  Buying  Tools,  and 
How  Good  Ones  May  be  Recog- 
nized at  a  Glance. 

It  seems  to  be  a  rule  that  whatever  we 
absolutely  must  have  is  always  attended  with 
inconvenience,  and  luxuries  that  we  really 
ought  not  to  have,  are  perfectly  easy  to  get. 

It  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  us  to  have  a 
certain  number  of  tools,  such  as  hammers, 
hatchets,  axes,  saws,  chisels,  files,  bits, 
scythes,  draw  knives. 

How  many  of  us  are  hardware  experts? 

How  many  of  us  can  recognize  a  good  tool 
when  we  see  it?  Most  of  us  have  to  take  the 
hardware  man's  word  for  it,  and  if  the  tool  is 
not  satisfactory,  we  lose. 

This  means  not  only  the  loss  of  the  tool,  but 
a  loss  of  time  which  may  mean  considerably 
more. 

As  very  few  manufacturers  guarantee  their 
tools,  we  are  obliged  to  take  the  risk  in  almost 
every  case. 

Tbirty-six  years  ago  the  Simmons  Hard- 
ware Co.  saw  the  possibilities  of  trade  win- 
ning by  putting  on  the  market  a  complete  line 
of  trade  maiked  tools  backed  up  by  a 
guarantee,  taking  all  the  risk  themselves. 
Profits  are  smaller  for  this  company,  but  they 
have  made  it  possible  to  get  a  hoe,  axe,  plane, 
saw  or  knife  or  any  other  tool  with  the  assur- 
ance that  it  is  perfect  or  money  will  be 
refunded  by  the  dealer  who  sold  it. 

This  brand  of  tools  is  called  "Keen  Kutter," 
and  as  every  kind  of  tool  is  sold  under  that 
one  name  all  you  have  to  do  when  buying 
tools  is  to  mention  it  and  you  are  sure  of  get- 
ting the  besti 

"Keen  Kutter"  tools  were  awarded  the 
grand  prize  at  the  Si.  Louis  Exposition  in 
1904.  The  first  and  only  complete  line  of  tools 
to  secure  suc'h  ati  honor. 

The  Simmons  Hardware  Co.,  of  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  and  298  Broadway,  New  York,  are  the 
distributors,  and  if  your  dealer  does  not  keep 
them  they  will  see  that  you  are  supplied. 


MARY  L.  POULTRY  PUNT 

White,  Buff  and  Barred  Ply.  Rocks. 
White  Wyandottes  and  S.  C.  W.  Leghorns. 

STAND.iRIJ  TH()K<)U<;ll  I4HKD  STKAINS 

Eksts  S1.50  and  $3.50  per  15.     .Satisf:iclii>ii  au.n  aMtci  il. 
J.  B.  McCUNE,         Box  21.        Itroctoii,  N.  Y. 
Anier.,  Adams,  and  National  K.\,  Co's. 


TRY  HOUGHTON'S  WIRE  EGG  CAUKIER 

For  slilp- 
1)  1  n^  et;  p  s, 
and  his  wire 
Cf,';;  t  niMi?r  to 
lioid  ,ind  \  urn 
v]i^?.  tu  he 
usc.l  f.>r 
hatching. 
Price  I  isi  of 
H.  HOUGHTON,  Harvard,  Mass. 


LITTLE  CHICKS 

Tlic  ..iilv  li.i.iK  |.Hl.li-lM-d  thill  li'lU  hciw  lo  snc- 
.•(■vMiillv  Im.di  :nid  r.  ;M-  lilllc  clnrl,^.  Written  hy 
thr  ni.isl  I'l-.ii-liriil  I'.iiiin  v  II.    civcf   lllli  pa^'cs. 

I'ricf  .'.lie.  liostpaiil.   Ciri-Hlar  rice. 

Excelsior  Wire  and  Poultry  Supply  Go. 

Dept.  I,       26  &  28  Vesey  St.,  N.  Y.  City. 


NETTLETON'S 

LT.  BRAHMAS 

Winners  nf  the  Blue  at  raany  exliibitions.  Size  and 
quality  is  what  [  have. 

An  extra  nice  lot  of  yourv^  birds  for  sale  after 
Oc!t..  1.  A  few  iliis  season  breeding  cockerels  at  $5 
and  S 10  each,  grand  birds. 

C.  P.  NKTTLKTOX,  Box  159,*  Shelton,  Conn. 


KEEPS  CHICKS  HEALTHY 

Health  cuines  larift'ly  from 
pure  food  and  water. 
LATHROP  CHICK  SERVERS 

Insure  this  condition  at  all 
times.  No  poUutinc:,  no 
wetting  of  feet,  no  drown- 
intf.  no  wastinc:  of  food, 
WrItR  for  free  circular. 
Lathrop  Mfg.  Co.,  66  Cen- 
■  Ave.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


BARRED  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 

JEGGS   FOR  HATCHING. 

By  llio  sitting  or  liuiidrcd,  from  several  fine  pens 
mated  for  both  utility  and  fancy  points.  Senil  for 
free  circulai . 

F.  A.  P.  COBURN. 
Box  534— B.,  Lowell,  ]>IaBS. 


Davis'  Poultry  Punch 

Cnts  two  sizes  as  pliown.  Nickel-plated,  neat  and 
tastv  in  design;  weiglisj^  oz.  Price  2yG  pusCpaul. 
The  Kcyea.UavlB  Co.,  Lid.,    Ilept.  F,  Ballle  Creek,  Mich. 


Positive  cure  for  allhog  disease 
Pratts  Hog  Cholera  Cure. 

Made  by  Pratt  Food  Co.,  Phila.    Over  30  years  old.   

To  say,  when  writing  sdvertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTR.V,^"  will  benefit  you— please  them— and  help  us 


Roup 

Roupy  Colds 
Rheumatism 

Are  all  quickly  and  (■llirlivrtv  .■ibolislicd  by  the 
metliod  of  trratment  dcvi-t  ihe'l  iti  .Michael  K. 
Boyer's  book  on  I'uiiUi  \  Uista.~e^. 

Splendid  successes  in  the  curin^r  of  above  trou- 
bles are  cnnstantly  being  reported  as  the  result 
of  usin;;  our 

It  is  the  oldest  and  most  favorably  l<nowr  prep- 
aratinnuf  lis  kind  on  tlie  uiarki'l . '  for  (he  cure 

of  colds  and  all  throat  troubles  in  I  i;i  n  h-'injiS. 

so  it  is  not  .su  rpri-^infj;  1h:it  it  is  I'q  m;i1  I \  i,  <l  for 
similar  1  rotihIi-s  in  poulfry.  Ofr,L-iti;iird  in  IMU. 
Put  up  in  iwo  sizes  — -'■'>  and  cinis.  Lary-r 
bottle  more  ccononiiciil.  it  ludds  three  times  iis 
niucb,  St)ld  hy  ;ill  <1(  :iUm'-  iri  medicine ,  or  will 
send  it  poscpiiiil  on  recclpl  of  price. 

Free 


jost-p!ii<l,  Mr.  Hii.vei's  ISiiok  on 
Poultry  Diseases  and  Tieiitnient. 

S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  ^VVLBoston,  Mass. 


